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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Lakhdar Brahimi, 

Special Adviser to the U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral; and President Vladimir Putin of Russia. 

Statement on the National Economy 
May 28, 2004 

One year ago today, I signed into law 
the jobs and growth tax relief package to 
jump-start the economic recovery and cre-
ate jobs for American workers. With our 
economy growing at the fastest pace in 
nearly 20 years and more than 1.1 million 
more Americans working since last August, 
it is clear the tax relief is working. 

Take-home pay for workers is up, and 
disposable income for families has in-
creased to record levels. The incentives in 
our plan for small businesses are producing 
results as more manufacturers have been 
reporting increased activity and new orders 

than at any time in 20 years. I am encour-
aged to see that the unemployment rate 
has fallen in 47 of 50 States, because we 
want everyone who wants to work to be 
able to find a job. 

There is more to do. We must continue 
to build on this success by expanding 
growth and increasing prosperity for all 
Americans. I look forward to working with 
Congress to pass my six-point plan for eco-
nomic growth, including making the tax 
cuts permanent, and to ensure that our 
workers have the skills to compete in the 
changing world. 

The President’s Radio Address 
May 29, 2004 

Good morning. Monday is Memorial 
Day, and all across America this weekend, 
people are remembering those who fought 
for freedom and who gave their lives in 
service to their country. 

Here in the Nation’s Capital, Saturday 
has a special significance as we dedicate 
the World War II Memorial in the pres-
ence of thousands of veterans of that con-
flict. When it mattered most, an entire gen-
eration of Americans stepped forward to 
fight evil and show the finest qualities of 
our Nation and of humanity. 

The World War II Memorial will stand 
forever as a tribute to the generation that 
fought that war and to the more than 
400,000 Americans who gave their lives. 
Because of their sacrifice, tyrants fell; fas-

cism and nazism were vanquished; and 
freedom prevailed. 

Today, freedom faces new enemies, and 
a new generation of Americans has stepped 
forward to defeat them. Since the hour this 
Nation was attacked on September the 
11th, 2001, we have seen the character of 
the men and women who wear our coun-
try’s uniform. In places like Kabul and 
Kandahar, Mosul and Baghdad, we have 
seen their decency and brave spirit. And 
because of their fierce courage, America 
is safer, and two terror regimes are gone 
forever, and more than 50 million souls 
now live in freedom. 

Our mission continues, and we will see 
it through to victory. We have a strategy 
to defeat our terrorist enemy and a plan 
to help establish lasting freedom in Iraq. 
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The stakes are high, and they are clear. 
The enemy seeks to establish a new haven 
for terror and violence at the heart of the 
Middle East. They seek to force free na-
tions to retreat into isolation and fear, yet 
we will persevere and defeat this enemy 
and hold this hard-won ground for the 
realm of liberty. 

Those who have fought the battles of 
the war on terror and served the cause 
of freedom can be proud of all they have 
achieved. And these veterans of battle will 
carry with them for all their days the mem-
ory of the ones who did not live to be 
called veterans. Each man or woman we 
have laid to rest had hopes for the future 
and left a place that can never be filled. 
Each was the most important person in 
someone’s life. For their families there is 
terrible sorrow, and we pray for their com-
fort. For the Nation there is a feeling of 
loss, and we remember each name. 

Through our history, America has gone 
to war reluctantly because we have known 

the costs of war. And in every generation, 
it is the best among us who are called 
to pay that price. Those who have paid 
those costs have given us every moment 
we live in freedom, and every living Amer-
ican is in their debt. We can never repay 
what they gave for this country, but on 
this holiday, we acknowledge the debt by 
showing our respect and gratitude. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:45 p.m. 
on May 28 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 
29. The transcript was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on May 28 but 
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. The Prayer for Peace, Memorial 
Day proclamation of May 26 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. 

Remarks at the Dedication of the National World War II Memorial 
May 29, 2004 

Thank you all very much. I’m honored 
to join with President Clinton, President 
Bush, Senator Dole, and other distin-
guished guests on this day of remembrance 
and celebration. And General Kelley, here 
in the company of the generation that won 
the war, I proudly accept the World War 
II Memorial on behalf of the people of 
the United States of America. 

Raising up this memorial took skill and 
vision and patience. Now the work is done, 
and it is a fitting tribute, open and expan-
sive like America, grand and enduring like 
the achievements we honor. The years of 
World War II were a hard, heroic, and 
gallant time in the life of our country. 
When it mattered most, an entire genera-
tion of Americans showed the finest quali-

ties of our Nation and of humanity. On 
this day, in their honor, we will raise the 
American flag over a monument that will 
stand as long as America itself. 

In the history books, the Second World 
War can appear as a series of crises and 
conflicts, following an inevitable course 
from Pearl Harbor to the coast of Nor-
mandy to the deck of the Missouri. Yet,
on the day the war began and on many 
hard days that followed, the outcome was 
far from certain. 

There was a time in the years before 
the war, when many earnest and educated 
people believed that democracy was fin-
ished. Men who considered themselves 
learned and civilized came to believe that 
free institutions must give way to the severe 
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