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must be better, and it will be. I look for-
ward to the intelligence reform commis-
sion’s recommendations, and we will act on
them to improve our intelligence, especially
our intelligence about weapons of mass de-
struction.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:24 p.m. on
the South Grounds at the White House prior
to his departure for Wausau, WI. In his re-
marks, he referred to Charles Duelfer, Spe-
cial Advisor to the Director of Central Intel-
ligence; David Kay, former CIA Special Ad-

Remarks in Wausau, Wisconsin
October 7, 2004

The President. Thank you all for coming
out. It's great to be back in Wisconsin.
Listen, thanks for coming. It’s great to be
back in Wausau. It's an honor that so many
came out to say hello. I'm so thankful
youre here. Next time I come back I'd
like to do some hunting and fishing.

I'm here to ask for your vote. I'm here
to ask for your help. We're getting close
to the stretch run here in this campaign,
and I'd like to encourage you to get your
friends and neighbors to register to vote
and then go to the polls. And remind them
when they head to the polls, if they want
a safer America, a stronger America, a bet-
ter America, to put Dick Cheney and me
back in office.

Laura sends her very best. Last time I
saw her, I was watching the Jay Leno rerun
this morning. [Laughter] I am—you know,
when I asked her to marry me, she said,
“Fine, just so long as I never have to give
a speech.” [Laughter] 1 said, “Okay, you
got a deal.” Fortunately, she didn’t hold
me to that promise. The American people
have gotten to see what I know: She is
a strong, compassionate, great First Lady
for this country.

visor for Strategy Regarding Iraqi Weapons
of Mass Destruction Programs; and former
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. He also
referred to the Commission on the Intel-
ligence Capabilities of the United States Re-
garding Weapons of Mass Destruction,
chaired by former Senator Chuck Robb and
Judge Laurence Silberman. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. The report
of September 30 was entitled “Comprehen-
sive Report of the Special Advisor to the DCI
on Iraq’s WMD.”

I was proud of the job my Vice President
did the other night.

I appreciate Tommy Thompson. He’s a
great leader. He’s in my Cabinet, as you
recall. And I appreciate you training him
so well.

I'm glad to be here on the stage with
the next United States Senator from Wis-
consin, Tim Michels. You got a good one
in Tim, and I hope you put him in office.
It’s important. And make no mistake about
it, with your help, he’s going to win.

I want to thank Jack Voight, who is the
State treasurer. I want to thank the assem-
bly speaker, John Gard, who is with us,
Scott Walker is over here from Milwaukee
County. I appreciate him coming. We call
him Scott W. [Laughter] I want to thank
the mayor of Wausau for being here, Mayor
Tipple. Mr. Mayor, I'm proud you're here.
My only advice, and I know you didn’t ask
for any—{laughterl—but my only advice is
to fill the potholes. [Laughter]

I want to thank Scott Klug for emceeing
this event, and I appreciate my friend Stan
Orr. I want to thank John Conlee, the sing-
er who was here. I appreciate you coming,
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John, and thanks for entertaining every-
body.

I particularly want to thank the grassroots
activists who are here. Those are the peo-
ple who put up the signs and make the
phone calls and do all the hard work. You
never hardly get thanked. I'm here to thank
you for what youre going to do. I know
with your hard work, I know when we turn
out the vote, we will carry Wisconsin this
year and win a great victory in November.

I have a strong, positive message. As your
President, I have worked hard to make
America more hopeful and more secure.
I have led our country with principle and
resolve, and that’s how I'll lead this Nation
for 4 more years.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. When 1 took office—I
want you to remind your friends and neigh-
bors about what we have been through as
a country. When I took office, the bubble
of the 1990s had burst, and our economy
was heading into recession. Because of the
attacks of September the 11th, nearly a mil-
lion jobs were lost in 3 months. It was
a dangerous time for our economy. You
might remember there were people warn-
ing of potential deflation and depression.

But we acted. To stimulate the economy,
I called on the United States Congress to
pass historic tax relief, which it did. And
that tax relief was the fuel that got our
economy growing again, thanks to the effort
of our citizens and the right policies in
the right place at the right time. That re-
cession is behind us, and were creating
jobs again.

