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Remarks on Earth Day in Wells, Maine 
April 22, 2004 

So great to be here, thanks. Gosh, my 
outlook improved dramatically the minute 
I stepped on this beautiful piece of land. 
Thanks for having me, and thanks for com-
ing out to say hello. It’s my honor to cele-
brate Earth Day with you in a State that 
I know pretty darn well, in a State that 
I love, in an area that I now realize I 
know well because it was right off the 
beach here that old Number 41 and I liked 
to try to catch striped bass. [Laughter] It’s 
a pretty good place to fish around here. 

Before I start going on too long about 
Mother Earth, I do want to recognize my 
mother on Earth. Thanks for coming, 
Mom. I hope you’re up the road making 
my bed. [Laughter]

Earth Day has become a great tradition 
in our country. It’s a day that reminds us 
that we must be good stewards of the land 
around us. That’s what this day says to us, 
and we’re lucky to live in America, because 
we’re blessed with such unbelievable lands. 
As the President, I’m fortunate to be able 
to travel and see a lot of our beautiful 
Nation, whether it be from the—from 
Maine to the Big Sur in California or parts 
of the great State of Texas that are beau-
tiful to look at too. 

The importance about Earth Day is, is 
that it reminds us that we can’t take the 
natural wonders for granted. That’s what 
Earth Day says to me, and I hope it says 
to you as well that we have responsibilities 
to the natural world to conserve that which 
we have and to make it even better. That’s 
the call for Earth Day. In the years since 
Earth Day was established, America has 
made great strides in honoring the ideal 
of conservation and living by high standards 
of stewardship. We’ve made tremendous 
progress during the last 4 years. I have 
a responsibility as the President to put peo-
ple in an administration that understands 

the importance of conserving our natural 
resources and making them better. 

My administration has put in place some 
of the most important antipollution policies 
in a decade, policies that have reduced 
harmful emissions, reclaimed brownfields, 
cut phosphorus releases into our rivers and 
streams. Since 2001, the condition of Amer-
ica’s land, air, and water has improved. 

Today I want to talk about wetlands. The 
old policy of wetlands was to limit the loss 
of wetlands. Today I’m going to announce 
a new policy and a new goal for our coun-
try. Instead of just limiting our losses, we 
will expand the wetlands of America. 

I appreciate Paul very much. He’s a— 
obviously a good manager. First of all, he 
loves what he does. He cares deeply about 
the mission. He’s got such a joyous smile 
on his face that he must be an easy fellow 
to work with. And I want to thank him 
for his hospitality. He didn’t even complain 
about the size of my entourage or the im-
position that we must have imposed on 
Paul and his great staff. I also want to 
thank the staff for working hard to make 
sure this slice of heaven is as beautiful as 
possible.

I appreciate so very much State Senator 
Paul Davis joining us today—Senator. Yes, 
thanks for coming. I suspect there are some 
local officials who are here. Thanks for 
being here. I like to remind local officials 
to make sure that you empty the garbage 
and fill the potholes. [Laughter]

I had the honor of meeting Ray and 
Becky Davis at the airport. They’re local 
citizens. The reason I bring up Ray and 
Becky is because they’re the parents of 
three sons who are now wearing the uni-
form of the United States Military. [Ap-
plause] Sergeant Graham Davis, Marine 
Corps, thank you, sir; Private First Class 
Stuart Davis, who is now in Afghanistan— 
make sure, Graham, that you—make sure 
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you tell your brother Stuart and brother 
Bradley that the people not only applauded 
you, but they applauded them as well. 

I want to thank the Davis family for their 
steadfast support of working to secure 
this—of raising sons who are working hard 
to secure this country. These have been 
tough times for America, but we’re doing 
the right thing. We’re spreading freedom 
and peace so that our children can grow 
up in a peaceful world. 

What’s interesting about this year’s Earth 
Day is that it falls in the middle of National 
Volunteer Week. This week we honor the 
64 million Americans who volunteer. And 
one of my responsibilities is to call people 
to a higher calling. If you’re not volun-
teering, do so. It will make somebody else’s 
life better, including your own. But what 
makes this beautiful part of the world go 
is the 400 volunteers who work here, the 
400 volunteers who are exercising their re-
sponsibility as citizens to make this beau-
tiful part of the world even more beautiful 
and more meaningful. 

