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and trafficking in illegal arms, which per-
petuate the Liberian conflict and fuel and
exacerbate other conflicts throughout West
Africa.

To address this threat, I ordered that,
except to the extent provided in section
203(b)(1), (3), and (4) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C.
1702(b)(1), (3), and (4)), or regulations, or-
ders, directives, or licenses that may be
issued pursuant to the order, all property
and interests in property of the persons
listed in the annex to the order or any
person determined by the Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary
of State, to meet the criteria set forth in
section 1(a)(ii) of the order, are blocked.

I further ordered that, except to the ex-
tent provided in regulations, orders, direc-

The President’s Radio Address
July 24, 2004

Good morning. This week, the inde-
pendent Commission on the September the
11th attacks issued its final report. I appre-
ciate the hard work of the Commission over
the past 20 months. They have produced
a serious and comprehensive report, and
I welcome their recommendations.

Indeed, we have already put into action
many of the steps now recommended by
the Commission, and we will carefully ex-
amine all the Commission’s ideas on how
we can improve our ongoing efforts to pro-
tect America and to prevent another attack.

The events of September the 11th, 2001,
dramatically demonstrated the threats of a
new era. In the nearly 3 years since the
attacks, we have waged a steady, relentless,
determined war on terrorists. We're fight-
ing them in foreign lands so we do not
have to face them here in America, and
we are taking unprecedented steps to de-
fend the homeland. Since September 2001,
America and our allies have captured or
killed thousands of terrorists, removed ter-
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tives, or licenses that may be issued pursu-
ant to the order, the direct or indirect im-
portation into the United States of any
round log or timber product originating in
Liberia is prohibited.

I have enclosed a copy of the order,
which became effective at 12:01 a.m. east-
ern daylight time on July 23, 2004.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The Executive order of
July 22 is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

rorist regimes in Afghanistan and Iraq, con-
vinced Libya to give up its weapons of mass
destruction, and put the world’s most dan-
gerous nuclear trading network out of busi-
ness. We're chasing down terrorist enemies
abroad and within our own borders.

On the homefront, we have dismantled
terrorist cells and prosecuted terrorist sup-
porters from California to Florida to Massa-
chusetts. As the Chairman of the 9/11
Commission, Tom Kean, said this week,
“We are safer today than we were on
9/11.” But as Governor Kean also noted,
“The danger to America has not passed.”
In a vast, free society such as ours, there
is no such thing as perfect security. And
no matter how good our defenses are, a
determined enemy can still strike us. Yet
all Americans can be certain our Govern-
ment is using every resource and techno-
logical advantage we have to prevent future
attacks.

We have created a new Department of
Homeland Security with a single mission,
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protecting the American people. We have
established better communications networks
to make information on rapidly emerging
threats available to local officials in real
time. We are transforming the FBI into
an agency whose primary focus is stopping
terrorism. And we created a new Northern
Command in the Department of Defense
with the mission of defending the American
homeland.

To better protect the country, we have
posted Homeland Security personnel at for-
eign ports, beefed up airport and seaport
security at home, and instituted better visa
screening for those entering our country.
We have placed state-of-the-art equipment
in major cities to detect biological agents
and stockpiled enough smallpox vaccine for
every American, in case of an emergency.
And this week, I signed a new law estab-
lishing Project BioShield, which will speed
the development of new vaccines and treat-
ments against biological agents that could
be used in a terrorist attack.

On Thursday, I visited with first-respond-
ers at the Northeastern Illinois Public Safe-
ty Training Academy. I thanked them for
their service and assured them that Amer-

Statement on the Methane to Markets

July 28, 2004

Today the United States and several
major international partners are forming
the Methane to Markets Partnership, a new
and innovative program to increase energy
security, improve environmental quality,
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions
throughout the world. The United States
will commit up to $53 million to the Part-
nership over the next 5 years. To date, Aus-
tralia, India, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Ukraine,
and the United Kingdom have agreed to
participate as founding partners, along with
the United States.

ica will give them the tools they need to
do their jobs. Since September of 2001,
my administration has provided more than
$13 billion to equip and train more than
a half a million first-responders across
America.

There’s still more to do. As Commander
in Chief, it is critical that I receive the
best intelligence to defend the American
people. The 9/11 Commission’s rec-
ommendations will help guide our efforts
as we work to protect the homeland. And
we can be confident, although the threats
of this new century are dangerous, America
has the resources, the strength, and the
resolve to overcome them.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:56 a.m.
on July 23 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on Jul
24. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 23 but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Partnership

Under the Partnership, members will
work in coordination with the private sector
to share and expand the use of technologies
to capture methane emissions that are now
wasted in the course of industrial processes
and use them as a new energy source. The
important benefits of this international part-
nership include improved energy security
and air quality from the use of clean-burn-
ing methane as natural gas, improved coal
mine safety, enhanced economic growth,
and reduced greenhouse gas emissions of
methane. The Partnership will be led by
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