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resolve, clear vision, and a deep belief in 
the values that make us a great country. 

None of us will ever forget that week 
when one era ended and another began. 
On September the 14th, 2001, I stood in 
the ruins of the Twin Towers. It’s a day 
I’ll never forget. Workers in hardhats were 
yelling at me, ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ I re-
member shaking people’s hands and a guy 
looked me in the eye, his bloodshot eyes, 
he’d just come out of the rubble, saying, 
‘‘Do not let me down.’’ 

It was a powerful day. You know, I came 
away from that site recognizing that every-
body there searching through the rubble 
took that day personally. My fellow citizens 
took it personally. I took it personally. I 
have a duty that goes on. Every day that 
I wake up, I think about how best to secure 
our country. I will never relent in defend-
ing America, whatever it takes. 

We have come through much together. 
We’ve done a lot of hard work. But there’s 
more work to be done to move this country 
forward. During the next 4 years, we will 
spread opportunity and ownership through-
out every corner of our country. We will 
pass the enduring values of our country 

to another generation. We will continue to 
work to spread freedom and peace. 

You know, when I campaigned in your 
State 4 years ago, I asked—when I was 
asking for the vote, I made a pledge to 
the people of Minnesota and the people 
of our country that if you honored me with 
this great responsibility, I would uphold the 
dignity and the honor of the office to which 
I had been elected. And with your help 
and with your hard work, I will do so for 
4 more years. 

Thanks for coming. God bless. Thank 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at 
the Xcel Energy Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Mayor Randy Kelly of St. Paul, 
MN; Minnesota State Auditor Patricia An-
derson; Minnesota State Representative Erik 
Paulsen; talk radio show host Laura 
Ingraham; Lt. Col. Joe Repya, USAR (Ret.), 
Bush Cheney ’04 Minnesota veteran co- 
chair; entertainer Ricky Skaggs; Col. Muam-
mar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of Libya; 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
and the National Commission on Terrorist 
Attacks Upon the United States (9/11 Com-
mission).

The President’s Radio Address 
August 21, 2004 

Good morning. In the coming weeks, 
children across our Nation will begin a new 
school year. They’re looking forward to 
meeting new teachers and learning new 
subjects and making new friends. And 
thanks to good schools and good policies, 
we can all be confident this year will be 
a year of achievement for America’s stu-
dents and families. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, I signed the 
No Child Left Behind Act, a bipartisan law 
that is challenging the soft bigotry of low 
expectations in public education. My budg-

et for next year increases school funding 
to $37 billion, a 49-percent increase since 
2001. And we’re insisting on results in re-
turn. We are leaving behind the broken 
system that shuffled children from grade 
to grade, even when they were not learning 
the basics. We’re requiring regular testing, 
providing extra help for children falling be-
hind. We’re giving information and options 
to parents. We are holding schools account-
able for the progress of every child. 

We are already seeing hopeful results. 
Math scores are up from fourth and eight 
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grades across the country. Fourth graders 
in urban schools are showing strong gains 
in both reading and math. And from Geor-
gia, North Carolina, and Maryland, to Illi-
nois, Wisconsin, and New Mexico, minority 
children are improving test scores and nar-
rowing the achievement gap. 

We recognize that some schools have 
catching up to do. That is why we are mak-
ing extra resources available to the schools 
that need the most help. We are empow-
ering parents, getting local education ex-
perts involved, and offering tutors to striv-
ing students. And to help the most dis-
advantaged students, we have boosted Title 
I funding to an unprecedented $12.3 bil-
lion, an increase of 41 percent since I took 
office.

One Federal grant went to Asheville City 
Schools in North Carolina, the home dis-
trict of Ira B. Jones Elementary School. 
Two years ago, Jones did not meet stand-
ards under the new law. So district leaders 
used more than $200,000 dollars in Federal 
aid to help Jones hire a reading coach, train 
additional teachers, increase parent involve-
ment, and start an extended-day program 
for struggling students. This past school 
year, their efforts paid off. Jones met its 
target for yearly progress. This is how a 
fourth grade teacher described her reac-
tion: ‘‘We screamed and yelled. We were 
absolutely thrilled.’’ 

We want to see that kind of achievement 
at schools around the Nation, both in the 
primary grades and in our high schools. 
So I’ll work with Congress to pass my pro-

posals to help high school students strug-
gling in reading and math. We will expand 
Advanced Placement programs at low-in-
come schools. We will ensure that high 
schools offer a rigorous curriculum in 
English, math, science, and social studies, 
so we can be certain a high school diploma 
means something. We will expand the use 
of the Internet to bring high-level training 
to students around the country. 

These plans will build on the results we 
have seen these past 2 years. The pattern 
is clear and encouraging. The No Child 
Left Behind Act is bringing progress and 
hope to America’s students, parents, and 
educators. We are gaining momentum, and 
we will not turn back. 

By ensuring a quality education for every 
child, we meet an important duty to the 
next generation. We’re giving young people 
the confidence and skills they need to suc-
ceed in higher education and to fill the 
jobs of the 21st century. Education is the 
gateway to a more hopeful future, and we 
will make sure that gate is open to all 
Americans.

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:50 a.m. 
on August 20 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, 
TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 
21. The transcript was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 20 
but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

The President’s News Conference in Crawford, Texas 
August 23, 2004 

The President. Mr. Secretary, thank you 
for coming. General Myers, Vice President, 
and Condi and I just had a long-ranging 
discussion with our key members of the 
defense team about a variety of subjects. 

We talked about Iraq, the way forward in 
Iraq, the way to help the Iraqis get to elec-
tions. We’re making progress on the 
ground. We were briefed not only by the 
Secretary and General Myers but as well 
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