In the past year, the United States has
added about 1.7 million new jobs, more
than Germany, Japan, Great Britain, Can-
ada, and France combined. Real after-tax
income—the money you keep in your pock-
et—is up more than 10 percent since I
took office. Homeownership is at an alltime
high in America today. Small businesses are
flourishing. Today we learned that Amer-
ica’s welfare rolls are the lowest in 34 years.
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Math and reading scores are increasing in
our public schools. Ten million students
will get record levels of grants and loans
to help with college. We have modernized
Medicare so our seniors will get a prescrip-
tion drug coverage in 2006.

And this farm economy is strong. I un-
derstand farming is a priority in Wisconsin,
and I made it a priority in my administra-
tion. My opponent has taken a different
view. In the Senate career he’s consistently
voted against the interests of your dairy
farmers.

Audience members. Boo-0-o0!

The President. He supported the North-
east Dairy Compact.

Audience members. Boo-0-0!

The President. That puts your farmers
at a distinct disadvantage. I believe farm
policy should treat all farmers fairly. That’s
why I was proud to sign a good farm bill.
We've opened up foreign markets for your
products. We've increased funding for eth-
anol and biodiesel. Farm income is at an
alltime high.

I know that the Milk Income Lost Con-
tract program is important to the dairy
farmers here in Wisconsin. The milk pro-
gram is set to expire next fall. I look for-
ward to working with Congress to reauthor-
ize the program so Wisconsin dairy farmers
and dairy farmers all across this country
can count on the support they need.

We have made America stronger, and
we're just getting started. Listen, we live
in a time of change. It’s a changing econ-
omy. People are changing jobs and careers
often. Women are working inside the home
and outside the home. And yet the funda-
mental systems of our Government haven't
changed. They're stuck in the past.

I understand a hopeful society is one in
which we challenge the soft bigotry of low
expectations in our public schools and raise
the standards and trust the local people
to make sure they make the right decisions
for the schools. We have an achievement
gap in America that’s closing, thanks to our
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education reforms, and we’re not going to
turn back.

We're going to invest in our Nation’s fine
community colleges so they prepare work-
ers for the jobs of the 2lst century. In
a time of change, because people are
changing jobs often, we’ll expand health
savings accounts so people can pay health
expenses tax-free and keep the savings if
they change jobs.

We'll improve Social Security. Listen, if
youre—I remember the 2000 campaign
here in Wisconsin. You might remember
it too. They said, “If old George W. gets
elected, he’s going to take away your Social
Security check.” You remember those ads?
Well, you got your check, didn’t you? And
you're going to get it again.

Nobody is going to take away the check
of those who are on Social Security, and
the baby boomers are in good shape. But
we better worry about our children and
our grandchildren when it comes to Social
Security. In order to make sure Social Se-
curity is available for them, younger work-
ers ought to be able to take some of their
own money and set up a personal savings
account that they can call their own, that
the Government will not take away.

To keep our economy strong and com-
petitive, we got to make sure America is
the best place in the world to do business.
That means we've got to have that tax relief
we passed permanent. That means we got
to do something about these needless regu-
lations on small businesses. This country
needs an energy plan if we want to keep
jobs here in America. I submitted a plan
to the Congress over 2 years ago. It's a
plan that calls for more conservation, the
use of renewable fuels like ethanol and bio-
diesel. It's a plan that says we can use
our coal and natural gas wisely without
hurting the environment. It's a plan that
says if we want jobs here in America, we
must be less dependent on foreign sources
of energy.

We got to do something about the frivo-
lous and junk lawsuits here in America that

hurt our employers and make it hard to
get jobs. We've got—my opponent and I
have got different views on all these issues.
We've got some fundamental differences on
issues like taxes. See, I have a record of
reducing them. He’s got a record of raising
them.

Audience members. Boo-0-0!

The President. He voted in the United
States Senate 98 times to raise taxes.

Audience members. Boo-o0-0!

The President. That sounds like he’s de-
veloping a habit. [Laughter] He voted for
higher taxes on Social Security benefits.

Audience members. Boo-0-0!

