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Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Apr. 7 

Statement on the Fighting in the Darfur Region of Sudan 
April 7, 2004 

New fighting in the Darfur region of 
Sudan has opened a new chapter of tragedy 
in Sudan’s troubled history. The Sudanese 
Government must immediately stop local 
militias from committing atrocities against 
the local population and must provide 
unrestricted access to humanitarian aid 
agencies. I condemn these atrocities, which 
are displacing hundreds of thousands of ci-
vilians, and I have expressed my views di-
rectly to President Bashir of Sudan. 

For more than 21⁄2 years, the United 
States has been working closely with the 
Government of Sudan and the Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) to 
bring peace to Sudan. This civil war is one 
of the worst humanitarian tragedies of our 
time, responsible for the deaths of two mil-
lion people over two decades. Achieving 
peace and reaching a just and comprehen-

sive agreement must be an urgent priority 
for both sides. 

The United States will move toward nor-
mal relations with the Government of 
Sudan only when there is a just and com-
prehensive peace agreement between the 
Government and the SPLM. All parties 
must also ensure that there is unrestricted 
access for humanitarian relief throughout 
Sudan, including Darfur, and the Govern-
ment of Sudan must cooperate fully in the 
war against terrorism. 

I continue to hope for peace for the peo-
ple of Sudan and for normalization of rela-
tions between Sudan and the United States. 
However, the Government of Sudan must 
not remain complicit in the brutalization 
of Darfur. I renew my call to Khartoum 
to bring the peace process with the SPLM 
to a just conclusion and to bring peace 
and justice to Darfur. 

Statement on the 10th Anniversary of the 1994 Rwanda Genocide 
April 7, 2004 

Ten years ago today, the world witnessed 
the beginning of one of the most horrific 
episodes of the 20th century, the 1994 
Rwanda genocide. A 100-day campaign 
waged by Hutu extremists tore Rwanda 
apart and resulted in the murder of at least 
800,000 Tutsi men, women, and children, 
as well as many moderate Hutus. This 
genocide also included systematic rape and 
sexual violence against countless Tutsi 
women and the orphaning of thousands of 
children.

The United States supports the people 
of Rwanda as they commemorate this hor-
rific chapter in history. We urge all states, 
particularly those in the region, to work 

with Rwanda and the International Crimi-
nal Tribunal for Rwanda to bring to justice 
those responsible for the genocide and to 
repatriate the thousands of displaced 
Rwandans. We also urge the international 
community to assist the survivors of that 
great crime as they continue to heal. The 
United States will continue to assist Rwan-
da in the unification of families, the pro-
viding of scholarships, the combating of 
HIV/AIDS, and the promotion of the rule 
of law. 

The United States joins Rwanda and 
members of the global community in this 
day of reflection. 
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