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Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Sept. 25

Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the Iragi In-
terim Government; Prime Minister Tony

Blair of the United Kingdom; and Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Budget Amendment for the Department of Energy

September 24, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed FY 2005 budget amendment for the
Department of Energy. This amendment
replaces a previous amendment transmitted
September 7, 2004, and would not increase
the discretionary budget authority proposed
in my FY 2005 Budget.

The President’s Radio Address
September 25, 2004

Good morning. This week, I was honored
to welcome the Prime Minister of a free
and sovereign Iraq to the White House.
In less than 3 months, Prime Minister
Allawi and his Government have accom-
plished a great deal, despite persistent vio-
lence in parts of Iraq. The enemies of free-
dom are using suicide bombings, behead-
ings, and other horrific acts to try to block
progress. We are sickened by their atroc-
ities, but we will never be intimidated, and
freedom is winning.

We're making steady progress in imple-
menting our five-step plan toward the goal
we all want, completing the mission so that
Iraq is stable and self-governing and Amer-
ican troops can come home with the honor
they have earned.

The first step was achieved on June 28th,
not only on time but ahead of schedule,
when the coalition transferred full sov-
ereignty to a government of Iraqi citizens.

The second step is to help Iraq’s new
Government establish stability and security.

The details of this proposal are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Nearly 100,000 fully trained and equipped
Iraqi soldiers, police officers, and other se-
curity personnel are working today, and the
Iragi Government is on track to build a
force of over 200,000 security personnel by
the end of 2005.

In Najaf and other important areas, Iraqi
military forces have performed with skill
and success. The Government’s strategy is
to surround and isolate enemy militias,
reach out to the local population, and nego-
tiate from a position of strength. Serious
problems remain in several cities. Yet,
Prime Minister Allawi believes this com-
bination of decisive action and outreach to
peaceful citizens is the most effective way
to defeat the killers and secure the peace.
And America stands with him.

The third step in our plan is to continue
improving Iraq’s infrastructure. Today, in
most of Iraq, children are about to go back
to school, parents are going back to work,
and new businesses are being opened.
Electricity has been restored above prewar
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