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for the Former Yugoslavia with regard to 
the detention of persons indicted for war 
crimes.

I have directed the participation of U.S. 
Armed Forces in all of these operations 
pursuant to my constitutional authority to 
conduct U.S. foreign relations and as Com-
mander in Chief and Chief Executive. Offi-
cials of my Administration and I commu-
nicate regularly with the leadership and 

other Members of Congress with regard to 
these deployments, and we will continue 
to do so. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Ted Stevens, President pro 
tempore of the Senate. 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 6, 2004 

Good morning. This week, the voters of 
America set the direction of our Nation 
for the next 4 years. I am honored by the 
support of my fellow citizens. I commend 
Senator John Kerry for a spirited campaign. 

Now the election is behind us, and our 
country is ready to move forward. Our Na-
tion is fighting a continuing war on terror, 
and every American has a stake in the out-
come. Republicans and Democrats and 
independents love our country, and to-
gether, we will protect the American peo-
ple. We will persevere until the enemy is 
defeated and our Nation is safe from dan-
ger. Every civilized country also has a stake 
in the outcome of this war. Whatever our 
past disagreements, we share a common 
enemy and common duties to confront dis-
ease and hunger and poverty in troubled 
regions of our world. 

I will continue reaching out to friends 
and allies, including our partners in NATO 
and the European Union, to promote de-
velopment and progress, to defeat the ter-
rorists, and to encourage freedom and de-
mocracy as the alternatives to tyranny and 
terror.

Here at home, we have serious respon-
sibilities and historic opportunities. To ac-
celerate the momentum of this economy 
and to keep creating jobs, we must take 
practical measures to help the small-busi-

ness sector. We must confront the junk and 
frivolous lawsuits that are driving up the 
cost of health care and hurting doctors and 
patients. We must continue to work on 
education reform to bring high standards 
and accountability, not just to elementary 
schools but to the high schools as well. 
We must reform our complicated and out-
dated Tax Code to get rid of needless pa-
perwork and make our economy more com-
petitive in the world. And we must show 
our leadership by strengthening the Social 
Security system for our children and grand-
children. This is more than a problem to 
be solved; it is an opportunity to help mil-
lions of our fellow citizens find the security 
and independence of ownership. 

Reaching these goals will require the 
broad support of Americans. To make this 
Nation stronger and better, I will need the 
support of Republicans and Democrats and 
independents, and I will work to earn it. 
I will do all I can do to deserve your trust. 

A new term is a new opportunity to 
reach out to the whole Nation. We have 
one country, one Constitution, and one fu-
ture that binds us. And when we come 
together and work together, there is no 
limit to the greatness of America. 

In the election of 2004, large issues were 
set before the country and discussed every 
day of the campaign. Now Americans are 
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expecting bipartisan effort and results. My 
administration will work with both parties 
in Congress to achieve those results and 
to meet the responsibility we share. 

With the campaign over, the United 
States of America goes forward with con-
fidence and faith. I see a great day coming 
for our country, and I’m eager for the work 
ahead.

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:15 
a.m. on November 5 at Camp David, MD, 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November 6. 
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 5 
but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks Following a Visit With Wounded Troops at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center 
November 9, 2004 

Listen, I’ve—Laura and I have just 
toured one of the wards upstairs. I am— 
every time I come to Walter Reed, I’m 
struck by the courage and bravery of our 
men and women who wear the uniform. 
It’s such an honor to meet the troops who 
are wounded. And it’s so uplifting to see 
their spirit, their drive to become rehabili-
tated, their love of their country, their sup-
port of the mission. 

Laura and I spent time with the moms 
and dads and husbands and wives of those 
who are wounded, and I was struck by 
just the patriotic sense that they have and 
that—their strong support for their loved 
ones.

Every time I come to the hospital, one 
of the things I try to determine is to— 
whether or not our troops and their fami-
lies are being treated with first-class care. 
It’s very important for all of us involved 
in decisionmaking to know that a troop who 
had been injured in Iraq or Afghanistan 
is immediately brought to care. And to a 
person, they were very strong in their sup-
port and praise to how this hospital is run. 

I want to thank the generals, the doctors, 
the nurses for running this hospital. I 

mean—it’s such a comforting sense for me 
to be able to tell a loved one, ‘‘Your person 
hurt, your loved one will get the best care 
possible.’’

And finally, we’ve got troops in harm’s 
way in the Fallujah area right now, and 
our prayers are with the soldiers and their 
loved ones as they’re doing the hard work 
necessary for a free Iraq to emerge. There 
are still terrorists there who are trying to 
stop the march of freedom. And at the 
request of the Allawi Government and 
alongside of Iraqi troops, coalition forces 
are now moving into Fallujah to bring to 
justice those who are willing to kill the 
innocent and those who are trying to ter-
rorize the Iraqi people and our coalition, 
those who want to stop democracy. And 
they’re not going to succeed. 

And so we wish our troops all the best 
and Godspeed to them as well. Thank you 
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:01 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister 
Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Govern-
ment. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks. 
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