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women who serve on our behalf. Friends 
say that this young man saw the images 
of September the 11th, and seeing that evil, 
he felt called to defend America. He set 
aside a career in athletics and many things 
the world counts important, wealth and se-
curity and the acclaim of the crowds. He 
chose instead the rigors of Ranger training 
and the fellowship of soldiers and the hard 
duty in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Corporal Tillman asked for no special at-
tention. He was modest because he knew 
there were many like him, making their 
own sacrifices. They fill the ranks of the 
Armed Forces. Every day, somewhere, they 
do brave and good things without notice. 
Their courage is usually seen only by their 
comrades, by those who long to be free, 
and by the enemy. They’re willing to give 

up their lives, and when one is lost, a whole 
world of hopes and possibilities is lost with 
them.

This evening, we think of the families 
who grieve and the families that wait on 
a loved one’s safe return. We count our-
selves lucky that this new generation of 
Americans is as brave and decent as any 
before it. And we honor with pride and 
wonder the men and women who carry the 
flag and the cause of the United States. 

May God bless them, and may God con-
tinue to bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. at the 
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he 
referred to Carl Cannon, president, White 
House Correspondents’ Association; and 
journalist Bob Woodward. 

Remarks With Gubernatorial Candidate Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr., in South 
Bend, Indiana 
May 3, 2004 

I am proud to be standing by the side 
of my friend Mitch Daniels. Mitch is going 
to be the Governor of the State of Indiana, 
and I know for certain the people of this 
State will love this guy as their Governor. 
See, I’ve seen him firsthand. I know what 
it’s like to work with Mitch. He’s smart. 
He’s capable. He’s well organized. He’s got 
a fabulous sense of humor. 

I gave him a lot of tough jobs, and he 
did each of them with great professionalism 
and class. I know the people are going to 

the polls tomorrow in the primary. I’m not 
a voter in this State, Mitch, but if I were, 
I’d be voting for you, because I’ll know 
you’ll be a great Governor. 

Do you want to say something? 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. on 
his arrival at South Bend Regional Airport. 
The transcript released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary also included the remarks of 
Mr. Daniels. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session in Niles, Michigan 
May 3, 2004 

The President. Thank you all. Thanks a 
lot. Thank you all very much. Thanks a 
lot. Thanks for coming. Thank you all. 

Please be seated. Thanks for coming. Do 
you think it’s all right if I take off my 
jacket? We’re not in Washington anymore. 
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