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Remarks on the Terrorist Attacks in Russia

September 12, 2004

Mr. Ambassador, thank you for receiving
Laura and me. I'm here to express my
country’s heartfelt sympathies for the vic-
tims and the families who suffered at the
hands of the evil terrorists. The United
States stands side by side with Russia as
we fight off terrorism, as we stand shoulder
to shoulder to make the world a more
peaceful place and a free place.

The atrocities that took place in the
school were beyond comprehension. Many
in America and, I know, many in Russia
simply cannot conceive the hearts of a per-
son that would mow down innocent chil-
dren. And the killers, once again, reminded
us—remind us of the duties we have as
free people to work in concert, to work
in unity, to make this world a better place.

And so, Mr. Ambassador, I'm honored.
Please pass on my very best wishes to

President Vladimir Putin, a man who I ad-
mire. I talked with Vladimir right after the
incident. We had a very good discussion
about the need for us to continue to work
together. I pledged our Government would
continue to work with the Russian Govern-
ment and the Russian people.

And may God bless the people of Russia,
and may God bless those who suffer. Thank
you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:49 p.m. at
the Russian Embassy in Washington, DC. In
his remarks, he referred to Yuriy Viktorovich
Ushakov, Russia’s Ambassador to the United
States; and President Vladimir Putin of Rus-
sia. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks in a Discussion on Health Care in Muskegon, Michigan

September 13, 2004

The President. Listen, thank you all for
coming. Thanks for coming. Please be seat-
ed. So Hoekstra said, “Get over here.” He
said, “Come to Muskegon.” I said, “Okay.
See if you can get some people to show
up.”

Listen, thanks for coming. I'm here ask-
ing for the vote. I'm here to tell you I
have a reason to ask for the vote, and we're
going to do it a little differently today. I'm
going to talk to some of our fellow citizens
about health care. That's what I really want
to spend some time on. I'm also going to
talk about making America a safer place,
making the world a safer place.

Before we get started on issues that mat-
ter to the future of everybody in this coun-
try, there’s an issue that matters to me,

2016

and that is, I hope I can also count on
your help in order to win this election.
That means registering people to vote. Step
one is to remind your friends and neighbors
that we have an obligation in a free society
to participate. So anybody who is 18 years
old here who hasn’t registered—register.
You have an obligation. And step two is
once we register people to vote, is to get
them to vote. And step three is when you
get them headed into the polls, remind
them America will be a safer place, a
stronger place, and a better place when
you put Dick Cheney and me back into
office.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!
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