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Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation To Protect

Unborn Victims of Violence
February 26, 2004

I applaud the House for passing the
“Unborn Victims of Violence Act” today by
a strong bipartisan vote. We must continue
to build a culture of life in our country,
a compassionate society in which every
child is born into a loving family and pro-
tected by law.

Pregnant women who have been harmed
by violence, and their families, know that

there are two victims—the mother and the
unborn child—and both victims should be
protected by Federal law.

I urge the Senate to pass this bill so
that I can sign it into law.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 1997.

Message to the Congress on Continuation and Expansion of the National

Emergency With Respect to Cuba
February 26, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 1 of title I of Public
Law 65-24, ch. 30, 50 U.S.C. 191, and
sections 201 and 301 of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq., 1 here-
by report that I have exercised my statutory
authority to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Proclamation 6867 of
March 1, 1996, in response to the Cuban
government’s destruction of two unarmed
U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in inter-
national airspace north of Cuba. Addition-
ally, T have exercised my authority to ex-
pand the scope of the national emergency
as, over the last year, the Cuban govern-
ment, which is a designated state-sponsor
of terrorism, has taken a series of steps
to destabilize relations with the United
States, including threatening to abrogate
the Migration Accords with the United
States and to close the U.S. Interests Sec-
tion. This conduct has caused a sudden and
worsening disturbance of U.S. international
relations.

In my proclamation (copy attached), I
have authorized and directed the Secretary
of Homeland Security to make and issue

such rules and regulations that the Sec-
retary may find appropriate to prevent un-
authorized U.S. vessels from entering
Cuban territorial waters.

I have authorized these rules and regula-
tions as a result of the Cuban government’s
demonstrated willingness to use reckless
force, including deadly force, in the osten-
sible enforcement of its sovereignty. I have
also authorized these rules and regulations
in an effort to deny resources to the repres-
sive Cuban government that may be used
by that government to support terrorist ac-
tivities and carry out excessive use of force
against innocent victims, including U.S. citi-
zens and other persons residing in the
United States, and threaten a disturbance
of international relations. Accordingly, I
have continued and expanded the national
emergency in response to these threats.

GEORGE W. Busu
The White House,
February 26, 2004.

NotE: The proclamation and the notice on
continuation are listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.
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