The President. He voted for the 1997
formula that helped cause the increases in
Medicare.

Audience members. Boo-o0-0!

The President. He’s against all the tax
relief we've passed. You might remember
that tax relief. We raised the child credit.
We reduced the penalty on marriage. We
created a 10-percent bracket for low-in-
come Americans. He voted against them
all.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!

The President. My opponent is one of
the few candidates in history to campaign
on a pledge to raise taxes.

Audience members. Boo-0-o0!

The President. And unfortunately, that’s
the kind of promise more politicians keep.
[Laughter] He says the tax relief—the tax
increase is only for the rich. Now, you've
heard that before. The rich hire lawyers
and accountants for a reason: to stick you
with the bill. [Laughter] The good news
is we're not going to let him tax us this
year. We're going to carry Wisconsin and
win a great victory in November.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. The Senator and I have
different views on health care, fundamen-
tally different views on health care. I be-
lieve that we ought to make health care
available and affordable. We’ll make it
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available by making sure low-income Amer-
icans can go to a community health center
to get good preventative care and good pri-
mary care. We'll make it available to make
sure our children’s health programs for low-
income Americans are expanded to every
corner of this country. We'll make it afford-
able by doing something about these frivo-
lous lawsuits that are running good doctors
out of business and running your costs up.
We'll make it affordable by promoting tech-
nologies which will help wring out excessive
costs in health care.

We'll make it affordable by allowing
small businesses to pool risk across jurisdic-
tional boundaries so they can buy insurance
at the same discounts big companies can
buy insurance. We'll make it affordable by
expanding health savings accounts, and that
stands in stark contrast to my opponent’s
plan. Under his plan, 8 million Americans
would lose the private insurance they get
at work and would end up on a Govern-
ment program.

Audience members. Boo-0-o0!

The President. Under his plan, 8 out of
10 people who'd get new insurance would
get it from the Federal Government.

Audience members. Boo-0-0!

The President. My opponent’s proposal
would be the largest expansion of Govern-
ment-run health care ever.

Audience members. Boo-o0-o!

The President. And you know something,
when the Government pays the bills, it
makes the rules. His plan would put bu-
reaucrats in charge of dictating coverage,
which could ration your care and limit your
choice of doctors. What I'm telling you is
he’s putting us on the path to “Hillary-
care.”

Audience members. Boo-0-0!

The President. T've got a different idea.
In all we do to improve health care, we
will make sure the decisions are made by
patients and doctors, not by bureaucrats in
our Nation’s Capital.

During his 20 years as a Senator, my
opponent hasn’t had many accomplish-
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ments. Of the hundreds of bills he sub-
mitted, only five became law. That’s in 20
years of service. One of them was ceremo-
nial. But to be fair, he has earned a special
distinction in the Congress. The non-
partisan  National Journal analyzed his
record and named John Kerry the most
liberal Member of the United States Sen-
ate.

Audience members. Boo-0-0!

The President. Now, that’s saying some-
thing when the competition is people like
Ted Kennedy. [Laughter] It wasn’t easy for
him to be the single most liberal Member
of the Senate. You might say it took hard
work. [Laughter] But he earned that title
by voting for higher taxes and more regula-
tion and more junk lawsuits and more Gov-
ernment control of your life. And that’s one
of the real differences of this campaign.
My opponent is a tax-and-spend liberal. I'm
a compassionate conservative. My opponent
wants to empower Government. I want to
use Government to empower our citizens.
My opponent seems to think all the wisdom
is found in Washington, DC. T trust the
wisdom of the American people.

You know, I say this, we're living in a
changing world, and we do. There’s some
things that won’t change, the values we try
to live by, courage and compassion, rev-
erence and integrity. We stand for a culture
of life in which every person matters and
every being counts. We stand for marriage
and family, which are the foundations of
our society. And I stand for appointing
judges who know the difference between
personal opinion and the strict interpreta-
tion of the law.

Our differences are also clear on issues
like national security. When I took office
in 2001, threats to America had been gath-
ering for years. Then, on one terrible morn-
ing, the terrorists took more lives than
America lost at Pearl Harbor.

