
3008

Nov. 23 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 

(9) Report to me, through the Assistant 
to the President for Homeland Secu-
rity and the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget, on the 
actions and investments necessary to 
ensure that the architecture sup-
porting FBI information systems is 
consistent with broader information 
architecture, and with other initiatives 
as I direct to facilitate information 
sharing across Federal, State, and 
local government agencies, and the 
private sector; and 

(10) Beginning in June 2005, I direct you 
to report to me at least semi-annually 
through the Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs, the As-
sistant to the President for Homeland 
Security, and the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget on 

the progress made implementing this 
memorandum and other relevant 
milestones in development of the 
FBI’s intelligence program, including 
milestones related to analysis and the 
analyst workforce, intelligence produc-
tion, intelligence sources, intelligence 
certification, and FBI field intel-
ligence operations. 

This memorandum shall be implemented 
subject to the availability of appropriations 
and in a manner consistent with applicable 
law, including the Constitution and laws 
protecting the freedom and information pri-
vacy of Americans. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Novem-
ber 23. 

Memorandum on Review of Organizational Responsibility for the Conduct 
of Certain Operations 
November 18, 2004 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of Defense, the Attorney 
General, the Director of Central 
Intelligence

Subject: Review of Organizational 
Responsibility for the Conduct of Certain 
Operations

The Final Report of the National Com-
mission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the 
United States recommended: 

Lead responsibility for directing and 
executing paramilitary operations, 
whether clandestine or covert, should 
shift to the Defense Department. 
There it should be consolidated with 
the capabilities for training, direction, 
and execution of such operations al-
ready being developed in the Special 
Operation Command. 

The Secretary of Defense and the Direc-
tor of Central Intelligence jointly shall re-
view matters relating to this recommenda-
tion and submit to me within 90 days, 
through the Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs, their written ad-
vice on whether and to what extent imple-
mentation of the recommendation is in the 
interest of the United States and what 
changes to law, executive orders, other 
presidential guidance, or policies would be 
necessary to implement such advice. Their 
review should include, but not be limited 
to, consideration of similarities and dif-
ferences in the missions, legal authorities, 
funding, and support infrastructures of the 
Department of Defense and the Central 
Intelligence Agency with respect to oper-
ations to which the recommendation refers. 
A copy of the report will be provided to 
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the Commission on the Intelligence Capa-
bilities of the United States Regarding 
Weapons of Mass Destruction. The Com-
mission will advise me on the report, par-
ticularly with respect to any matters con-
cerning countering the threat posed by 
weapons of mass destruction. 

In the course of their review, they shall 
obtain as necessary legal advice from the 

Attorney General and advice concerning 
potential effects on U.S. foreign relations 
from the Secretary of State. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Novem-
ber 23. 

Exchange With Reporters in Crawford, Texas 
November 26, 2004 

The President. I just had a great Thanks-
giving with our daughters and my mother 
and dad and my mother-in-law. It’s good 
to be back in Texas. I wish the Crawford 
Pirates all the best in their State playoff 
football game tonight. I know you agree 
with me. 

I’ll take a couple of questions. 

Iraq/Iran
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. If I could 

ask you about a couple news developments 
today. Seventeen political parties in Iraq 
demanded postponement of the January 
30th elections for at least 6 months. I won-
der about your reaction to that. And there’s 
a tentative deal on Iran’s nuclear weapons, 
but I wonder whether you think Iran 
should be trusted, given their history. 

The President. First of all, I appreciate 
the nations of Great Britain and Germany 
and France who are working to try to con-
vince Iran to honor their international trea-
ty obligations. And the only good deal is 
one that’s verifiable. And I look forward 
to talking to the leaders of those countries, 
if they can get Iran to agree to a deal, 
to make sure that it’s verifiable. I know 
that the Prime Minister of Great Britain 
wants a verifiable deal because I’ve talked 
to him personally about it. 

In terms of Iraq, the Iraq election com-
mission has scheduled elections in January, 

and I would hope they would go forward 
in January. 

Ukraine
Q. Mr. President, what are the con-

sequences if Ukraine does not comply with 
international pressure and demands on the 
elections? And do you think that President 
Putin overstepped his bounds? 

The President. There’s just a lot of allega-
tions of vote fraud that placed their elec-
tion—the validity of their elections in 
doubt. The international community is 
watching very carefully. People are paying 
very close attention to this, and hopefully 
it will be resolved in a way that brings 
credit and confidence to the Ukrainian 
Government.

Yes.

White House Press Pool 
Q. Mr. President—— 
The President. Identify yourself, please. 
Q. I’m with Bloomberg News. I’m Jay 

Newton-Small.
The President. Thank you, welcome. 
Q. Thank you. 
The President. Do you know Scott [Scott 

Lindlaw, Associated Press]? [Laughter]
Q. Very well. 
Q. We ride in a lot of vans together. 
The President. You might ask him why 

he didn’t shave. But go ahead. 
Pool members. Aw-w-w!
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