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a Palestinian state, one in which the aspira-
tions of the Palestinian people are met and 
listened to because democracy has taken 
hold.

One of the interesting lessons that the 
world can look at is Pakistan. You see, 
there are some in the world who do not 
believe that a Muslim society can self-gov-
ern. Some believe that the only solution 
for government in parts of the world is 
for there to be tyranny or despotism. I 
don’t believe that. The Pakistan people 
have proven that those cynics are wrong. 
And where President Musharraf can help 
in world peace is to help remind people 
what is possible. And the solution in the 
Middle East is for there to be a world 
effort to help the Palestinians develop a 
state that is truly free, one that’s got an 
independent judiciary, one that’s got a civil 
society, one that’s got the capacity to fight 
off the terrorists, one that allows for dis-
sent, one in which people can vote. And 
President Musharraf can play a big role 
in helping achieve that objective. 

None of us can convince the Palestinians 
to say—or make the Palestinians adhere to 
this point of view, but we can help con-
vince them. And that’s precisely what I in-
tend to do. And as a Palestinian state 
evolves there will be much more con-
fidence, and when that happens, peace is 
more likely to happen. 

And I look forward to working with this 
world leader on that important issue. 

Thank you all for taking time out of your 
weekend. I know it’s been a disappointment 
for you to have to work on Saturday, but— 
[laughter]—the press. But nevertheless—— 

President Musharraf. Because of me. 
[Laughter]

President Bush. ——the President and 
I are thrilled you’re here. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization. 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 4, 2004 

Good morning. Since the attacks of Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, American military 
forces, intelligence officers, and law en-
forcement officials have defended our 
country with skill and honor and have taken 
the fight to terrorists abroad. Here at 
home, we have created the Department of 
Homeland Security, strengthened our de-
fenses, and improved the collection and 
analysis of vital intelligence. Yet we must 
do more. 

To protect America, our country needs 
the best possible intelligence. The rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission 
chart a clear, sensible path toward needed 
reforms to our Government’s intelligence 
capabilities. I strongly support most of 

those recommendations, and my adminis-
tration is already implementing the vast ma-
jority of those that can be enacted without 
a vote of Congress. In August, I established 
the National Counterterrorism Center, 
where all the available intelligence on ter-
rorist threats is brought together in one 
place. Just last month, I issued two direc-
tives instructing the FBI and CIA to hire 
new personnel and to press forward with 
the transformation of these agencies to 
meet the threats of our time. 

But other key changes require new laws. 
For the past few months, I have been 
working with the Congress to produce an 
intelligence reform bill that will make 
America more secure. Congress made good 



3045

Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Dec. 6 

progress toward a strong new law. Provi-
sions have been included to strengthen our 
ability to arrest those who aid and train 
terrorists, to hold dangerous terrorists who 
are awaiting trial, and to prosecute those 
who seek to acquire weapons of mass de-
struction.

The most important provisions of any 
new bill must create a strong, focused new 
management structure for our intelligence 
services and break down the remaining 
walls that prevent the timely sharing of vital 
threat information among Federal agencies 
and with relevant State, local, and private 
sector personnel. Our intelligence efforts 
need a Director of National Intelligence 
who will oversee all of the foreign and do-
mestic activities of the intelligence commu-
nity. The legislation I support preserves the 
existing chain of command and leaves 
America’s 15 intelligence agencies, organi-
zations, and offices in their current Depart-
ments. Yet the Director of National Intel-
ligence will oversee all of America’s intel-
ligence efforts to help ensure that our Gov-
ernment can find and stop terrorists before 
they strike. To be effective, this position 
must have full budget authority over our 
intelligence agencies. The many elements 
of our intelligence community must func-
tion seamlessly, with an overriding mission 

to protect America from attack by terrorists 
or outlaw regimes. 

I will continue to work with the Congress 
to reach an agreement on this intelligence 
bill. I urge Members of Congress to act 
next week so I can sign these needed re-
forms into law. 

We have made great progress against the 
terrorists who seek to harm our Nation. 
We are safer, but we are not yet safe. The 
enemy is still plotting, and America must 
respond with urgency. We must do every-
thing necessary to confront and defeat the 
terrorist threat, and that includes intel-
ligence reform. By remaining focused and 
determined in these efforts, we will 
strengthen the safety of our citizens and 
defend our Nation from harm. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. 
on December 3 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
December 4. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
December 3 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to the National Commission on 
Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States 
(9/11 Commission). The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Statement on Signing the Miscellaneous Trade and Technical Corrections 
Act of 2004 
December 3, 2004 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 1047, 
the ‘‘Miscellaneous Trade and Technical 
Corrections Act of 2004.’’ The Act modifies 
temporarily certain rates of duty under the 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States and makes other amendments to 
U.S. trade laws. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 1560(b) of the Act, relating to inter-

action between the Bureau of Customs and 
Border Protection of the Department of 
Homeland Security and the Government of 
Canada, in a manner consistent with the 
President’s constitutional authority to con-
duct the Nation’s foreign affairs and to su-
pervise the unitary executive branch. 

As is consistent with the Appointments 
Clause of the Constitution, the executive 
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