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to sacrifice for something greater than our-
selves in life. Once again, the children of
this country believe in heroes, because they
see them every day.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and the courage of Amer-
ica. And I've been privileged to see the
compassion and the character of the Amer-
ican people. All the tests of the last 3 years
have come to the right nation. We're a
strong country, and we use that strength
to defend the peace. We're an optimistic
country, confident in ourselves and in ideals
bigger than ourselves. Abroad, we seek to
lift whole nations by spreading freedom.
At home, we seek to lift up lives by spread-
ing opportunity to every corner of America.

This is the work that history has set before
us. We welcome it and know that for our
country, the best days lie ahead.

May God bless you all. Thanks for com-

ing.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 6:12 p.m. at
the Georgia World Congress Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Sonny Perdue
of Georgia; Alec Poitevint, chairman, Geor-
gia Republican Party; and former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. He also referred
to Title I of the Improving America’s Schools
Act of 1994 (Public Law No. 103-382), which
amended Title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (Public Law
No. 89-10).

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Termination of Emergency With

Respect to Sierra Leone and Liberia
January 15, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 202(a) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622,
I hereby report that I have issued an Exec-
utive Order on January 15, 2004, that ter-
minates the national emergency described
and declared with respect to Sierra Leone
in Executive Order 13194 of January 18,
2001, and expanded in scope with respect
to Liberia by Executive Order 13213 of
May 22, 2001.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive
Order. This order becomes effective at

12:01 a.m. eastern standard time on January
16, 2004.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Janu-
ary 16. The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Recess Appointment of Charles W. Pickering as a United

States Court of Appeals Circuit Judge

January 16, 2004

Today I was proud to exercise my con-
stitutional ~ authority to appoint Judge
Charles W. Pickering to serve on the

United States Court of Appeals for the
Fifth Circuit. Judge Pickering has served
with distinction as a United States District
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