
3041

Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Dec. 4 

the network of community health centers 
across our country and to advance the de-
velopment and use of health information 
technology. Throughout his career as Gov-
ernor and as Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, Tommy has led efforts to 
reform welfare laws and help more people 
transition from welfare to work. 

Tommy has been a stalwart member of 
my homeland security team, especially 
through his contributions to our Nation’s 
response to the threat of bioterrorism. And 
he has done a superb job in our compas-

sionate mission of helping those here and 
abroad fight the scourge of the HIV/AIDS 
virus.

Tommy served as Governor of Wisconsin 
for 14 years and has served as Secretary 
of Health and Human Services for 4 years, 
and I appreciate his desire to tackle new 
challenges. I wish Tommy and Sue Ann 
all the best. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
made available Secretary Thompson’s letter 
of resignation. 

Statement on the Resignation of John C. Danforth as United States 
Ambassador to the United Nations 
December 3, 2004 

Jack Danforth has served with distinction 
as United States Ambassador to the United 
Nations. He represented our Nation ably 
and well during a time when we are waging 
a global war on terror. Because of his tire-
less efforts as Special Envoy to the Sudan, 
the world is closer than ever to seeing an 
end to the Sudanese North-South conflict. 
Throughout his life, including as a distin-

guished United States Senator and as Attor-
ney General of Missouri, Jack Danforth has 
been a man of strong convictions and deep 
integrity who has made our country better 
and stronger. I understand his desire to 
return home to Missouri, and I thank Jack 
for his superb service and his friendship. 
I wish Sally and him all the best. 

Remarks Following Discussions With President Pervez Musharraf of 
Pakistan and an Exchange With Reporters 
December 4, 2004 

President Bush. It’s my honor to wel-
come a friend, a leader, President 
Musharraf of Pakistan. He is a person with 
whom I’ve worked very closely over the 
past 4 years, a person with whom I look 
forward to working closely over the next 
4 years. And we had a really good discus-
sion.

We discussed international politics. I as-
sured President Musharraf that there is an 
opportunity at hand to work toward the 

development of a Palestinian state and 
peace in the Middle East. I told him that 
this will be a priority of my administration. 
The goal is two states living side by side 
in peace and security. 

We spent time talking about our bilateral 
relations. We reviewed the relationship be-
tween India and Pakistan. He has showed 
great courage in that relationship, leading 
toward what we hope will be a peaceful 
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solution of what has been a historically dif-
ficult problem. 

We talked about our own bilateral rela-
tions. The President and I are absolutely 
committed to fighting off the terrorists who 
would destroy life in Pakistan or the United 
States or anywhere else. And I appreciate 
very much your clear vision of the need 
for people of good will and hope to prevail 
over those who are willing to inflict death 
in order to achieve an ideology that is— 
the predominance of an ideology that is 
just backward and dark in its view. 

I—we talked about commerce between 
our countries. The President is very con-
cerned about whether or not Pakistan 
goods are being treated equally, as fairly 
as other goods coming into the United 
States. I listened very carefully to what he 
had to say. He had some constructive ideas 
as to how to deal with that situation. 

Having brought up his economy, how-
ever, I reminded him that he’s doing quite 
a good job of making sure that the econ-
omy grows in Pakistan so that people have 
got a chance to realize their dreams. And 
I congratulate you on the good stewardship 
of the Pakistan economy. 

All in all, our relationships are good; 
they’re strong; and they will remain that 
way. And I’m honored you’re here. 

President Musharraf. Thank you. Thank 
you very much, Mr. President. I don’t have 
much to add to what the President has 
already said. We had a very wholesome 
interaction. And all that I would like to 
say, that I’ve come here basically to con-
gratulate the President very sincerely, with 
all my sincerity, for having won the elec-
tions. And he does me an honor by receiv-
ing me on a Saturday. [Laughter]

And therefore, the other issues that we 
discussed were incidental and all the impor-
tant issues—the most important issue, a 
resolution of the Palestinian dispute, in the 
interest of peace in the whole world, and 
I would repeat whatever the President has 
already said: Enhancement of our bilateral 

relations, enhancement of our commercial 
ties with the United States. 