Since that day, we have waged a global
campaign to protect the American people
and bring our enemies to account. Our
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Government has trained over a half a mil-
lion first-responders. We've tripled the
spending for homeland security. Law en-
forcement and intelligence have better tools
to stop the terrorists, thanks to the PA-
TRIOT Act, which my opponent voted for
but now wants to weaken.

The Taliban regime that sheltered Al
Qaida is gone from power. And in 2 days’
time, 10 million people, 41 percent of
whom are women, have registered to vote
in a Presidential election that will take
place in 2 days’ time. Think about that.
Think about what's going on there. The
black market network that weapons mate-
rials to North Korea and Libya and Iran
is now out of business. Libya has given
up its weapons of mass destruction pro-
grams. Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have
joined the fight, and more than three-quar-
ters of Al Qaida’s key members and associ-
ates have been brought to justice. We have
led, many have followed, and America and
the world are safer.

After September the 11th, America had
to assess every potential threat in a new
light. Our Nation awakened to even a
greater danger, the prospect that terrorists
who killed thousands with hijacked air-
planes would kill many more with weapons
of mass murder. That’s the threat we face.
And so we had to take a hard look at every
place where terrorists might get those
weapous.

And one regime stood out, the dictator-
ship of Saddam Hussein. We knew the dic-
tator had a history of using weapons of
mass destruction, a long aggression and ha-
tred for America, and was listed by Repub-
lican and Democratic administrations as a
state sponsor of terror. There was a risk
that Saddam would pass weapons or mate-
rials or information on to terrorist networks.
And that was a risk, after September the
11th, this Nation could not afford to take.
After 12 years of United Nations Security
Council resolutions, we gave him a final
chance to come clean and to listen to the
demands of the free world. He chose defi-

ance and he chose war, and the world is
better off with Saddam Hussein sitting in
a prison cell.

Last week in our debate, Senator Kerry
once again came down firmly on every side
of the Iraq war. He stated that Saddam
Hussein was a threat and that America had
no business removing that threat. Senator
Kerry said our soldiers and marines are not
fighting for a “mistake” but also called the
liberation of Iraq a “colossal error.” He said
we need to do more to train Iraqis but
also said we shouldn’t be spending so much
money over there. He said he wants to
hold a summit meeting so he can invite
other countries to join what he calls the
“wrong war in the wrong place at the
wrong time.”

Audience members. Boo-0-0!

The President. You hear all that, and you
can understand why somebody would make
a face. [Laughter]

Just a short time ago, my opponent held
a little press conference and continued his
pattern of overheated rhetoric. He accused
me of deception. He’s claiming I misled
America about weapons when he, himself,
cited the very same intelligence about
Saddam’s weapons programs as the reason
he voted to go to war. Two years ago this
Saturday, back when he was for the war—
[laughter]—my opponent said on the floor
of the United States Senate, and I quote,
“Saddam Hussein sitting in Baghdad, with
an arsenal of weapons of mass destruction
is a different matter. In the wake of Sep-
tember the 11th, who among us can say
with any certainty to anybody that those
weapons might not be used against our
troops or against allies in the region.” John
Kerry went on: “Who can say that this mas-
ter of miscalculation will not develop a
weapon of mass destruction even greater,
a nuclear weapon, then re-invade Kuwait
or push the Kurds out, attack Israel, any
numbers of scenarios to try to further his
ambitions. Can we afford to ignore that
possibility that Saddam Hussein might acci-
dentally as well as purposely allow those
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weapons to slide off to one group or an-
other in a region where weapons are the
currency or the trade.” End quote.

Now today my opponent tries to say 1
made up reasons to go to war. Just who
is the one trying to mislead the American
people?

We have many victories in this war on
terror so far, and the war goes on. Our
Nation is safer but not yet safe. To win
this war, we must fight it on every front.
We will stay on the offensive against the
terrorist networks. We will defeat them
overseas so we do not have to face them
here at home.

We will confront governments that sup-
port terrorists and could arm them because
they're equally guilty of terrorist murder.
And our long-term victory requires con-
fronting the ideology of hate with freedom
and hope, changing the conditions that
produce radicalism and suicide bombers,
and finding new democratic allies in a trou-
bled region of the world. You see, America
is always more secure when freedom is on
the march.