And so, first, I want to thank all the 
volunteers who have taken time out of their 
life to make this such a special spot. Par-
ticularly, I want to thank Frank and Carol 
Heller. I met Frank and Carol at the air-
port when I landed here in Wells—in San-
ford. And I gave them the President’s Vol-
unteer Service Award. I did so because of 
their strong commitment and work here, 
but I suspect they’ll say they received the 
award on behalf of the other 398 people 
who make this such a special place. Thank 
you all for working hard here. 

And I saw firsthand why you like to 
come. It’s 1,600 acres of salt marshes and 
beaches and forests and freshwater wet-
lands. The Wells Reserve is an example 
of how committed people come together 
to not only protect but to improve the envi-
ronment. It’s a good example of what I’m 
going to talk about here in a little bit. 

Community and corporate partners, 
along with the Federal Government, are 
working on the Drakes Island marsh res-

toration—community and corporate part-
ners. In other words, in order to make sure 
the restoration works, it requires more than 
just Government. It requires a buy-in by 
community partners. It requires a buy-in 
by corporate America. See, corporate 
America has a responsibility to the commu-
nities in which they live. They’ve got the 
responsibility to tell the truth when it 
comes to their balance sheets, and they’ve 
got the responsibility to contribute to the 
quality of the communities in which they 
live.

The Laudholm Farm, where so much en-
vironmental education and research takes 
place, is supported by a private trust. 

You support the private trust in 
Kennebunkport, don’t you, Mom? So do 
I. Ray Bradbury—we’ve got Bradbury’s 
Market. [Laughter] The guy who owns it 
has put together a land conservation trust 
in Kennebunkport. We’re proud supporters 
of it. In other words, citizens can make 
a significant difference in improving the 
quality of the environment, just like those 
who have done so at the Laudholm Farm. 

And at the Little Estuary, I saw the vol-
unteers working on platforms that allow 
students and researchers to view the marsh 
to understand the marsh without harming 
the grasses or the shoreline. There are good 
people working together for this reserve, 
for the sake of wildlife, for the sake of 
understanding and knowledge, and for the 
sake of future generations of people who 
are fortunate enough to come here. 

The work you’re doing here to preserve 
wetlands is an important part of a national 
commitment. For many years, our Nation 
has been working to prevent the net loss 
of wetlands, and there’s a reason why. 
America’s wetlands are the habitat for thou-
sands of species of wildlife. Just hang out, 
out in these wetlands out here, and you’ll 
know what I’m talking about. 

Up to half of all North American bird 
species nest or feed in wetlands. About half 
of all threatened and endangered species 
use wetlands. There’s some endangered 
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species using the wetlands right here on 
this piece of property. Our wetlands help 
to trap pollution. What I bet a lot of people 
don’t understand is the wetlands help to 
clean the water as well. They reduce the 
impact of floods. Wetlands stabilize shore 
areas. As well wetlands provide recreational 
opportunities for guys like me who like to 
fish and for people like my wife who like 
to watch birds. 

Wetlands have been called the nurseries 
of life, and their well-being is vital to the 
health of our environment. Three decades 
ago, the United States was losing almost 
500,000 acres of wetlands each year. Ameri-
cans understood that couldn’t be sustained, 
and so the Nation began to take action. 
Every level of government, joined by land-
owners and conservationists, worked hard 
to turn the situation around. In other 
words, it took a collaborative effort of peo-
ple who cared about the environment. 

Our Government began to provide sub-
stantial financial incentives for landowners 
to return farmland to wetlands. Taxpayer 
dollars have been matched by States and 
localities and conservation groups. It’s the 
classic public-private partnership for the 
good of the environment. 

Our national commitment to wetlands is 
showing good progress—really better than 
good progress when you think about the 
fact that we were losing a half a million 
acres a year not so many years ago. Accord-
ing to figures announced today by the De-
partment of Agriculture, we have greatly 
reduced the annual loss of wetlands. And 
that’s a positive development. We’re near-
ing a longstanding goal of actually restoring 
as many acres of wetlands that are lost. 
The figures show that on agricultural lands, 
we’ve seen some gains for the first time, 
which leads me to believe we can do a 
better job in the Nation if we focus our 
attention.

