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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

July 16, 2004

Dear :

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law
104-114), (the “Act”), I hereby determine
and report to the Congress that suspension
for 6 months beginning August 1, 2004,
of the right to bring an action under title
IIT of the Act is necessary to the national
interests of the United States and will expe-
dite a transition to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard
G. Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden,
Jr., ranking member, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations; Ted Stevens, chairman,
and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member, Senate
Committee on Appropriations; Henry .
Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, ranking
member, House Committee on International
Relations; and C.W. Bill Young, chairman,
and David R. Obey, ranking member, House
Committee on Appropriations.

Message to the Senate Transmitting a Protocol Amending the Netherlands-

United States Convention on Taxation

July 16, 2004

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith for Senate advice and
consent to ratification, the Protocol Amend-
ing the Convention Between the United
States of America and the Kingdom of the
Netherlands for the Avoidance of Double
Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Eva-
sion with Respect to Taxes on Income,
signed at Washington, D.C., on March 8§,
2004. Transmitted for the Senate’s informa-
tion is an exchange of notes with an at-
tached Understanding, which provides clari-
fication with respect to the application of
the Convention, as amended, in specific
cases. Also transmitted for the information
of the Senate is the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Protocol.

The Protocol would bring the existing
Convention into closer conformity with cur-
rent U.S. tax treaty policy. As modified by
the Protocol, the Convention would be
similar to tax treaties between the United
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States and other developed nations. The
Protocol was concluded in recognition of
the importance of the United States’ eco-
nomic relations with the Netherlands.

The Protocol would modify the treatment
of certain cross-border dividend payments
and would modernize the Convention’s
anti-treaty-shopping provisions. The Pro-
tocol also would liberalize provisions in the
existing Convention regarding the mutual
recognition of each country’s pension plans.
Other provisions in the Protocol update the
Convention to take account of changes in
law in the two countries over the last 10
years. The exchange of notes with an at-
tached Understanding provides guidance to
taxpayers and each government regarding
the intended interpretation of certain provi-
sions of the existing Convention, as amend-

ed.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Protocol,
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and that the Senate give its advice and
consent to ratification.

The President’s Radio Address
July 17, 2004

Good morning. Every day in America,
parents struggle to raise their children in
a culture that too often glorifies instant
gratification and irresponsible behavior.
During this time of great change in our
Nation, Government must stand with fami-
lies to help them raise healthy, responsible
children.

Yesterday, the Federal Government re-
leased its annual report called “America’s
Children in Brief.” This report collects a
broad range of statistics that tell us about
the promises and challenges facing Amer-
ica’s young people. The good news is, is
that we have made significant progress dur-
ing the past decade. Strong families and
communities are instilling responsibility and
character in our children, and we are see-
ing encouraging results.

Violent crime among our teenagers has
decreased dramatically. From 1993 to 2002,
the rate of teens committing violent crimes
dropped 78 percent, and the rate of teens
becoming victims of violent crimes dropped
74 percent. Among our youth, smoking and
illicit drug use have declined. Teen birth
rates have fallen to the lowest levels ever
recorded, with the greatest progress occur-
ring among African American teenagers.

Studies tell us that children raised in a
household with married parents are far less
likely to live in poverty, fail at school, or
have behavioral problems. Fortunately,
after a decades-long downward trend, the
percentage of children living with married
parents has remained steady since 1995.
And through our proposed Healthy Mar-
riages Initiative, my administration is com-
mitted to ensuring that more of our chil-

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
July 16, 2004.

dren grow up in a stable home with a mar-
ried mother and father.

We are headed in the right direction,
but we still have work to do, so my admin-
istration is acting to encourage teens to
make healthy choices. Although teen drug
use has decreased, we can and must do
more. We know that random drug testing
in schools is effective, and it allows us to
identify kids who need help. In my most
recent budget, I proposed spending an ad-
ditional $23 million for school drug testing.
And although teen birth rates have de-
clined, about 3 million of our teenagers
contract sexually transmitted diseases each
year. So we've requested a doubling of
Federal funding for abstinence-only edu-
cation programs. We have also requested
$25 million for our Character Education
Initiative. This program will encourage
schools to develop curricula that promote
good character and help children develop
a sense of responsibility to their commu-
nity. Today I urge the Congress to act on
all these important initiatives.

When parents, schools, and government
work together, we can counter the negative
influences in today’s culture and send the
right messages to our children. As yester-
day’s report shows, we are making progress
in changing the culture of America from
one that said, “If it feels good, do it,” and
“If you've got a problem, blame somebody
else,” to a culture in which each of us
understands we are responsible for the de-
cisions we make in life. The decisions our
children make now will affect their health
and character for the rest of their lives.
And when they make the right choices,
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