And freedom is on the march in Afghani-
stan, in Iraq, and elsewhere. There will be
good days and there will be bad days in
the war on terror. But every day, we will
show our resolve, and we will do our duty.
This Nation is determined. We will stay
in the fight until the fight is won.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. My opponent and I have
very different views on conducting the war
on terror. Senator Kerry approaches the
world with a September-the-10th mindset.
Think about this. He declared at his con-
vention speech that any attack will be met
with a swift and certain response. That was
the mindset of the 1990s, while Al Qaida
was planning the attacks on America. After
September the 11th, our object in the war
on terror is not to wait for the next attack
and respond but to prevent attacks by tak-
ing the fight to the enemy.
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In our debate, Senator Kerry said that
removing Saddam Hussein was a mistake
because a threat was not imminent. Think
about that. The problem with his approach
is obvious. If America waits until a threat
is at our doorstep, it might be too late
to save lives. You see, terrorists and tyrants
will not give us polite notice before they
launch an attack on our country. I refuse
to stand by while dangers gather.

My opponent also announced the Kerry
doctrine, declaring that Americans™ actions
in the war on terror must pass a “global
test.”

Audience members. Boo-o0-o!

The President. Under this test, America
would not be able to act quickly against
threats because we’d be sitting around wait-
ing for a grade from other nations. I have
a different view. America will always work
with our allies for security and peace, but
the President’s job is not to pass an inter-
national test. The President’s job is to pro-
tect the American people.

When my opponent first ran for Con-
gress, he argued that American troops
should be deployed only at the directive
of the United Nations.

Audience members. Boo-0-0!

The President. You probably think I'm
making that up. [Laughter] I thought it was
wrong when I first read it. [Laughter] Now,
to be fair, he’s changed his mind, but it
is a window into his thinking. [Laughter]
Over the years, Senator Kerry has looked
for every excuse to constrain America’s ac-
tion in the world. These days he praises
America’s broad coalition in the Persian
Gulf war. But in 1991—I want to remind
you what he said—he criticized coalition
members as, quote, “shadow battlefield al-
lies who barely carry a burden.” That
sounds familiar, doesn’t it? And that time
he voted against the war. If that coalition
didn’t pass his “global test,” nothing will
pass his “global test.” [Laughter]

The Kerry doctrine has other con-
sequences, especially for our men and
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women in uniform. The Senator from Mas-
sachusetts supports the International Crimi-
nal Court

Audience members. Boo-0-o0!

The President. which would allow
unaccountable foreign prosecutors and for-
eign judges to put American soldiers on
trial.

Audience members. Boo-0-0!

The President. You probably think I'm
making that up. See, that would be a legal
nightmare for our troops. My fellow citi-
zens, as long as I'm your President, Ameri-
cans in uniform will answer to the officers
and law of the United States, not to the
International Criminal Court in The Hague.

We have a different point of view on
how to build alliances. The Senator speaks
about his plan to strengthen America’s alli-
ances, but he’s got an odd way of going
about it. In the middle of the war, he’s
chosen to insult our fighting allies by calling
them “window dressing” and “a coalition
of the coerced and the bribed.”

Audience members. Boo-o0-0!

The President. Well, the Italians who
died in Nasiriyah were not window dress-
ing. Theyre heroes in the war on terror,
as far as we’re concerned. The British and
the Poles at the head of the multinational
divisions in Iraq were not coerced or
bribed. They fought and some have died
in the cause of freedom and peace. These
good allies and dozens of others deserve
the respect of all Americans, not the scorn
of a politician. Instead, the Senator would
have America bend over backwards to sat-
isfy a handful of governments with different
agendas. This is my opponent’s alliance-
building strategy: Brush off your best friend
and fawn over your critics. And that’s no
way to gain respect in this world.

