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world, starting this summer. And what does 
that mean? It means that every time we 
export, we grow the company; we add jobs; 
we invest in our capital equipment. It’s just 
as simple as that. 

The President. Yes, well, I appreciate you 
understanding that. He is talking about— 
see, what he needs to be talking to me 
about is to make sure that the markets he 
wants to export into don’t have a bunch 
of trade barriers and tariffs. See, what 
George wants from his Government is to 
say, ‘‘Don’t shut it down here. Open it up 
over there.’’ Just give him a chance to com-
pete. We’ve got to reject economic isola-
tionism in America. We’ve got to be bold 
and confident. We’ve got to believe in our 
people. We’ve got to believe the Georges 
of the world can compete anywhere if just 
given a chance to do so. 

So when you hear me talking about trade 
policy, that’s what I’m talking about. I’m 
talking about giving our entrepreneurs a 
chance to compete on a level playing field. 
And if you give Americans a chance to 
compete on a level playing field, we’ll win 
just about every time. 

Listen, I want to thank you all for com-
ing. I hope you have found the conversa-

tions with your fellow citizens as stimu-
lating, as interesting as I have. I mean, 
one of the things that’s—I like to remind 
people, I’m an optimistic person. And the 
reason I’m an optimistic person is I listen 
to these kind of stories all the time, doers 
and dreamers and achievers, people who 
honor their family, people who love their 
country more than anything else. It is such 
an honor to be with you all. I’m so glad 
you’re here. 

Thank you for what you’re doing. Thank 
you for being such great Americans, and 
may God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:21 p.m. at 
New Hampshire Community Technical Col-
lege-Nashua. In his remarks, he referred to 
Gov. Craig Benson and State Attorney Gen-
eral Peter W. Heed of New Hampshire; 
Gene G. Chandler, speaker, New Hampshire 
State House of Representatives; Thomas R. 
Eaton, president, New Hampshire State Sen-
ate; and New Hampshire State Senator Jane 
O’Hearn. Discussion participant Lucille Jor-
dan referred to Thomas Wisbey, president, 
New Hampshire Community Technical Col-
lege-Manchester.

Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation To Protect Unborn Victims of 
Violence
March 25, 2004 

I applaud the Senate for passing the 
‘‘Unborn Victims of Violence Act’’ today by 
a strong bipartisan vote. We must continue 
to build a culture of life in our country, 
a compassionate society in which every 
child is welcomed in life and protected by 
law.

Pregnant women who have been harmed 
by violence, and their families, know that 
there are two victims—the mother and the 
unborn child—and both victims should be 
protected by Federal law. 

I look forward to signing this important 
legislation into law. 

ug 31 2005 11:38 Dec 19 2006 Jkt 201942 PO 00000 Frm 00453 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\201942A 013 201942A



454

Mar. 25 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Budget Legislation 
March 25, 2004 

I commend the House for passing a re-
sponsible budget that advances our three 
highest priorities: defending America, win-
ning the war on terror, and promoting 
growth and job creation, while cutting the 
deficit in half within 5 years. I am also 
pleased that this moves us closer to making 

the tax relief for America’s workers and 
families permanent. 

I urge the House and Senate to reach 
agreement quickly and pass a budget based 
on my principles of funding what’s nec-
essary to protect America and keep our 
economy growing, while restraining spend-
ing elsewhere. 

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney Reception in Boston, Massachusetts 
March 25, 2004 

Thank you all. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. It’s great to be back in Boston. 
Thank you. [Laughter] I spent some quality 
time here in the seventies—[laughter]—
mostly in the library at Harvard, of course. 
[Laughter] Well, I spent some quality time 
here.

I really appreciate the traditions here in 
Massachusetts. Last weekend I had the 
honor of participating in one of the city’s 
finest traditions. It was the annual Saint 
Patrick’s Day breakfast in South Boston. 
I called in. The good senator took my call. 
Actually, he took Andy Card’s call, a great 
Massachusetts citizen, and Andy handed me 
the phone. When I called in, I had the 
feeling they were going to ask me about 
a Massachusetts politician who had his eye 
on the White House, so I addressed the 
issue as directly as possible: I told Mitt 
the job was filled until 2008. 

I’m proud of the job this good man is 
doing as Governor of this great State. Mitt 
Romney is a great Governor. And like me, 
he married very well. [Laughter] I’m proud 
Ann is here with us tonight. Ann, thank 
you for coming. 

And I’m sorry Laura is not here. She 
is a fabulous First Lady. She is a great 
wife. She’s visiting her mom in Midland, 

Texas. Like me, we put our faith in families 
first, above all. And she is—[applause].

I appreciate my friend Ambassador Dick 
Egan, for helping make this an incredibly 
successful fundraiser. The country called, 
and he responded as the Ambassador to 
Ireland. He did a fine job on behalf of 
the citizens of this country. Dick, thank 
you for your service. 

And my old buddy, the former Governor 
of Massachusetts, Bill Weldis here tonight. 
I appreciate you coming, Governor. I want 
to thank all the State officials who are here 
and local officials who are here. I see the 
high sheriff and others here today. I want 
to thank my friend Joe O’Donnell for rent-
ing a tie for tonight. [Laughter] I appre-
ciate so very much Mercer Reynolds, who 
is the national finance chairman for my 
campaign, for taking time out to make sure 
that we’re able to get our message out all 
across our country. 

I want to thank all the people who have 
worked so hard to really do a fantastic job, 
when you think about it. We’ve come to 
Boston, Massachusetts—some people would 
think that we wouldn’t have much support 
here. But they’re wrong. We’ve got a lot 
of support in this city. 
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