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I believe that millions in the Middle East
plead in silence for their freedom. I believe
women in the Middle East want to live
in a free society. I believe the mothers
and the fathers of the Middle East want
to bring their children up in a free and
peaceful world. I believe all these things,
because freedom is not America’s gift to
the world; freedom is the Almighty God’s
gift to each man and woman in this world.

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet
times in the life of a nation when little
is expected of its leaders. This is not one
of those times. This is a time that requires
firm resolve, clear vision, and a deep faith
in the values that makes this a great nation.

None of us will ever forget that week
when one era ended and another began.
On September the 14th, 2001, I stood in
the ruins of the Twin Towers. It's a day
I will never forget. I will never forget the
voices of those in hardhats yelling at me
at the top of their lungs, “Whatever it
takes.” I will never forget the look in the

man’s eyes as he grabbed me by the arm,
and he said, “Do not let me down.” Ever
since that day, I wake up every morning
thinking about how to better protect our
country. I will never relent in defending
America, whatever it takes.

Four years ago, when I traveled your
great State, 4 years ago, when I came to
The Villages, for that matter, I made this
pledge, that if you gave me a chance to
serve, I would uphold the honor and the
dignity of the office to which I had been
elected. With your help, I will do so for
4 more years.

God bless. Thanks for coming. Thank
you all. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. at
the Lake Sumter Landing Market Square. In
his remarks, he referred to Florida State
Representative Carey Baker and his wife,
Lori; Mel R. Martinez, senatorial candidate
in Florida; former President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq; and Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi of Japan.

Statement on the Anniversary of the Allied Landing on Leyte Island

October 19, 2004

On October 20, we commemorate the
60th anniversary of the Allied landing on
Leyte Island’s shores, a pivotal moment in
the history of the War in the Pacific and
in the human struggle for liberty. The
Leyte landing is a central event in the long
history of friendship between the peoples
of the Philippines and the United States.

This year we are privileged that Amer-
ican, Filipino, and Australian veterans once
again stand on the very beach where they
fought for the liberation of the Philippines
six decades ago. Many of those brave Allied
soldiers made the ultimate sacrifice on

these shores in the cause of freedom. Mac-
Arthur, Osmena, Romulo, and all those he-
roes commemorated in bronze on Leyte’s
shores were tenacious and brave.

Veterans of the Leyte landing: Know that
we will continue to recognize this date as
a day to draw renewed inspiration from
your courage and sacrifice in the cause of
freedom. We will pass on to our children
what your great generation has passed to
us, a world where liberty is the right of
all humankind, and where men and women
will remain vigilant in its defense.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in

Colombia
October 19, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the emergency declared
with respect to significant narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia is to continue
in effect beyond October 21, 2004, to the
Federal Register for publication. The most
recent notice continuing this emergency
was published in the Federal Register on
October 20, 2003 (68 Fed. Reg. 60023).
The circumstances that led to the dec-
laration on October 21, 1995, of a national
emergency have not been resolved. The ac-
tions of significant narcotics traffickers cen-
tered in Colombia continue to pose an un-

Remarks in Mason City, Iowa
October 20, 2004

The President. Thank you all for coming.
Thank you all for coming out to say hello.
It is great to be in Mason City, Towa. I
appreciate the warm welcome. It's the
home of fine corn, fine people, and fine
music.

I'm here to ask for your help. We're
less than 2 weeks away from voting time.
And T'd like for you to get your friends
and neighbors and remind them we have
a duty in democracy to vote. And get them
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usual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States and to cause extreme
violence, corruption, and harm in the
United States and abroad. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to maintain economic pressure on signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia by blocking their property or inter-
ests in property that are in the United
States or within the possession or control
of United States persons and by depriving
them of access to U.S. commercial and fi-
nancial markets.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this let-
ter. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

headed to the polls, and remind them, if
they want a safer America and a stronger
America and a better America, to put me
and Dick Cheney back in office.

My only regret is that Laura is not trav-
eling with me today.

Audience members. Aw-w-w!

The President. That is generally the reac-
tion. [Laughter] “Why didn’t you send her,
and you stay at home?” [Laughter] She was
a public school librarian when I met her
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