My opponent says he has a plan for Iraq,
and part of it should sound pretty familiar
because it’s already known as the Bush
plan. [Laughter] Senator Kerry suggests we
train Iraqi troops. That’s what we've been
doing for months. [Laughter] He’s pro-
posing that Iraq have elections. That’s

what’s going to happen in January. He says
the U.N. ought to be involved in the elec-
tions. Well, the U.N. is already there.
[Laughter]

There was one new element of Senator
Kerry’s plan. He talks about artificial time-
tables to pull our forces out of Irag. You
see, he sent a signal that America’s over-
riding goal in Iraq would be to leave, even
if the job isn’t done.

Audience members. Boo-o0-o!

The President. That may satisfy his polit-
ical needs, but his words complicate the
essential work we’re doing in Iraq. See, the
Iragi people need to know that America
will not cut and run when their freedom
is at stake. Our soldiers and marines need
to know that America will honor their serv-
ice and sacrifice by completing the mission.
Our enemies in Iraq need to know that
they can never outlast the will of America.
Senator Kerry assures us that he’s the one
to win a war he calls a “mistake,” a “diver-
sion,” an “error.” But you can’t win a war
you do not believe in fighting for. On Iraq,
Senator Kerry has a strategy for retreat,
and I have a strategy for victory.

We returned the sovereignty to the Iraqi
people ahead of schedule. We have trained
and equipped about 100,000 Iragi soldiers,
police officers, and other security per-
sonnel, and the total will rise to 125,000
by the end of the year. See, the strategy
ought to be clear. The Iragi people must
stand up and fight for their freedom. They
must be the ones that take the hard risk.
We've allocated about $7 billion for recon-
struction efforts so more Iraqis can see the
benefit of freedom. We're working with the
coalition of some 30 nations to provide se-
curity. Other nations are helping with debt
relief. And although the terrorists will try
to stop them, Iraq will hold free elections
in January.

I believe in the power of liberty to trans-
form nations. I believe that freedom can
bring peace. You know, I talk to Prime
Minister Koizumi quite often—he’s the
Prime Minister of Japan. I know we've got
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some veterans here—first of all, I want to
say thanks to all the veterans who set such
a great example. I suspect we may have
some veterans of World War II with us.
My dad was such a veteran. There’s a vet-
eran right there. The reason I bring that
up is because it wasn't all that long ago
in the march of history we were fighting
Japan. My dad was there; others were there
as well. They were the sworn enemy of
America.

After World War II, Harry Truman be-
lieved that liberty could transform an
enemy into a friend. So we worked hard
to help Iraq with democracy—I mean,
Japan with democracy. And as a result, I
sit down at the table today talking with
the leader of a former enemy about how
to keep the peace we all want. Think about
that. That’s what's happening in the world
today. A free Iraq will help us keep the
peace. A free Iraq will be an ally in the
war against terror. And someday, an Amer-
ican President will be sitting down at the
table with a duly elected leader from Iraq,
talking about how to keep the peace. And
our children and our grandchildren will be
better off for it.

These are important times. It is impor-
tant we complete the mission successfully.
I know some of the citizens of our country
have concerns over Iraq. I respect that. We
ought to take this issue seriously because
it’s a serious matter.

I assure them we're in Iraq because I
believe it is necessary for the—to get a
positive outcome in this war on terror.
That’s what I believe. If another terror re-
gime were allowed to emerge in Iraq, the
terrorists would find a home and a new
source of funding. They would correctly
conclude that free nations do not have the
will to defend themselves. If Iraq becomes
a free society in the heart of the Middle
East, we'll have an ally and a model for
other nations to look at.

That's why Democratic Senator Joe
Lieberman calls Iraq “a crucial battle in
the global war on terrorism.” That's why
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Prime Minister Tony Blair called the strug-
gle in Iraq “the crucible in which the fu-
ture of global terrorism will be deter-
mined.” That’s why the terrorists are fight-
ing with desperate cruelty, because they
know their own future is at stake. Iraq is
no diversion. It is a place where civilization
is taking a decisive stand against chaos and
terror, and we must not waver.

Unfortunately, my opponent has been
known to waver. [Laughter] His well-cho-
sen words and his rationalizations cannot
explain why he voted to authorize force
against Saddam Hussein and then voted
against money to support our troops in
combat.

