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others who share that basic belief. The fu-
ture of Muslim nations will be better off
for all with the full participation of women.

These are extraordinary times, historic
times. We've seen the fall of brutal tyrants.
We're seeing the rise of democracy in the
Middle East. Were seeing women take
their rightful place in societies that were
once incredibly oppressive and closed.
We're seeing the power and appeal of lib-
erty in every single culture. And we're
proud once again—this Nation is proud—
to advance the cause of human rights and
human freedom.

I want to thank you all for serving the
cause. The cause is just, the cause is right,
and the cause is good. May God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. in
the the East Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Karen Hughes,
former Counselor to the President; Raja
Habib Khuzai, member, Iragi Governing
Council; Shamim Jawad, wife of Said Tayeb
Jawad, Afghanistan’s Ambassador to the U.S.;
Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of the National
League for Democracy of Burma; and Sultan
Qaboos bin Said Al Said and Minister of
Higher Education Rawya bint Saud Al
Busaidi of Oman. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of the First Lady.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives on Funding for the
Commission on the Intelligence Capabilities of the United States
Regarding Weapons of Mass Destruction

March 12, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I am notifying the Congress of my intent
to use funds provided in Public Law 107-
38, the Emergency Supplemental Appro-
priations Act for Recovery from and Re-
sponse to Terrorist Attacks on the United
States, FY 2001, for the Commission on
the Intelligence Capabilities of the United
States Regarding Weapons of Mass De-
struction (the “Commission”).

At this time, $4 million will be trans-
ferred from the Emergency Response Fund
for the Commission. As provided in Public
Law 107-38, these funds will be made
available to the Commission immediately.

The details of this action are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Additional Protocol to the Czech
Republic-United States Investment Treaty

March 12, 2004

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I
transmit herewith the Additional Protocol
Between the United States of America and
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the Czech Republic to the Treaty Between
the United States of America and the
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic Con-
cerning the Reciprocal Encouragement and
Protection of Investment of October 22,
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1991, signed at Brussels on December 10,
2003. I transmit also, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to this Protocol.

I have already forwarded to the Senate
similar Protocols for Romania and Bulgaria
and now forward simultaneously to the Sen-
ate Protocols for the Czech Republic, Esto-
nia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and the Slo-
vak Republic. Each of these Protocols is
the result of an understanding the United
States reached with the European Commis-
sion and these six countries that will join
the European Union (EU) on May 1, 2004,
as well as with Bulgaria and Romania,
which are expected to join the EU in 2007.

The understanding is designed to pre-
serve U.S. bilateral investment treaties
(BITs) with each of these countries after
their accession to the EU by establishing
a framework acceptable to the European
Commission for avoiding or remedying
present and possible future incompati-
bilities between their BIT obligations and
their future obligations of EU membership.
It expresses the U.S. intent to amend the
U.S. BITs, including the BIT with the
Czech Republic, in order to eliminate in-
compatibilities between certain BIT obliga-
tions and EU law. It also establishes a
framework for addressing any future incom-

patibilities that may arise as EU authority
in the area of investment expands in the
future, and endorses the principle of pro-
tecting existing U.S. investments from any
future EU measures that may restrict for-
eign investment in the EU.

The United States has long championed
the benefits of an open investment climate,
both at home and abroad. It is the policy
of the United States to welcome market-
driven foreign investment and to permit
capital to flow freely to seek its highest
return. This Protocol preserves the U.S.
BIT with the Czech Republic, with which
the United States has an expanding rela-
tionship, and the protections it affords U.S.
investors even after the Czech Republic
joins the EU. Without it, the European
Commission would likely require the Czech
Republic to terminate its U.S. BIT upon
accession because of existing and possible
future incompatibilities between our cur-
rent BIT and EU law.

I recommend that the Senate consider
this Protocol as soon as possible, and give
its advice and consent to ratification at an
early date.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
March 12, 2004.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Additional Protocol to the Slovak
Republic-United States Investment Treaty

March 12, 2004

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I
transmit herewith the Additional Protocol
Between the United States of America and
the Slovak Republic to the Treaty Between
the United States of America and the
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic Con-
cerning the Reciprocal Encouragement and
Protection of Investment of October 22,

1991, signed at Brussels on September 22,
2003. I transmit also, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to this Protocol.

I have already forwarded to the Senate
similar Protocols for Romania and Bulgaria
and now forward simultaneously to the Sen-
ate Protocols for the Czech Republic, Esto-
nia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and the Slo-
vak Republic. Each of these Protocols is
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