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“Bo” Schembechler, former head coach,
University of Michigan football team, and his
wife, Cathy; Michigan State Attorney Gen-
eral Mike Cox; Oakland County Chief Execu-
tive L. Brooks Patterson; Michigan State

Representative Ruth Johnson; Betsy DeVos,
chairman, Michigan Republican Party; and
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United
Kingdom.

Statement on Senate Passage of the “National Intelligence Reform Act”

October 6, 2004

I commend the Senate for acting in a
bipartisan way to pass landmark legislation
that will help us meet our goal to better
protect the American people by strength-
ening the intelligence community. The
“National Intelligence Reform Act” is con-
sistent with my proposal to establish a
strong National Intelligence Director with
full budget authority and the new National
Counterterrorism Center. America is a na-

tion at war, and this legislation is another
important step forward as we do everything
in our power to defeat the terrorist enemy
and protect the American people. I urge
the House to act quickly so that Congress
can resolve any differences and send legis-
lation to me as soon as possible.

NoTE: The statement referred to S. 2845.

Remarks on the Report on Iraq’s Weapons of Mass Destruction

October 7, 2004

Chief weapons inspector Charles Duelfer
has now issued a comprehensive report that
confirms the earlier conclusion of David
Kay that Iraq did not have the weapons
that our intelligence believed were there.

The Duelfer report also raises important
new information about Saddam Hussein’s
defiance of the world and his intent and
capability to develop weapons. The Duelfer
report showed that Saddam was systemati-
cally gaming the system, using the U.N.
Oil for Food Programme to try to influence
countries and companies in an effort to un-
dermine sanctions. He was doing so with
the intent of restarting his weapons pro-
gram, once the world looked away.

Based on all the information we have
today, I believe we were right to take ac-
tion, and America is safer today with Sad-
dam Hussein in prison. He retained the
knowledge, the materials, the means, and
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the intent to produce weapons of mass de-
struction, and he could have passed that
knowledge on to our terrorist enemies. Sad-
dam Hussein was a unique threat, a sworn
enemy of our country, a state sponsor of
terror, operating in the world’s most volatile
region. In a world after September the
11th, he was a threat we had to confront,
and America and the world are safer for
our actions.

The Duelfer report makes clear that
much of the accumulated body of 12 years
of our intelligence and that of our allies
was wrong, and we must find out why and
correct the flaws. The Silberman-Robb
Commission is now at work to do just that,
and its work is important and essential. At
a time of many threats in the world, the
intelligence on which the President and
Members of Congress base their decisions
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must be better, and it will be. I look for-
ward to the intelligence reform commis-
sion’s recommendations, and we will act on
them to improve our intelligence, especially
our intelligence about weapons of mass de-
struction.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:24 p.m. on
the South Grounds at the White House prior
to his departure for Wausau, WI. In his re-
marks, he referred to Charles Duelfer, Spe-
cial Advisor to the Director of Central Intel-
ligence; David Kay, former CIA Special Ad-

Remarks in Wausau, Wisconsin
October 7, 2004

The President. Thank you all for coming
out. It's great to be back in Wisconsin.
Listen, thanks for coming. It’s great to be
back in Wausau. It's an honor that so many
came out to say hello. I'm so thankful
youre here. Next time I come back I'd
like to do some hunting and fishing.

I'm here to ask for your vote. I'm here
to ask for your help. We're getting close
to the stretch run here in this campaign,
and I'd like to encourage you to get your
friends and neighbors to register to vote
and then go to the polls. And remind them
when they head to the polls, if they want
a safer America, a stronger America, a bet-
ter America, to put Dick Cheney and me
back in office.

Laura sends her very best. Last time I
saw her, I was watching the Jay Leno rerun
this morning. [Laughter] I am—you know,
when I asked her to marry me, she said,
“Fine, just so long as I never have to give
a speech.” [Laughter] 1 said, “Okay, you
got a deal.” Fortunately, she didn’t hold
me to that promise. The American people
have gotten to see what I know: She is
a strong, compassionate, great First Lady
for this country.

visor for Strategy Regarding Iraqi Weapons
of Mass Destruction Programs; and former
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. He also
referred to the Commission on the Intel-
ligence Capabilities of the United States Re-
garding Weapons of Mass Destruction,
chaired by former Senator Chuck Robb and
Judge Laurence Silberman. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. The report
of September 30 was entitled “Comprehen-
sive Report of the Special Advisor to the DCI
on Iraq’s WMD.”

I was proud of the job my Vice President
did the other night.

I appreciate Tommy Thompson. He’s a
great leader. He’s in my Cabinet, as you
recall. And I appreciate you training him
so well.

I'm glad to be here on the stage with
the next United States Senator from Wis-
consin, Tim Michels. You got a good one
in Tim, and I hope you put him in office.
It’s important. And make no mistake about
it, with your help, he’s going to win.

I want to thank Jack Voight, who is the
State treasurer. I want to thank the assem-
bly speaker, John Gard, who is with us,
Scott Walker is over here from Milwaukee
County. I appreciate him coming. We call
him Scott W. [Laughter] I want to thank
the mayor of Wausau for being here, Mayor
Tipple. Mr. Mayor, I'm proud you're here.
My only advice, and I know you didn’t ask
for any—{laughterl—but my only advice is
to fill the potholes. [Laughter]

I want to thank Scott Klug for emceeing
this event, and I appreciate my friend Stan
Orr. I want to thank John Conlee, the sing-
er who was here. I appreciate you coming,
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