I’m grateful for the extreme under-
standing that the President has shown to-
wards the concerns of Pakistan. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Welcome. Welcome. 
We’ll answer a question from the Amer-

ican side, and the Pakistani side, and the 
American side, and Pakistani side. And that 
will be it, in the spirit of Saturday morning 
meetings. And so the first person that will 
be asking the question will be Mr. Mark 
Knoller [CBS Radio]. 

Homeland Security 
Q. Thank you. Mr. President, what do 

you make of the warning sounded yesterday 
by Tommy Thompson that the American 
food supply may be at risk to terrorist at-
tack?

President Bush. Tommy was commenting 
on the fact that we’re a large company— 
country, with all kinds of avenues where 
somebody can inflict harm. And we’re 
doing everything we can to protect the 
American people. I picked a good man to 
head the Homeland Security Department 
in Bernie Kerik. I hope the Senate con-
firms him quickly so he can get to work. 
There’s a lot of work to be done. We’ve 
made a lot of progress in protecting our 
country, and there’s more work to be done. 
And this administration is committed to 
doing it. 

Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. Do you want to call on 

somebody?
President Musharraf. I know that—I 

know that you’re trying your best to address 
the issue of terrorism all over the world, 
and obviously, the most important part is 
to protect your own, the United States, 
from terrorism. 

President Bush. Actually, I wasn’t asking 
you necessarily to answer the question; I 
was asking you to call on somebody from 
the Pakistani press, I’m sorry. [Laughter]
You don’t have to answer every question 
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they ask me. I would advise you not an-
swering those questions. [Laughter]

Pakistan-U.S. Relations 
Q. Mr. President, the public perception 

in Pakistan is that Pakistan is doing much 
more, deeper cooperation, and doing more 
favors to the United States than Pakistan 
is getting anything in return. What is your 
comment, and what is the room for Pak- 
U.S. relations during your next term? 

President Bush. Well, first of all, I don’t 
view relations as, one, that there’s a score-
card that says, you know, ‘‘Well, if we all 
fight terror together, therefore, somebody 
owes somebody something.’’ This is a world 
in which cooperation is essential, and mu-
tual cooperation is really essential between 
Pakistan and the United States. 

Obviously, there’s ways to strengthen our 
bilateral relations. The President and I are 
constantly discussing ways to do so. After 
all, he is the strongest advocate for the 
Pakistan people I have ever met. His duty 
is to represent Pakistan, and so, therefore, 
we talk about ways to enhance trade. Trade 
between the United States and Pakistan is 
good. It can be better, and we discussed 
ways to enhance that. 

But our cooperation has been very 
strong. But let me just say something. 
Friends don’t sit there and have a scorecard 
that says, ‘‘Well, he did this,’’ or ‘‘He did 
that, and therefore, somebody is—there’s 
a deficit.’’ Our relationship is much bigger 
than that. Our relationship is one where 
we work closely together for the common 
good of our own people and for the com-
mon good of the world. 

Jennifer [Jennifer Loven, Associated 
Press].

President Musharraf’s Role in the War on 
Terror

Q. Thank you, sir. You’ve talked repeat-
edly about how pleased you’ve been with 
President Musharraf’s cooperation in the 
arrest of Al Qaida suspects. But are you 
not disappointed that his army has some-

what downgraded the search for Usama bin 
Laden?

President Bush. Quite the contrary. His 
army has been incredibly active and very 
brave in southern Waziristan, flushing out 
an enemy that had thought they had found 
safe haven. His army has suffered casualty, 
and for that, we want to thank their loved 
ones for the sacrifice that their family has 
made.

