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Statement on Congressional Passage of Legislation To Provide Funding for

the United States Military
July 22, 2004

My most solemn duty as President is to
protect the lives of the American people,
and I have worked consistently for the larg-
est defense buildup in a generation. Amer-
ica continues to be at war, and the legisla-
tion passed today by the Congress delivers
the funding necessary to ensure that our
troops are the best paid, the best equipped,
and the best trained in the world.

I also commend the Congress for con-
tinuing to provide the resources necessary

to support the critical missions of our
troops in Afghanistan and Iraq. As I have
said repeatedly, our troops will have what
they need to do their job, and I am pleased
that a bipartisan majority in the Congress
continues to stand with me to support our
military.

I look forward to signing this legislation
into law.

Remarks to the National Urban League Conference in Detroit, Michigan

July 23, 2004

The President. Thanks for the warm in-
troduction. It’s really good to be here. You
know, Marc, youre right, the National
Urban League is a vital and important part
of the American scene. And I think the
reason why is, not only is the mission im-
portant but the people involved in the
Urban League are dignified, decent Amer-
ican citizens. And I am honored to be in
your presence.

I see some friends like Willard, who is—
I don’t know if you remember, Willard,
but we were on the porch of the Gov-
ernor’s mansion in Texas. I'm not saying
you drank all my beer, but—[laughter].
Never mind. [Laughter] That’s unfair.
[Laughter] But thanks for having me.

Marc, I appreciate your leadership. I've
had the opportunity to work with Marc.
I look forward to continue working with
Marc. He’s a good man. He cares deeply
about the country, the people in our coun-
try. He is—he has had a lot of experience.
He has, after all, been a mayor. It’s a heck
of a lot tougher job than being President.
After all, you've got to fill the potholes—
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[laughter]—and empty the garbage. And he
did a fine job as mayor. He’s doing a fine
job for this very important organization.

Speaking about mayors, the mayor of
Detroit was here. He’s cutting a ribbon,
which most mayors do. He’s a fabulous
mayor, by the way. He’s standing a little
taller, as if he needed to, because the
Detroit Pistons are now the NBA champs.
I told him, I said—I asked Kwame if he
took credit for it. He said, “Of course.”
[Laughter]

I appreciate so very much Mike Critelli,
who is the chairman. Thank you, Mr.
Mike, it's great to see you again. And
Charles Collins, senior—the vice chair-
man—these are distinguished gentlemen
who are helping to lead a very distin-
guished board of directors. It was my honor
to meet with members of the board before
I came out here today. And I appreciate
your service to our country.

Rick, thank you very much. Rick
Wagoner is the CEO of General Motors,
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