
205

Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Feb. 12 

the IAEA Board of Governors. For in-
stance, Iran, a country suspected of main-
taining an extensive nuclear weapons pro-
gram, recently completed a 2-year term on 
the Board. Allowing potential violators to 
serve on the Board creates an unacceptable 
barrier to effective action. No state under 
investigation for proliferation violations 
should be allowed to serve on the IAEA 
Board of Governors or on the new special 
committee. And any state currently on the 
Board that comes under investigation 
should be suspended from the Board. The 
integrity and mission of the IAEA depends 
on this simple principle: Those actively 
breaking the rules should not be entrusted 
with enforcing the rules. 

As we move forward to address these 
challenges, we will consult with our friends 
and allies on all these new measures. We 
will listen to their ideas. Together, we will 
defend the safety of all nations and pre-
serve the peace of the world. 

Over the last 2 years, a great coalition 
has come together to defeat terrorism and 
to oppose the spread of weapons of mass 
destruction, the inseparable commitments 
of the war on terror. We’ve shown that 

proliferators can be discovered and can be 
stopped. We’ve shown that for regimes that 
choose defiance, there are serious con-
sequences. The way ahead is not easy, but 
it is clear. We will proceed as if the lives 
of our citizens depend on our vigilance, 
because they do. Terrorists and terror states 
are in a race for weapons of mass murder, 
a race they must lose. Terrorists are re-
sourceful. We’re more resourceful. They’re 
determined. We must be more determined. 
We will never lose focus or resolve. We’ll 
be unrelenting in the defense of free na-
tions and rise to the hard demands of dan-
gerous times. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. at 
Fort Lesley J. McNair. In his remarks, he 
referred to Lt. Gen. Michael M. Dunn, 
USAF, president, National Defense Univer-
sity; former Secretary of State George Shultz 
and his wife, Charlotte; President Pervez 
Musharraf of Pakistan; and Col. Muammar 
Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of Libya. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting 
Appropriations Requests for the Judicial Branch 
February 11, 2004 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
As a matter of comity, I am transmitting 

to the Congress the enclosed requests from 
the Judicial Branch for FY 2004. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on February 12. 
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Remarks in a Discussion on Education and the Jobs for the 21st Century 
Initiative in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
February 12, 2004 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
It is nice to be back in Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania. Thank you for such a warm welcome. 
Behave yourself. [Laughter] I—we’re going 
to have an interesting dialog today about 
how our economy works, how we can make 
sure people are prepared to take advantage 
of a growing economy. I hope that the stu-
dents here at this very fine high school 
are able to have a better understanding 
about their future and how to seize oppor-
tunities.

Before we begin the discussion, I do 
want to thank the high school for wel-
coming me and quite a large entourage. 
[Laughter] Rich, thank you and your staff. 
I appreciate the teachers of this fine high 
school. I want to thank you all for teaching. 
Teaching is such a noble profession. 

I’ve come to this high school—it’s a high 
school that’s willing to raise the bar, chal-
lenge what I’ve been calling the soft bigotry 
of low expectations, that is willing to meas-
ure, willing to change if you need to 
change, willing to use curriculum that actu-
ally works, in order to make sure every 
child is educated, every child has a chance 
to succeed. This is a fabulous high school. 
I’m proud of the administrators and teach-
ers and students who make it such. 

I also want to thank the parents who 
are here for paying attention to your sons 
and daughters, for caring about the quality 
of the education they receive. I often talk 
about the need for us to usher in a period 
of personal responsibility. Nothing is more 
responsible than a parent understanding 
that he or she is the first teacher of a 
child and he or she must pay attention 
to the education of their children. 

I also want to thank our panelists, who 
we’ll talk to in a minute here. But I also 
want to thank members of the mighty 

Pennsylvania congressional delegation for 
traveling with me today. 

The senior Senator—I try to downplay 
the senior part—[laughter]—today is actu-
ally his birthday. That would be Arlen 
Specter, who is traveling with us. I look 
forward to working with him. Where is the 
Senator? He’s somewhere around here any-
way. Either that, or he knew this was going 
to be a long speech. [Laughter] We’re 
working well together. We’ve got some 
challenges in Washington. I appreciate him 
working with my administration on issues 
such as judges. 

Speaking about friends and people who 
I think is doing a great job for the State 
of Pennsylvania, Senator Rick Santorum is 
with us as well. [Applause] Don’t go over-
board. [Laughter] I’ve got to fly back with 
him to Washington. [Laughter]

I appreciate the Congressman from this 
district, Tim Holden. Congressman, thank 
you for accompanying us today. The Con-
gressman kindly allowed others from the 
Pennsylvania congressional district to come 
into his district today, Members such as 
John Peterson, Joe Pitts, Don Sherwood, 
Todd Platts, Bill Shuster, and Jim Gerlach. 
Thank you all for coming. 

We’ve got senators here; we’ve got State 
representatives here; we’ve got mayors 
here. Thank you all for being here—city 
councilmen, a lot of citizens. 

I’m proud to be here to share with you 
some thoughts about how to make sure the 
American Dream shines brightly in every 
corner of the country. Before we have a 
little discussion about economics and of 
what we can do to make sure people are 
prepared for the new jobs of the 21st cen-
tury, I do want to herald a Lauren 
Simkulak. Lauren is a senior at this high 
school. She came out to meet me at Air 
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