AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Oct. 13

Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist orga-
nization.

Remarks at a Presidential Debate Watch Party in Phoenix, Arizona

October 13, 2004

The President. Thank you all.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you all very much.
I've been to a lot of ballparks in my day,
but I've never been to a ballpark filled with
so many people who are going to go out
and work the vote and make sure we can
win in November.

I am so honored you came out tonight.
I cannot thank you enough for greeting me
and Laura and Barbara and Jenna. It warms
our heart and lifts our spirit to be here
with so many great American citizens.
Thanks for coming. You know, when I got
here, Laura said, “Stand up straight. Don’t
scowl, and keep your speech short.”
[Laughter]

I meant what I said about Laura. I love
her dearly. She’s a great First Lady. To-
night I tried to give the people a reason
to put me back in for 4 more years, but
perhaps the most important reason of all
is so that Laura is the First Lady for 4
more years. I'm proud to be here with
Barbara and Jenna. I told them, I said,
“Get you some sleep tonight, and get back
out on the campaign trail.” [Laughter]

But thank you all for coming. I love my
family. I love my country. I love working
with John McCain. I'm so proud to be
standing with him here today. He is—he
and I are going to go to Nevada tomorrow.
We're going to Las Vegas. We're going to
Reno. We're going to Oregon. We're going
to travel this country with a message that’s
hopeful and optimistic, and we’re going to
win.

I want to thank Cindy McCain as well
for being here. I want to thank my friend

Senator Jon Kyl and Caryll Kyl for being
here as well. I want to thank the Members
of Congress who are here.

I want to thank my friend Aaron Tippin
for providing some—applause]—yes. 1
want to thank the Arizona Diamondbacks
for opening up this fantastic facility for us
here today. I want to thank the players
who are here.

I want to thank the grassroots activists,
the people who are going to put up the
signs and make the phone calls and turn
out the people to vote.

I know you know this, but you can now
cast your ballot for Dick Cheney and me.
Make sure you do so, and get your friends
and neighbors to do so. We need your help.
We need your vote. We're going to win
in November.

I enjoyed the debate tonight. It gave me
a chance to tell the American people where
I want to lead for the next 4 years. We'll
continue to create jobs. We'll continue to
make sure our schools work. We’ll work
on health care. We’ll make sure that Amer-
ica is safe and secure by staying on the
offensive. We’'ll defeat the terrorists over-
seas so we do not face them here at home.

And finally, we will never forget the val-
ues of this country, our faith, our families.
We will make sure that we continue to
hold true to our beliefs that liberty can
transform the world. We long for peace.
We will spread the peace by spreading
freedom.

I'm honored that you're here. Thank you
for coming. May God bless you, and may
God bless America.
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NoOTE: The President spoke at 8:12 p.m. at
the Bank One Ballpark. In his remarks, he
referred to Cindy McCain, wife of Senator

John McCain; Caryll Kyl, wife of Senator Jon
L. Kyl; and entertainer Aaron Tippin.

Statement on Signing the Military Construction Appropriations and
Emergency Hurricane Supplementai Appropriations Act, 2005

October 13, 2004

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4837,
the “Military Construction Appropriations
and Emergency Hurricane Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2005.” This Act pro-
vides funding for construction to support
the operations of the U.S. Armed Forces
and for military family housing. The Act
also provides the funds I requested to help
citizens in Florida and elsewhere rebuild
their lives in the aftermath of multiple hur-
ricanes and other natural disasters.

Sections 107, 110, 113, 118, and 303 of
the Act provide for notice to the Congress
of relocation of activities between military
installations, initiation of a new installation
abroad, U.S. military exercises involving
$100,000 in construction costs, specific ac-
tions to encourage foreign nations to as-
sume a greater share of the common de-
fense burden, and initiation of certain types
of programs. The Supreme Court of the
United States has stated that the Presi-
dent’s authority to classify and control ac-
cess to information bearing on national se-
curity flows from the Constitution and does
not depend upon a legislative grant of au-
thority. Although notice can be provided
in most situations as a matter of comity,
situations may arise, especially in wartime,
in which the President must act promptly
under his constitutional grants of executive
power and authority as Commander in
Chief while protecting sensitive national se-
curity information. The executive branch
shall construe these sections in a manner
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consistent with the constitutional authority
of the President.

Section 128 of the Act purports to re-
quire Department of Defense officials to
respond in writing within 21 days to any
question or inquiry from the congressional
military construction appropriations sub-
committees. The executive branch shall
construe section 128 in a manner consistent
with the President’s constitutional authority
to supervise the unitary executive branch
and to withhold information the disclosure
of which could impair foreign relations, the
national security, the deliberative processes
of the Executive, or the performance of
the Executive’s constitutional duties.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 110(d)(2) of the Alaska Natural Gas
Pipeline Act as contained in Division C of
the Act, relating to submission of legislative
recommendations, in a manner consistent
with the President’s exclusive constitutional
authority to recommend for the consider-
ation of the Congress such measures as the
President judges necessary and expedient.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
October 13, 2004.

NotE: H.R. 4837, approved October 13, was
assigned Public Law No. 108-324. This state-
ment was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on October 14.
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