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need access to capital and the chance to
own and build for the future. And while
our schools are no longer segregated by
law, they are still not equal in opportunity
and excellence. Justice requires more than
a place in a school. Justice requires that
every school teach every child in America.

America has yet to reach the high calling
of its own ideals. Yet we’re a nation that
strives to do right, and we honor those
who expose our failures, correct our course,
and make us a better people. On this day,
in this place, we remember with gratitude

the good souls who saw a great wrong and
stood their ground and won their case. And
we celebrate a milestone in the history of
our glorious Nation.

Thank you for having me. May God bless

America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:06 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Cheryl Brown
Henderson, president, Brown Foundation
for Educational Equity, Excellence and Re-
search; and Gov. Kathleen Sebelius of Kan-
sas.

Statement Calling for a Constitutional Amendment Defining and Protecting

Marriage
May 17, 2004

The sacred institution of marriage should
not be redefined by a few activist judges.
All Americans have a right to be heard
in this debate. I called on the Congress
to pass and to send to the States for ratifi-

cation an amendment to our Constitution
defining and protecting marriage as a union
of a man and a woman as husband and
wife. The need for that amendment is still
urgent, and I repeat that call today.

Statement on the Death of Iraqi Governing Council President Izz al-Din

al-Salim
May 17, 2004

On behalf of the American people, I con-
demn the brutal act of terrorism against
Iragi Governing Council President Izz al-
Din al-Salim and several Iraqi citizens. Mr.
Salim was a man of courage who risked
his life in pursuit of a free, democratic,
and prosperous Iraq. I offer our deepest
condolences to the victims™ families. I pray
that God may give them strength in this
hour of grief.

On June 30, the flag of a free Iraq will
be raised, and Iraq’s new interim govern-

ment will assume sovereign authority. The
terrorists know that a free Iraq will be a
major defeat for the cause of terror, so
they are trying to shake our confidence and
will. The terrorists have found little support
among the Iragi people. The vast majority
of Iraqi people want a free society. And
the terrorists will find no success in their
attempts to shake the will of America and
our coalition.
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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With

Respect to Burma
May 17, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. I have sent the en-
closed notice, stating that the Burma emer-
gency is to continue beyond May 20, 2004,
to the Federal Register for publication. The
most recent notice continuing this emer-
gency was published in the Federal Register
on May 19, 2003.

The crisis between the United States and
Burma, constituted by the actions and poli-
cies of the Government of Burma, includ-
ing its policies of committing large-scale re-

pression of the democratic opposition in
Burma that led to the declaration of a na-
tional emergency on May 20, 1997, has not
been resolved. These actions and policies
are hostile to U.S. interests and pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of
the United States. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency with respect to
Burma and maintain in force the sanctions
against Burma to respond to this threat.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
May 17, 2004.

NotE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Remarks to the American Israel Public Affairs Committee

May 18, 2004

Thank you all very much. Thank you all.
Please be seated. Go ahead. Finally, ATPAC
elected a president I could kiss. [Laughter]

I'm honored to be here at AIPAC. Thank
you for such a warm welcome. It's good
to be with so many friends, friends of mine
and friends of Israel. For more than 50
years, the United States and Israel have
been steadfast allies. AIPAC is one of the
reasons why. You've worked tirelessly to
strengthen the ties that bind our nations,
our shared values, our strong commitment
to freedom.

By defending the freedom and prosperity
and security of Israel, youre also serving
the cause of America. Our Nation is strong-
er and safer because we have a true and
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dependable ally in Israel. I appreciate—
[applause]—I'm just getting warmed up.
[Laughter]

I want to thank Amy for her leadership.
I appreciate you taking time to serve a
cause that—in which you believe deeply.
I want to thank Bernice for her willingness
to serve as well. I've known Howard for
a long time. He’s effective. [Laughter] 1
want to thank the AIPAC board members
for their friendship and leadership.

I'm honored to be in the presence of
my friend the Ambassador from Israel,
Danny Ayalon. I appreciate you being here,
Danny.

Ehud Olmert is with us. Ehud, it’s good
to see you again. Thank you, sir. I
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