So today I’m committing our Govern-
ment to a new policy. We will move be-
yond the no net loss of wetlands in America 
to having an overall increase of Americans’ 

wetlands over the next 5 years. We can 
achieve this goal. It is a realistic goal. To 
do so, we will work to restore and to im-
prove and to protect at least 3 million acres 
of wetlands over the next 5 years. 

First, we will restore at least one million 
acres of wetlands that do not exist today, 
through expanded incentive and partnership 
measures such as the Department of Ag’s 
Wetlands Reserve Program and through the 
new grants under the Interior Department’s 
North American Wetlands Conservation 
Act, which, by the way, was signed by your 
husband, my dad. 

Listen, there’s a lot of things we can 
do through these programs. We can set 
streams back on their natural courses, al-
lowing wetlands to return. We can provide 
incentives to our farmers and ranchers to 
stop cultivating areas that were once wet-
lands and make them wetlands again. A 
good way to make sure we restore wetlands 
is to take those lands that were once wet-
lands and provide incentives to the land-
owners and say, ‘‘Here’s an opportunity for 
you to contribute to the increase of wet-
lands in America for the good of the coun-
try, for the good of the habitat of our coun-
try, for the good of the wildlife of our 
country.’’ All these efforts will add to the 
beauty of our Nation and provide habitats 
for millions of birds and fish. 

Second, we will improve the quality of 
another million acres of existing wetlands 
through expanded public-private efforts 
such as the Interior Department’s Partners 
for Fish and Wildlife Program. I know 
we’ve got some people from Fish and Wild-
life here today. I want to thank you for 
serving you country so admirably. I appre-
ciate your service. 

As well we will use NOAA’s Coastal Wet-
lands Planning, Protection and Restoration 
Program. I know we’ve also got NOAA rep-
resentatives here too. I thank you for com-
ing, and thanks for your good work. 

Too many wetlands are degraded and can 
no longer support healthy wildlife popu-
lations, so they need to be restored to 
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health. In other words, they need to be 
nurtured. They were once wetlands areas, 
and they need to be nurtured back to be 
a wetland. 

Tomorrow I’m going down to Florida. 
I’ll be seeing Brother. I’ll be glad to give 
him your best. [Laughter] And we’re going 
to go to the Everglades. It’s a great wet-
lands area. The problem is, is that the wet-
land—the Everglades have been invaded by 
a—by certain plant species, nonnative 
plants, that are going to choke out the wet-
lands. And so one of the things we’re going 
to do is to encourage programs that will 
remove these invasive species so that native 
vegetation can return and the wetlands can 
be revitalized. In other words, we can re-
store wetlands so they function better, so 
they function as the Almighty wanted them 
to function in the first place. As they be-
come healthier—[applause].

And finally, we will protect an additional 
one million acres of wetlands that are cur-
rently at risk by increasing grants for land 
protection programs and by making it easi-
er for farmers and other landowners to par-
ticipate in these programs. We’ll encourage 
these landowners to place easements on 
their wetlands, on the wetland portion of 
their property, so that migratory birds can 
rest on their long journey. In other words, 
with proper Government policy, we can en-
courage proper habits by private land-
owners to understand that they can do a 
better job with their land. 

We’ll do the ducks and other birds a 
good turn by not only improving the 
lands—the wetlands but also the lands near 
the wetlands. It’s one thing to have a good 
wetland, but they’ve got to have a place 
for the ducks to nest as well. And so the 
program is to be wise about the incentive 
programs we put in place. I’m confident 
these measures will be not only appreciated 
by people but by birds. [Laughter]

To meet the goal of wetland expansion, 
the Government must commit money, and 
my administration is prepared to do so. The 
first thing we’ve done in the—2002, I 

signed the farm bill. And one of the most 
important aspects of the farm bill was the 
conservation titles. It was a significant ex-
pansion of Federal money available to en-
courage people to expand areas of their 
farms and ranches, like wetlands. 

And secondly, the budget I proposed— 
or sent to Congress, proposes to spend 
$349 million on two key wetlands programs, 
which is an increase of more than 50 per-
cent since I first took office. These monies 
will help. These monies will provide proper 
incentive for good conservation measures. 

