
690

Apr. 29 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 

Al Qaida 

Q. Mr. President, can you say with any 
confidence that there are no Al Qaida 
operatives active in the country today? 

The President. No, I can’t say that. 
Q. Did the Commission ask you about 

that?
The President. No, they didn’t. But I’m 

not going to get into any more details about 
what they asked me. I told you I wasn’t 
going to get into details about what they 
asked me, and then I just fell into your 
trap.

But no, let me talk about vulnerabilities, 
and then I’ve got to get back to work. We 
are still vulnerable to attack. And the rea-
son why is, Al Qaida still exists. Al Qaida 
is dangerous. Al Qaida hates us. And we 
have to be correct 100 percent of the time 
in defending America, and they’ve got to 

be right once. And therefore, we are vul-
nerable.

But people need to know, we’re work-
ing—we, the government, at all levels—are 
working long hours to protect America. 
We’re doing the best we can. The best 
way to secure America, however, is to stay 
on the offensive and bring those people 
to justice before they harm America again. 
And that’s what we’re continuing to do. 
But yes, so long as there’s an Al Qaida 
enemy that is willing to kill, we are vulner-
able.

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:16 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Thomas H. Kean, 
Chairman, and Lee H. Hamilton, Vice Chair-
man, National Commission on Terrorist At-
tacks Upon the United States (9/11 Commis-
sion).

Statement on Senate Action on Proposed Internet Tax Nondiscrimination 
Legislation
April 29, 2004 

I commend the Senate for moving for-
ward to expand access to broadband tech-
nology. The ‘‘Internet Tax Nondiscrimina-
tion Act’’ is an important step toward per-
manently banning access taxes on 

broadband that will help make high-speed 
Internet services more affordable, increase 
the number of broadband users, and en-
hance our Nation’s economic competitive-
ness.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Paul Martin of 
Canada
April 30, 2004 

President Bush. The Prime Minister and 
I will have some opening comments. We’ll 
answer two questions per side. 

Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. I’m glad 
you’re here. I’ve really been looking for-

ward to this meeting because I view it as 
a meeting between friends and allies. 

I really appreciate the Prime Minister’s 
clear vision about the world in which we 
live. He understands the danger of terror. 
He understands the opportunity of trade, 
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