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Because we have done the hard work,
we are entering a season of hope. We'll
continue our economic progress. We'll re-
form our outdated Tax Code. We'll
strengthen the Social Security for the next
generation. We’'ll make public schools all
they can be. And we will uphold our deep-
est values of family and faith.

We will help the emerging democracies
of Iraq and Afghanistan so they can grow
in strength and defend their freedom. And
then our service men and women will come
home with the honor they have earned.
With good allies at our side, we will fight
this war on terror with every resource of
our national power so our children can live
in freedom and in peace.

Reaching these goals will require the
broad support of Americans. So today I
want to speak to every person who voted
for my opponent: To make this Nation
stronger and better, I will need your sup-
port and I will work to earn it. I will do
all T can do to deserve your trust. A new
term is a new opportunity to reach out
to the whole Nation. We have one country,
one Constitution, and one future that binds
us. And when we come together and work
together, there is no limit to the greatness
of America.

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting

November 4, 2004

I just met with my Cabinet. I am proud
of every person here. They've done a great
job for the country. I reminded them that
even though our election just ended, we've
still got work to do. I talked about an agen-
da that we will complete and an agenda
that we will take forward.

I made it clear to them I was glad the
election was over and reminded them that
we're here for a reason. And to a person,
they understand that it'’s such an honor to
serve America, it’s a privilege to sit around

Let me close with a word to the people
of the State of Texas. We have known each
other the longest, and you started me on
this journey. On the open plains of Texas,
I first learned the character of our country,
sturdy and honest and as hopeful as the
break of day. I will always be grateful to
the good people of my State. And whatever
the road that lies ahead, that road will take
me home.

The campaign has ended, and the United
States of America goes forward with con-
fidence and faith. I see a great day coming
for our country, and I am eager for the
work ahead.

God bless you, and may God bless Amer-
ica.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:08 p.m. at
the Ronald Reagan Building and Inter-
national Trade Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Marc Racicot, campaign chairman,
and Ken Mehlman, campaign manager,
Bush-Cheney "04, Inc.; and Edward W. Gil-
lespie, chairman, Republican National Com-
mittee. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.

this table, and that we will all continue
to do the people’s business.

But anyway, I want to thank them all
for their hard work. I am—when I told
the people that I put together a fantastic
group of men and women, I meant every
word of that, and I want to thank them
all for their service.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:48 a.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. The
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Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these re-

The President’s News Conference
November 4, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Please be
seated. Yesterday I pledged to reach out
to the whole Nation, and today I'm proving
that I'm willing to reach out to everybody
by including the White House press corps.
[Laughter]

This week the voters of America set the
direction of our Nation for the next 4 years.
I'm honored by the support of my fellow
citizens, and I'm ready for the job.

We are fighting a continuing war on ter-
ror, and every American has a stake in the
outcome of this war. Republicans, Demo-
crats, and independents all love our coun-
try, and together we’ll protect the American
people. We will preserve—we will per-
severe until the enemy is defeated. We will
stay strong and resolute. We have a duty,
a solemn duty to protect the American peo-
ple, and we will.

Every civilized country also has a stake
in the outcome of this war. Whatever our
past disagreements, we share a common
enemy, and we have common duties to pro-
tect our peoples, to confront disease and
hunger and poverty in troubled regions of
the world. I'll continue to reach out to our
friends and allies, our partners in the EU
and NATO, to promote development and
progress, to defeat the terrorists, and to
encourage freedom and democracy as alter-
natives to tyranny and terror.

I also look forward to working with the
present Congress and the new Congress
that will arrive in January. I congratulate
the men and women who have just been
elected to the House and the Senate. I
will join with old friends and new friends
to make progress for all Americans.
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marks. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Congress will return later this month to
finish this current session. I urge Members
to pass the appropriations bill that remain,
showing spending discipline while focusing
on our Nation’s priorities. Our Government
also needs the very best intelligence, espe-
cially in a time of war. So I urge the Con-
gress to pass an effective intelligence re-
form bill that I can sign into law.

The new Congress that begins its work
next year will have serious responsibilities
and historic opportunities. To accelerate
the momentum of this economy and to
keep creating jobs, we must take practical
measures to help our job creators, the en-
trepreneurs and the small-business owners.
We must confront the frivolous lawsuits
that are driving up the cost of health care
and hurting doctors and patients. We must
continue the work of education reform to
bring high standards and accountability not
just to our elementary and secondary
schools but to our high schools as well.

We must reform our complicated and
outdated Tax Code. We need to get rid
of the needless paperwork that makes our
economy—that is a drag on our economy,
to make sure our economy is the most
competitive in the world.

We must show our leadership by
strengthening Social Security for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren. This is more
than a problem to be solved. It is an oppor-
tunity to help millions of our fellow citizens
find security and independence that comes
from owning something, from ownership.

In the election of 2004, large issues were
set before our country. They were dis-
cussed every day on the campaign. With
the campaign over, Americans are expecting
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