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common and so much to learn from one 
another.

Once again, I wish you a blessed Rama-
dan. I want to thank you for joining us 
at the White House for this Iftaar, and 
may God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:58 p.m. on 
the State Floor at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Imam Faizul Khan, 
administrator, Islamic Society of the Wash-
ington Area. 

Statement on the Death of Yasser Arafat 
November 10, 2004 

The death of Yasser Arafat is a significant 
moment in Palestinian history. We express 
our condolences to the Palestinian people. 
For the Palestinian people, we hope that 
the future will bring peace and the fulfill-
ment of their aspirations for an inde-
pendent, democratic Palestine that is at 

peace with its neighbors. During the period 
of transition that is ahead, we urge all in 
the region and throughout the world to join 
in helping make progress toward these 
goals and toward the ultimate goal of 
peace.

Remarks at a Veterans Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia 
November 11, 2004 

Thank you for that warm welcome. Laura 
and I are honored to be here today. Mr. 
Secretary, thank you for your kind introduc-
tion, and thank you for your strong leader-
ship in making sure our veterans have got 
the very best care possible. Secretary 
Principi has done a fantastic job for the 
American veteran. 

I thank the members of my Cabinet who 
have joined us today. I appreciate the 
Chiefs of Staff and other members of the 
United States military who have joined us. 
I want to thank all the veterans who are 
here today. I want to thank the representa-
tives of veterans organizations. And I want 
to thank my fellow Americans. 

Veterans Day is set aside to remember 
every man and woman who has taken up 
arms to defend our country. We honor 
every soldier, sailor, airman, marine, and 
coastguardsman who gave some of the best 
years of their lives to the service of the 
United States and stood ready to give life, 

itself, on our behalf. Twenty-five million 
military veterans walk among us, and on 
this day, our Nation thanks them all. 

These are the hidden heroes of a peace-
ful nation, our colleagues and friends, 
neighbors and family members who an-
swered the call and returned to live in the 
land they defended. 

Our veterans are drawn from several 
generations and many backgrounds. They’re 
Americans who remember the swift conflict 
of the Persian Gulf war and a long cold 
war vigil, the heat of Vietnam and the bit-
ter cold of Korea. They are veterans in 
their eighties who served under MacArthur 
and Eisenhower and saved the liberty of 
the world. And still with us in the year 
2004 are a few dozen Americans who 
fought the Kaiser’s army and celebrated the 
end of the Great War on this day in 1918. 
The last doughboys are all more than 100 
years old. Our Nation will always be proud 
of their service. 
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