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The adoption of this law marks a historic
milestone in the Iraqi people’s long journey
from tyranny and violence to liberty and

Statement on International Women’s

March 8, 2004

Today, in observance of International
Women’s Day, the United States reaffirms
the principle that freedom is the right of
every woman and man and the future of
every nation. The United States continues
to work to advance and support the dignity
of all people, regardless of gender, race,
religion, or ethnic origin.

The best guarantor of the rights of
women is freedom and democracy. Free
societies allow for free elections, free mar-
kets, free press, and free labor unions. They
guarantee religious liberty, protect property
rights, and educate their people. They pro-
tect their freedoms with the consistent and
impartial rule of law.

Over the past 2 years, the advent of de-
mocracy in Iraq and Afghanistan has freed
millions of people from brutal tyranny. We
celebrate that they are now assuming the
basic human rights too long denied them.
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peace. While difficult work remains to es-
tablish democracy in Iraq, today’s signing
is a critical step in that direction.

Day

Much remains to be done to consolidate
and protect these new rights, but the
United States and our international part-
ners are determined to continue this
progress.

On this day, women like Aung San Suu
Kyi, who remains under house arrest for
her efforts to bring democracy to Burma,
and Shirin Ebadi, who has spent a lifetime
championing human rights, receive recogni-
tion. The United States pledges to promote
democracy and human rights around the
globe and to help those who struggle to
see the same light of liberty now dawning
on the people of Iraq and Afghanistan.

NoOTE: The statement referred to Aung San
Suu Kyi, leader of the National League for
Democracy in Burma; and 2003 Nobel Peace
Prize winner Shirin Ebadi.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Notice of Intention To Enter Into
a Free Trade Agreement With Morocco

March 8, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of
the Trade Act of 2002 (Public Law 107—
210; the “Trade Act”), I am pleased to
notify the Congress of my intent to enter
into a free trade agreement (FTA) with the
Kingdom of Morocco.

This agreement will create new opportu-
nities for America’s workers, farmers, busi-
nesses, and consumers by eliminating bar-
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riers in trade with Morocco. Morocco is
one of the United States strongest friends
in the Middle East. Increased trade will
benefit Americans and help strengthen a
tolerant, open, and more prosperous Mo-
rocco. Entering into an FTA with Morocco
will not only strengthen our bilateral ties
with this important ally, it will also advance
my goal of a Middle East free trade area
(MEFTA) within a decade.
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