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recommended changes from time to time 
as appropriate. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The President’s Radio Address 
August 28, 2004 

Good morning. In the 3 years since our 
country was attacked, America has re-
mained on the offensive against terrorist 
enemies wherever they hide and plot. Part 
of that offensive has been to reorganize 
our Government so that all our intelligence 
and law enforcement agencies cooperate ef-
fectively to expose and disrupt threats 
against America. 

The Commission on Terrorist Attacks 
Upon the United States, also known as the 
9/11 Commission, concluded that these ef-
forts have made America safer. They also 
concluded that America is still not safe. 
I agree with both of those conclusions, and 
so my administration is taking additional 
actions to reform our intelligence services 
and improve America’s ability to find, track, 
and stop dangerous terrorists. 

This week, I signed a series of Executive 
orders to ensure that the people in Govern-
ment responsible for defending America 
and countering terrorism have the best pos-
sible information and support to identify 
threats and to protect the homeland. Some 
of these orders reflect specific rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission. All 
of them are essential to America’s security 
as we wage the war on terror. 

First, I have ordered the Director of 
Central Intelligence to perform the func-
tions of the National Intelligence Director 
within the constraints of existing law, until 
Congress establishes that position. I agree 
with the 9/11 Commission that America 
needs a single official to coordinate the for-
eign and domestic activities of the intel-
ligence community with authority over per-
sonnel, budgeting, and policy. I am working 

with Members of Congress to create this 
position, and while we act, the Director 
of Central Intelligence will play an ex-
panded role. I also urge Congress to act 
swiftly on my nomination of Porter Goss, 
a proven reformer with decades of experi-
ence in intelligence to lead the CIA. 

Second, I have ordered the establishment 
of a National Counterterrorism Center. 
This new center builds on the capabilities 
of the Terrorist Threat Integration Center, 
which I created more than a year ago. The 
Center will become our Government’s cen-
tral knowledge bank for information about 
known and suspected terrorists and will 
help ensure effective joint action across the 
Government so that our efforts against ter-
rorists are unified in priority and purpose. 
Center personnel will also prepare the daily 
terrorism threat report that comes to me 
and to senior Government officials. 

Third, we’re making sure that all agen-
cies of our Government share vital threat 
information. I have ordered the Director 
of Central Intelligence to ensure that we 
have common standards and clear account-
ability measures for intelligence sharing 
across the agencies of our Government. I 
have established a new Information Sys-
tems Council to identify and break down 
any remaining barriers to the rapid sharing 
of threat information by America’s intel-
ligence agencies, law enforcement agencies, 
and State and local governments. To con-
tinue to protect the freedoms and privacy 
of our citizens, I’ve established a Civil Lib-
erties Board to monitor information-sharing 
practices.
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America faces a great threat, and our 
Government is doing everything in its 
power to confront and defeat that threat. 
We have made great progress against the 
terrorists who seek to harm our Nation. 
We have made great progress in protecting 
our homeland. In all that lies ahead, Amer-
ica will stay focused and determined, and 
we will prevail. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:25 p.m. 
on August 27 in the Roosevelt Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
August 28. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 27 but was embargoed for release until 
the broadcast. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 

Remarks in Troy, Ohio 
August 28, 2004 

The President. Thanks for coming. Thank 
you for bringing your families. Thanks for 
taking time out of your Saturday morning 
to provide such a warm welcome to some-
body who is coming here to ask for your 
help and ask for your vote. I’m proud to 
be in Miami County, Ohio, today to kick 
off a bus tour across your important State. 
I’m here to say to you, I’m ready to lead 
this Nation for 4 more years, and I want 
your help. 

Boehner said if you came to this part 
of the world, some people might show up 
to say hello. He was right, and I’m grateful. 
Thanks for being here. I’m proud to call 
John Boehner my friend. I know you’re 
proud to call him Congressman. He’s doing 
a great job on the people of this part of 
the world, and I appreciate serving with 
him.

I wish Laura were here to see the size 
of this crowd. She’s not going to believe 
when I tell her how many people came. 
She’s going to say it was just a Texas tall 
tale. Laura is a great mother, a wonderful 
wife, a terrific First Lady. I’m going to 
give you some reasons why I hope you put 
me back into office today, but perhaps the 
most important one of all is so that Laura 
will be the First Lady for 4 more years. 

I’m proud of my runningmate, Dick Che-
ney. Listen, I didn’t pick him because of 

his wavy hair. [Laughter] I picked him be-
cause of his sound judgment, his vast expe-
rience. I picked him because he can get 
the job done. 

I want to thank Governor Bob Taft for 
joining us today. Mr. Governor, thank you 
for joining me on this bus trip. We’re trav-
eling across this great State of yours, shak-
ing as many hands as possible, looking peo-
ple in the eye, and saying, ‘‘I’ve got a clear 
vision of where I want to take this country.’’ 

I want to thank Senator Mike DeWine 
for being on this bus trip with me today. 
I appreciate working with Mike and the 
other Senator, George Voinovich. Put 
George back in there for 6 years. You need 
him in the State of Ohio. Mike wisely 
brought his wife, Fran, and daughter, Anna. 
I’m proud to be traveling with them as 
well.

I want to thank Secretary of State Ken 
Blackwell for joining us today. 

Mr. Mayor is with us. Mr. Mayor, His 
Honor, Mike Beamish, is with us. Mr. 
Mayor, thank you for your hospitality. I ap-
preciate you letting us use this fantastic 
town square. Such a beautiful sight, made 
more beautiful by the fact that a lot of 
your citizens have come here today. My 
only advice, Mr. Mayor, is make sure you 
fill the potholes. [Laughter]
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