But the thing I think is very important 
to emphasize here is that good conservation 
and good stewardship will happen when 
people say, ‘‘I’m just not going to rely upon 
the Government to be the solution to the 
problem.’’ I’ve come here because this is 
a great example of people seizing the initia-
tive, a great example of where the Govern-
ment can help but not stand in the way 
of commonsense policies that will make a 
significant difference to the wetlands and 
the native species. And it sends a clear 
signal to everybody else around our country 
that if you want to be a responsible citizen, 
do something about the quality of the life 
in the community in which you live. 

It’s my honor to come here today to cel-
ebrate this fantastic project, to remind our 
fellow citizens that we all have got respon-
sibilities, to declare that the Federal Gov-
ernment has set a new, important goal of 
increasing the net—the wetlands all across 
America, and to ask God’s blessings on this 
beautiful part of the world and the people 
who live here. 

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:12 p.m. at 
the Wells National Estuarine Research Re-
serve. In his remarks, he referred to Paul 
Dest, manager, Wells National Estuarine Re-
search Reserve; Thomas Bradbury, executive 
director, Kennebunkport Conservation 
Trust; and Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida. The 
National Volunteer Week proclamation of 
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April 16 is listed in Appendix D at the end 
of this volume. 

Remarks at the President’s Environmental Youth Awards Ceremony 
April 22, 2004 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Welcome. Please be seated. Welcome to 
the East Garden. We’re glad you’re here. 
This is a perfect place to honor some of 
America’s finest young stewards of the envi-
ronment. By working hard to preserve our 
natural surroundings, you’ve made impor-
tant contributions to your communities and 
to our Nation. We’re really glad you’re 
here, and I appreciate the great example 
you’re setting for others. 

Steve, thanks for being here. I’m hon-
ored that you’ve accepted the assignment 
of becoming the Deputy Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency. 
That’s a big job, and I’m glad you’re going 
to do it. 

Stephen L. Johnson. Thank you, sir. 
The President. Thank you. I know that 

your wife, Debbie, and Matthew are with 
us here today too, and I’m glad they’re 
here. Good to see you. 

I want to congratulate the award winners 
from 10 EPA regions from around the 
country. Thanks for what you’re doing. I 
want to thank your family members who 
are here with you, your teachers who are 
here with you, your buddies who are here 
with you. Thanks for coming. 

I also want to thank the EPA Regional 
Administrators. I see a couple of recogniz-
able faces here. I’m glad you all are here. 
I appreciate your hard work for the coun-
try.

The award winners today span the entire 
country, from Barrackville, West Virginia, 
to Shakopee, Minnesota, to Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. You’ve cleaned parks. You’ve 
restored wetlands, and you’ve organized 
conservation projects. As volunteers, you’ve 

given your time and talents in many dif-
ferent ways, and together you’re helping 
to achieve a great national goal, to protect 
and pass along the great natural beauty of 
our country. 

Showing concern for the environment is 
one way of showing your love for America. 
Americans are fortunate to be able to 
breathe clean air and enjoy the beautiful, 
diverse landscapes of our vast continent. 
By getting your hands dirty and helping 
to clean up your communities, you’re put-
ting your ideals into action, and you’re 
making America a better place. I hope you 
know that. 

As each of you have learned, good stew-
ardship can be a lot of fun. Working out-
doors is a chance to clear your mind or 
to get exercise or to be with your family 
and your friends. That’s one of the reasons 
I like to go down to Crawford. I like to 
get outdoors. I like to clear my mind. I 
like to be with my family and my friends. 
And I like to work on our ranch to restore 
native grasses and to make our hardwood 
trees flourish. 

I’m looking forward to going down to 
be with a family member tomorrow, as a 
matter of fact. See, my brother is the Gov-
ernor of Florida—Jeb—and we’re going 
down to clear out some nonnative plants 
from the Everglade area so that the wet-
lands can be more healthy and flourish 
more. I’m going to make sure he pulls his 
weight, too. [Laughter]

The other thing you’re doing is you’re 
setting an important example of service. I 
don’t know if you know this or not, but 
this week is called National Volunteer 
Week. It’s a time to recognize millions of 
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