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to give up any nuclear ambitions they may
have. And the reason why theyre involved
is because they do believe that Iran has
got nuclear ambitions, as do we, as do
many around the world. And it’s very im-
portant for the Iranian Government to hear
a—to hear that we are concerned about
their desires, and were concerned about
reports that show that prior to a certain
international meeting, theyre willing to
speed up processing of materials that could
lead to a nuclear weapon. This is a very
serious matter. The world knows it’s a seri-
ous matter, and we’re working together to
solve this matter.

Iraqi Elections

Q. There will be elections—elections to
be held in Iraq at the end of January next
year, and I'd like to know if there were
any discussions on what kind of efforts you
will be making towards making this election
a success?

Prime Minister Koizumi. Successful re-
construction and nation-building in Iraq is
just not an important matter for Japan and
the United States; it’s an issue for the en-

The President’s Radio Address
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Good morning. This weekend I am on
my first trip outside the United States since
the election, traveling to South America for
the Asian-Pacific Economic Cooperation
Summit. I am meeting with many allies
and friends to strengthen our ties across
the Pacific and discuss practical ways we
can enhance prosperity, advance liberty,
and improve our shared security.

America and the nations of Latin Amer-
ica and Asia share many vital interests. All
Pacific nations benefit from free and fair
trade, the foundation of this region’s re-
markable prosperity. The United States has
completed free trade agreements with na-

tire international community. And of
course, there were some disagreements
concerning the beginning of the use of
force in that country in the international
community, but the U.N. resolution pro-
viding for reconstruction efforts in Iraq was
adopted by overwhelming consensus. And
we have to make this effort into a success.
And from that standpoint, Japan intends
to continue to do as much as it can based
on its own initiatives.

And I told Mr. President that we would
like for him to leave it to us to decide
what kind of assistance that we would be
providing, and the President was agreeable
to this.

President Bush. Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. at
the Hyatt Regency Santiago. In his remarks,
he referred to President Roh Moo-hyun of
South Korea; President Hu Jintao of China;
President Vladimir Putin of Russia; and
Chairman Kim Chong-il of North Korea. A
tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

tions throughout Asia and the Americas, in-
cluding Australia and Singapore, Chile, the
five nations in Central America, and the
Dominican Republic. We are also negoti-
ating new agreements with Thailand, Pan-
ama, and the Andean nations of South
America. America has opened our markets,
and I will urge other countries to do the
same.

Pacific nations also have a clear interest
in spreading the benefits of liberty, democ-
racy, and good government across this vital
part of the world. From the recent history
of the Asia-Pacific region, we know that
freedom is indivisible. The economic liberty
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that builds prosperity also builds a demand
for limited government and self rule. Mod-
ernization and progress eventually require
freedom in all its forms. And the advance
of freedom is good for all, because free
societies are peaceful societies.

America and our friends are helping
other countries lay the foundations of de-
mocracy by establishing independent
courts, a free press, political parties, and
trade unions, by instituting the rule of law,
and by keeping up the fight against corrup-
tion.

America joined with other members of
the Organization of American States to cre-
ate the Inter-American Democratic Char-
ter. This charter recognizes democracy as
the fundamental right of all peoples in the
Americas and pledges our governments to
promoting and defending the institutions of
liberty.

All Pacific nations must also keep up the
fight against the forces of terror that threat-
en the success of our economies and the
stability of the world. At last year’s summit,
APEC leaders started a major initiative to
strengthen the security of ports and trans-
portation networks, to defend our aircraft
from the threat of portable missiles, and
to end the flow of terrorist finances. This
year, APEC leaders will work together to
improve the security of our ships and ports.
We will develop a new system to track and
stop the travel of suspected terrorists using
forged or stolen documents. And we
launched new programs to support APEC

members that have the will to fight terror
but need help in developing the means.
Terrorism is a threat, not just to the West
or to the wealthy but to every nation. And
every nation must fight the murderers.

During my trip, I will also meet with
President Lagos of Chile and President
Uribe of Colombia to reaffirm our strong
ties with those nations. Colombia is making
progress in the fight against terrorists who
traffic in illegal drugs, and America is
standing with the Colombian Government
to oppose the drug trade that destroys lives
in our countries and threatens the stability
of our hemisphere.

In my second term, I will continue to
pursue a confident foreign policy agenda
that will spread freedom and hope and
make our Nation more secure. America
seeks wider trade and broader freedom and
greater security for the benefit of America,
our partners, and all of the world.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 8:35 a.m.
on November 18 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
November 20. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
November 19 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to President Ricardo Lagos of
Chile; and President Alvaro Uribe of Colom-
bia. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Paul Martin of

Canada in Santiago
November 20, 2004

President Bush. Listen, Mr. Prime Min-
ister, thanks. We had a great discussion,
and I am looking forward to coming to
your great country in 2 weeks” time—in
less than 2 weeks time—looking forward
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to continued discussions on important
issues and looking forward to bringing the
greetings of my great country to your great
country.
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