The President has been a determined 
leader to bring to justice not only people 
like Usama bin Laden but to bring to jus-
tice those who would inflict harm and pain 
on his own people. Remember, this is a 
man whose life had been threatened by 
and still is threatened by Al Qaida leader-
ship. He’s the person who survived two di-
rect assassination attempts. And there is no-
body more dedicated than—in the protec-
tion of his own people than President 
Musharraf.

And I am very pleased with his efforts 
and his focused efforts, and our discussions 
today were to determine how best we can 
help the President achieve his objective 
and—which is not only protect himself but 
protect his country. 

Pakistan-U.S. Relations/Pakistan’s Role in 
the Middle East Peace Process 

Q. Mr. President, it’s determined that 
you have a long vision, long-term vision 
between Pakistan and the United States. 
How would you define it, and how do you 
see it in the days to come? 

President Bush. I think the long-term vi-
sion is one that is a relationship which is 
very mature in this sense: that there is a 
commercial relationship which is fair and 
balanced, mutually beneficial to both peo-
ple; a defense relationship which is one 
in which there is close collaboration and 
complementary efforts based upon the true 
threats of the 21st century; and thirdly, 
there’s a relationship in which I can call 
upon my friend to help deal with inter-
national issues such as the development of 
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a Palestinian state, one in which the aspira-
tions of the Palestinian people are met and 
listened to because democracy has taken 
hold.

One of the interesting lessons that the 
world can look at is Pakistan. You see, 
there are some in the world who do not 
believe that a Muslim society can self-gov-
ern. Some believe that the only solution 
for government in parts of the world is 
for there to be tyranny or despotism. I 
don’t believe that. The Pakistan people 
have proven that those cynics are wrong. 
And where President Musharraf can help 
in world peace is to help remind people 
what is possible. And the solution in the 
Middle East is for there to be a world 
effort to help the Palestinians develop a 
state that is truly free, one that’s got an 
independent judiciary, one that’s got a civil 
society, one that’s got the capacity to fight 
off the terrorists, one that allows for dis-
sent, one in which people can vote. And 
President Musharraf can play a big role 
in helping achieve that objective. 

None of us can convince the Palestinians 
to say—or make the Palestinians adhere to 
this point of view, but we can help con-
vince them. And that’s precisely what I in-
tend to do. And as a Palestinian state 
evolves there will be much more con-
fidence, and when that happens, peace is 
more likely to happen. 

And I look forward to working with this 
world leader on that important issue. 

Thank you all for taking time out of your 
weekend. I know it’s been a disappointment 
for you to have to work on Saturday, but— 
[laughter]—the press. But nevertheless—— 

President Musharraf. Because of me. 
[Laughter]

President Bush. ——the President and 
I are thrilled you’re here. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization. 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 4, 2004 

Good morning. Since the attacks of Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, American military 
forces, intelligence officers, and law en-
forcement officials have defended our 
country with skill and honor and have taken 
the fight to terrorists abroad. Here at 
home, we have created the Department of 
Homeland Security, strengthened our de-
fenses, and improved the collection and 
analysis of vital intelligence. Yet we must 
do more. 

To protect America, our country needs 
the best possible intelligence. The rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission 
chart a clear, sensible path toward needed 
reforms to our Government’s intelligence 
capabilities. I strongly support most of 

those recommendations, and my adminis-
tration is already implementing the vast ma-
jority of those that can be enacted without 
a vote of Congress. In August, I established 
the National Counterterrorism Center, 
where all the available intelligence on ter-
rorist threats is brought together in one 
place. Just last month, I issued two direc-
tives instructing the FBI and CIA to hire 
new personnel and to press forward with 
the transformation of these agencies to 
meet the threats of our time. 

But other key changes require new laws. 
For the past few months, I have been 
working with the Congress to produce an 
intelligence reform bill that will make 
America more secure. Congress made good 
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