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countermeasure research and development 
of new methods for detection, prevention 
technologies, agent characterization, and 
dose response relationships for high-con-
sequence agents in the food and the water 
supply.

(24) The Secretaries of Agriculture and 
Homeland Security will develop a plan to 
provide safe, secure, and state-of-the-art ag-
riculture biocontainment laboratories that 
research and develop diagnostic capabilities 
for foreign animal and zoonotic diseases. 

(25) The Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, in consultation with the Secretaries of 
Agriculture and Health and Human Serv-
ices, shall establish university-based centers 
of excellence in agriculture and food secu-
rity.

Budget
(26) For all future budgets, the Secre-

taries of Agriculture, Health and Human 
Services, and Homeland Security shall sub-
mit to the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, concurrent with their 

budget submissions, an integrated budget 
plan for defense of the United States food 
system.

Implementation
(27) Nothing in this directive alters, or 

impedes the ability to carry out, the au-
thorities of the Federal departments and 
agencies to perform their responsibilities 
under law and consistent with applicable 
legal authorities and Presidential guidance. 

(28) This directive is intended only to 
improve the internal management of the 
executive branch of the Federal Govern-
ment, and it is not intended to, and does 
not, create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity, against the United States, its depart-
ments, agencies, or other entities, its offi-
cers or employees, or any other person. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: This directive was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 3. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the 
United Nations 
February 3, 2004 

President Bush. It’s my honor to wel-
come the Secretary-General here to the 
Oval Office. We’ve just had a really con-
structive dialog about a lot of issues. And 
the world is changing for the better, and 
the United Nations is playing a vital role 
in that change. And we talked about Iraq 
and Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, the Mid-
dle East, the continent of Africa. And I’ll 
let the Secretary-General speak for himself, 
but I’m upbeat and optimistic about the 
future of the world. 

We’ve got a lot of work to do in certain 
areas and, obviously, a lot of focus right 
now on Iraq. And I have always said that 
the United Nations needs to play a vital 

role, and it’s an important role. And we 
have discussed ways to make sure that by 
working together, the Iraqi people can be 
free and their country stable and pros-
perous and an example of democracy in 
the Middle East. And the United Nations 
does have a vital role there, and I look 
forward to working with the Secretary-Gen-
eral to achieve that. 

Secretary-General Annan. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President. As you heard 
the President say, we’ve had a very good 
and lengthy meeting on a whole host of 
issues. We realize that last year we were 
all taken up with war, the question of war 
and peace in Iraq. But we have many other 
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issues to work on together, the President 
and I have agreed, other areas which are 
important that we will be working on. 

On Iraq, I believe that the stability of 
Iraq is in everyone’s interest. The U.N. 
does have a role to play, and that’s why, 
following the meeting of 19 January, I have 
decided to send in a team, a team that 
will go in to try and work with the Iraqis 
in finding the way forward. Everyone 
agrees that sovereignty should be handed 
over to Iraq as soon as possible. The date 
of 30 June has been suggested, but there 
is some disagreement as to the mechanism 
for establishing the provisional government. 
And I hope this team I’m sending in will 
be able to play a role getting the Iraqis 
to understand that if they could come to 
some consensus and some agreement on 
how to establish that government, they’re 
halfway there. 

We are going to go there to help the 
Iraqis, to help them establish a government 
that is Iraqi, a government that will work 
with them to assure their future, in terms 
of political and economic destiny. And the 

team will talk to as many Iraqis as possible 
and help them steer things in the right 
direction. The CPA—that is the coalition 
led by Mr. Bremer—and the Iraqi Gov-
erning Council, when they met me in New 
York, indicated that they would accept the 
conclusions of the U.N. team, so we do 
have a chance to help break the impasse 
which exists at the moment and move for-
ward.

On other issues, as the President indi-
cated, we are going to work very closely 
together. We’ve had some successes, and 
there are very positive developments 
around the world, which we are also going 
to try and build on and consolidate. 

So thank you very much, Mr. President. 
President Bush. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:56 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, Secretary-General Annan referred 
to L. Paul ‘‘Jerry’’ Bremer III, Presidential 
Envoy to Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Remarks at the ‘‘Churchill and the Great Republic’’ Exhibit 
February 4, 2004 

Thank you all very much. I’m honored 
to join you as we welcome a magnificent 
collection to the Library of Congress. I’ve 
always been a great admirer of Sir Winston 
Churchill, admirer of his career, admirer 
of his strength, admirer of his character— 
so much so that I keep a stern-looking bust 
of Sir Winston in the Oval Office. He 
watches my every move. [Laughter]

Like few other men in this or any other 
age, Churchill is admired throughout the 
world. And through the writings and his 
personal effects, we feel the presence of 
the great man, himself. As people tour this 
exhibit, I’m sure they’ll be able to smell 
the whiskey and the cigars. [Laughter]

I appreciate Jim Billington for hosting 
this exhibit and for hosting me. It’s good 
to see Marjorie. I appreciate the members 
of Winston Churchill’s family who have 
come: Lady Mary Soames, the daughter; 
Winston Churchill III—the man bears a 
mighty name—and his wife, Luce; Celia 
Sandys, who is a granddaughter. Thank you 
all for coming. We’re honored to have you 
here in America. 

I’m pleased to see my friend the 
Ambassador from the United Kingdom to 
America, Sir David Manning, and Lady 
Manning here as well. I appreciate the 
Members of Congress who have come— 
the chairman. We’ve got a couple of mighty 
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