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Oct. 6 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 

‘‘Bo’’ Schembechler, former head coach, 
University of Michigan football team, and his 
wife, Cathy; Michigan State Attorney Gen-
eral Mike Cox; Oakland County Chief Execu-
tive L. Brooks Patterson; Michigan State 

Representative Ruth Johnson; Betsy DeVos, 
chairman, Michigan Republican Party; and 
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United 
Kingdom.

Statement on Senate Passage of the ‘‘National Intelligence Reform Act’’ 
October 6, 2004 

I commend the Senate for acting in a 
bipartisan way to pass landmark legislation 
that will help us meet our goal to better 
protect the American people by strength-
ening the intelligence community. The 
‘‘National Intelligence Reform Act’’ is con-
sistent with my proposal to establish a 
strong National Intelligence Director with 
full budget authority and the new National 
Counterterrorism Center. America is a na-

tion at war, and this legislation is another 
important step forward as we do everything 
in our power to defeat the terrorist enemy 
and protect the American people. I urge 
the House to act quickly so that Congress 
can resolve any differences and send legis-
lation to me as soon as possible. 

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 2845. 

Remarks on the Report on Iraq’s Weapons of Mass Destruction 
October 7, 2004 

Chief weapons inspector Charles Duelfer 
has now issued a comprehensive report that 
confirms the earlier conclusion of David 
Kay that Iraq did not have the weapons 
that our intelligence believed were there. 

The Duelfer report also raises important 
new information about Saddam Hussein’s 
defiance of the world and his intent and 
capability to develop weapons. The Duelfer 
report showed that Saddam was systemati-
cally gaming the system, using the U.N. 
Oil for Food Programme to try to influence 
countries and companies in an effort to un-
dermine sanctions. He was doing so with 
the intent of restarting his weapons pro-
gram, once the world looked away. 

Based on all the information we have 
today, I believe we were right to take ac-
tion, and America is safer today with Sad-
dam Hussein in prison. He retained the 
knowledge, the materials, the means, and 

the intent to produce weapons of mass de-
struction, and he could have passed that 
knowledge on to our terrorist enemies. Sad-
dam Hussein was a unique threat, a sworn 
enemy of our country, a state sponsor of 
terror, operating in the world’s most volatile 
region. In a world after September the 
11th, he was a threat we had to confront, 
and America and the world are safer for 
our actions. 

The Duelfer report makes clear that 
much of the accumulated body of 12 years 
of our intelligence and that of our allies 
was wrong, and we must find out why and 
correct the flaws. The Silberman-Robb 
Commission is now at work to do just that, 
and its work is important and essential. At 
a time of many threats in the world, the 
intelligence on which the President and 
Members of Congress base their decisions 
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