AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / May 4

Statement on the Enlargement of the European Union

May 3, 2004

I applaud the action by the European
Union (EU) to welcome into their member-
ship 10 new countries from Central Europe
and the Mediterranean. This enlargement
will bring opportunity and hope to millions
of Europeans. Along with NATO’s expan-
sion, the EU’s enlargement further unites
the new and the established democracies
of Europe and helps create a Europe
whole, free, and at peace. We welcome the
prospect of further enlargement of the EU

Remarks in Sterling Heights, Michigan

May 3, 2004

The President. Thanks for coming. It is
great to be back in Michigan. In case you
haven't heard, were on the George W.
Bush bus tour. It's my way to let the peo-
ple of Michigan know how much I appre-
ciate their support, how much I'm counting
on your support. It's my way of letting you
know I want to win and be President for
4 more years.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you all for coming.
The first thing is I'd like to ask you to
volunteer in the campaign. Get your neigh-
bors to register to vote. Put the signs up.
Talk to people from all walks of life and
tell them this, that I've got a positive vision
for the future of this country. I've got a
positive vision for winning the war on terror
and to spreading peace and freedom
throughout the world, a positive vision for
creating jobs and opportunity for every sin-
gle American, a positive vision for capturing
the great spirit of this country so every
citizen has a chance to realize their dreams.
I've got a goal to make sure this country
is safer and stronger and better. I will leave

to qualified countries, including Romania
and Bulgaria, and we support Turkey’s Eu-
ropean Union aspirations.

This new European Union will more ef-
fectively play its essential role as a force
for democracy, prosperity, and stability.
This action strengthens the enduring part-
nership between the United States and Eu-
rope and marks a major advance for the
common values and purposes of our trans-
atlantic community.

no doubt where we stand, and we will win
on November the 2d.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!
Audience members. U.S.A.|

USA.!

The President. We've had a fabulous day
today. It's been somewhat diminished by
the fact that Laura had to go home early.
No, I know, you drew the short straw.
[Laughter] There’s a lot of reasons why
I think I need to be reelected, but for
certain, one of the most important reasons
is to make sure that Laura is the First
Lady for 4 more years.

U.S.A.l

[A¢ this point, there was a disturbance in
the audience.]

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. T can’t tell you how proud
I am of Laura. She is a fantastic First Lady.
She is the love of my life. T am really
proud of her, and I appreciate the job she
has done. She loves the children of Amer-
ica. She understands the importance of
teaching every child to read. And she sends
her very best to all our friends here in
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