Audience members. Boo-0-o0!

The President. He actually tried to clear
it up initially by issuing the famous quote,
“T actually did vote for the $87 billion, be-
fore T voted against it.” [Laughter] T've
been in politics for some time. T've never
heard one of them put it that way before.
[Laughter] He now says he made a mistake
in how he talked about his vote. The mis-
take is not what Senator Kerry said. The
mistake is what he did in voting against
funding for our troops in harm’s way. That
is the kind of wavering a nation at war
can never afford.

On September the 14th, 2001, I stood
in the ruins of the Twin Towers. It helped
shape my thinking about my duty to protect
you. I'll never forget that day. There were
workers in hardhats there yelling at me at
the top of their lungs, “Whatever it takes.”
I was doing my best to console those who
were coming out of that rubble. They had
grime and dirt all over them. I looked a
guy right in the eye—he had bloodshot
eyes—and he said, “Don’t let me down.”

I wake up every morning since that day
thinking about how to better protect Amer-
ica. T will never relent in doing what is
necessary to secure this country and to pro-
tect you, whatever it takes.

A race for President is a contest for the
future, and you know where I stand. I'm
running for President to keep this Nation
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on the offensive against terrorists with the
goal of total victory and peace for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren. I'm running
for President to keep this economy moving
so every worker has a good job and quality
health care and a secure retirement. I'm
running for President to make our strong
Nation a more compassionate society where
no one is left out, because I believe every-
body counts and everybody matters.

I have a hopeful vision—I have a opti-
mistic vision about this country. You would
have one too if you've seen what I've seen.
I've seen the spirit of America under good
times and bad times. I've seen the great
character of this Nation rise up to help
a fellow citizen who hurts. I've seen strang-
ers put their arms around another person
and say, “I love you, brother.” “T love you,
sister. What can I do to help you?”

I believe this young century will be lib-
erty’s century. We'll promote liberty abroad

to protect our country and build a better
world beyond terror. We'll encourage lib-
erty here at home to spread prosperity and
opportunity to every part of this land. I'm
going to carry this message to my fellow
citizens in these closing days of this cam-
paign. I'm looking forward to it, and with
your help, we’ll carry Wisconsin and win
a great victory on November the 2d.

Thank you all for coming. I'm glad you're
here. God bless. Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:19 p.m. at
Marathon Park. In his remarks, he referred
to television talk show host Jay Leno; John
Gard, speaker, Wisconsin State Assembly;
Milwaukee County Executive Scott Walker;
Mayor James E. Tipple of Wausau, WI;
former Representative Scott L. Klug of Wis-
consin; Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of
Japan; and Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom.

Presidential Debate in St. Louis, Missouri

October 8, 2004

Charles Gibson. Good evening from the
Field House at Washington University in
St. Louis. I'm Charles Gibson of ABC
News and “Good Morning America.” T wel-
come you to the second of the 2004 Presi-
dential debates between President George
W. Bush, the Republican nominee, and
Senator John Kerry, the Democratic nomi-
nee. The debates are sponsored by the
Commission on Presidential Debates.

Tonight’s format is going to be a bit dif-
ferent. We have assembled a townhall
meeting. We're in the “Show Me” State,
as everyone knows Missouri to be, so Mis-
souri residents will ask the questions, these
140 citizens who were identified by the
Gallup Organization as not yet committed
in this election. Now, earlier today each
audience member gave me two questions

on cards like this: One they'd like to ask

of the President; the other theyd like to
ask the Senator. I have selected the ques-
tions to be asked and the order. No one
has seen the final list of questions but
me—certainly not the candidates. No audi-
ence member knows if he or she will be
called upon. Audience microphones will be
turned off after a question is asked.
Audience members will address their
question to a specific candidate. He'll have
2 minutes to answer. The other candidate
will have a minute and a half for rebuttal.
And T have the option of extending discus-
sion for 1 minute, to be divided equally
between the two men. All subjects are open
for discussion. And you probably know the
light system by now, green light at 30 sec-
onds, yellow at 15, red at 5, and flashing
red means you're done. Those are the can-
didates” rules. I will hold the candidates
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