AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Oct. 5

Lamberti, president, and Stewart E. Iverson,
Jr., majority leader, Iowa State Senate; David
Roederer, Iowa State chairman, Bush-Che-
ney, ‘04, Inc.; senior Al Qaida associate Abu

Musab Al Zarqawi; Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi of Japan; former President Jiang
Zemin and President Hu Jintao of China; and
Chairman Kim Chong-il of North Korea.

Statement on the Death of Gordon Cooper

October 5, 2004

Gordon Cooper was a pioneer of human
space exploration. He was one of the origi-
nal seven Mercury astronauts, logging more
than 225 hours in space throughout his dis-
tinguished career. He also served his coun-

try in the United States Air Force and re-
ceived numerous awards including the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross. Laura joins me in
sending our condolences to the entire Coo-
per family.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Legislation To Reinstate

the Draft
October 5, 2004

I applaud the House of Representatives
for soundly rejecting the “Reinstate the
Draft” bill, sponsored by Congressman
Rangel in the House and Senator Hollings
in the Senate. If this bill were presented
to me, I would veto it. America’s all-volun-
teer military is the best in the world, and
reinstating the draft would be bad policy.

We have increased pay and benefits to en-
sure that our troops have the resources
they need to fight and win the war on
terror. I want every American to under-
stand that, as long as I am President, there
will be no draft.

NoOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 163.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Supplemental Budget Request To Support Comprehensive Response and
Recovery Efforts After Hurricane Jeanne

October 5, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker:

On September 8th, I signed into law
Public Law 108-303, the Emergency Sup-
plemental Appropriations for Disaster Re-
lief Act, 2004, which provided $2 billion
in supplemental funds for hurricane-related
disaster relief. On September 14th and
27th, I submitted additional supplemental
requests totaling $10.2 billion to continue

immediate assistance to address the impact
of Hurricanes Charley, Frances, Ivan, and
Jeanne.

Due to the availability of better estimates
regarding the damage resulting from Hurri-
cane Jeanne, I am requesting additional
emergency funds from the Congress to ad-
dress this natural disaster. I now ask the
Congress to consider the enclosed requests,
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totaling $691.2 million, for additional emer-
gency resources for the Departments of Ag-
riculture, Defense, the Interior, Transpor-
tation, and Veterans Affairs; as well as the
Corps of Engineers, the Environmental
Protection Agency, and International Assist-
ance Programs.

I hereby designate these specific pro-
posals in the amounts requested herein as
emergency requirements. These additional
requests will support response and recovery
efforts to address the critical needs associ-
ated with the effects of Hurricane Jeanne.
In addition to this enacted and requested
emergency funding, Federal agencies will

continue to use existing resources and pro-
grams for response and recovery efforts
from all recent hurricanes and storms.

I urge the Congress to limit this emer-
gency funding to those items directly re-
lated to the recovery efforts from the im-
pact of these recent major disasters and
to act expeditiously on this and my pending
emergency supplemental requests.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

Remarks in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

October 6, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thank you
all very much. Thank you all. Thank you
all for coming. Please be seated. Thank you
all. Thank you. Please be seated. Gosh,
thanks for such a great welcome. I appre-
ciate it. It’s great to be in Wilkes-Barre,
Pennsylvania. It’s such an honor to be back
here. I'm glad to be in a part of the world
where people work hard, they love their
families. Good to be in a part of the world
where people like to hunt and fish.

My regret is that Laura is not with me.
She is

Audience members. Aw-w-w!

The President. 1 know it. [Laughter]
That’s generally the reaction. [Laughter]
Kind of like, “Why didn’t you stay home
and send Laura.” [Laughter] Youre not
going to believe this; it’s a true story—
or kind of true. [Laughter] 1 said, “Will
you marry me?” She said, “Fine, just so
long as I never have to give a speech.”
[Laughter] 1 said, “Okay, you got a deal.”
[Laughter] Fortunately, she didn’t hold me
to that promise. Laura—when Laura
speaks, people see a compassionate, decent,
strong First Lady.
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I had my morning briefing today with
someone you're familiar with. That would
be your former Governor Tom Ridge. So
Laura sends her best, as does Tom Ridge.

Today I traveled with Don Sherwood.
As we say in Crawford, he’s a good one.
He’s a great Member of the United States
House of Representatives. I'm proud to
work with him. He cares deeply about the
people of this important part of the State
of Pennsylvania. He is a fine Representative
who brings integrity to the office. I appre-
ciate your service.

I want to thank all the State and local
officials who are here. I want to thank the
candidates who are here. I want to thank
the grassroots activists who are here. I want
to thank you for what you're going to do,
which is to put up the signs, make the
phone calls, turn out the vote. With your
help, there’s no doubt in my mind we'll
carry Pennsylvania.

I am sure many of you stayed up to
watch the Vice Presidential debate last
night. America saw two very different vi-
sions of our country and two different hair-
dos. [Laughter] 1 didn’t pick my Vice
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