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service. As a matter of fact, quite the con-
trary, we ought to welcome that. 

Anyway, you’ve got a job to do here, 
and if you would, share with us the Ohio 
vision. Thanks for coming. Potts works for 
the State. He’s the Ohio Department of 
Job and Family Services. Welcome. 

[Joel Potts, senior policy analyst, Ohio De-
partment of Jobs and Family Services, Co-
lumbus, OH, made brief remarks.]

The President. What Joel is talking about 
is Congress needs to get the welfare bill 
to my desk. It’s a bill that will encourage 
work, and it will encourage compassionate 
programs at the same time. It’s stuck. 
There’s too much politics in Washington 
on this. The 1996 welfare law worked. And 
Members of Congress from both parties 
have got to understand it worked, and we 
need to build on it to save lives. That’s 
what we’re here to talk about. 

And I hope you get a flavor of the atti-
tude now coming out of Washington, DC, 
about how we can support the social entre-
preneurs. That’s really what I wanted you 
to hear. I wanted you to hear that in your 
own community here in Cincinnati you’ve 

got heroic figures, heroic people, saving 
lives on a daily basis, and these folks need 
to be supported. They need to be sup-
ported at the local level. They need to be 
supported at the State level, and they need 
to be supported at the Federal level. 

And then you saw some great examples 
of people who made the—made a choice. 
They said, ‘‘I want to do better. I want 
to be a mom. I want to be a mom and 
a dad. I want to put food on the table, 
and I’m not afraid to ask for help.’’ If any-
body is listening out there who needs help, 
call the Talbert House or call the State 
and ask where you can get help, because 
there’s plenty of people in this good State 
with big hearts who are willing to help. 

I want to thank you all for coming. May 
God bless the State of Ohio, and may God 
continue to bless our great country. Thank 
you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:08 p.m. at 
the Hamilton County Alcohol and Drug Ad-
diction Services Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Gov. Bob Taft of Ohio and his 
wife, Hope; and Jane Portman, wife of Rep-
resentative Portman, and their son Jed. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Peter Medgyessy of 
Hungary and an Exchange With Reporters 
June 22, 2004 

President Bush. Before I welcome the 
Prime Minister to the Oval Office, I will 
have a statement; he will have a statement; 
we’ll answer two questions per side. 

Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. Hold on a second, 

please. I’ll have a statement; he will have 
a statement; and then we’ll have two ques-
tions per side. I’ll call upon an American 
reporter, and he’ll call upon a Hungarian 
reporter.

Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. 

We have just had another meaningful 
discussion about a lot of issues, starting 
with our bilateral relations. Relations be-
tween Hungary and the United States are 
strong, and I want to thank the Prime Min-
ister for that and for your friendship. 

I told the Prime Minister I appreciate 
a man who sticks by his word. When the 
Prime Minister gives you his word, he 
means it. He is a strong leader for Hun-
gary. He is a strong ally for the United 
States. More importantly, he is a strong 
visionary for free and peaceful societies. 
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I appreciate very much, Mr. Prime Min-
ister, the sacrifices of the Hungarian people 
when it comes to making the world more 
secure and peaceful. Your great country lost 
a brave soldier. I extend the deepest condo-
lences to the family of that soldier from 
the United States of America. I appreciate 
his sacrifice, and I want his folks to know 
that we will complete our task and the 
world will be more peaceful and more free 
because Iraq will be free and peaceful. I 
want to thank you very much for under-
standing the hopes and aspirations of the 
Iraqi people. 

I also appreciate our discussion about 
NATO. We’re Allies in an important Alli-
ance, and our jobs are to make sure that 
NATO fulfills its mission, which is a hope-
ful mission, to bring stability and peace 
throughout the world. 

I want to thank you for your briefing 
of the recent EU meetings. As you know, 
I’m going to Ireland to visit with the lead-
ership of the EU, and I want to thank 
you for giving me a good, strong briefing 
on the EU. 

And finally, we had a really interesting 
discussion about the Hungarian economy. 
The Prime Minister has got a very good 
vision about making sure that the Hun-
garian workforce is educated for the jobs 
of the 21st century. We talked about how 
we can work together on high-tech trans-
fers and educational transfers. I told the 
Prime Minister that the decisions he’s mak-
ing for his economy are very important in 
attracting U.S. capital, that Hungary is a 
place that is a stable country based upon 
rule of law and transparency and that we 
look forward to working together to make 
sure our trade is vibrant as well as travel 
between our countries is expedited. 

We have talked about a visa policy that, 
admittedly, has created a problem in Hun-
gary. The Prime Minister came and told 
me directly he expects me and my adminis-
tration to do everything we can to expedite 
travel between Hungary and the United 
States—I appreciated your very strong 

statement on behalf of the Hungarian peo-
ple—and I assured him that we will work 
as best we can to make sure the visa system 
works like we want it to work, because 
in America we welcome people from all 
parts of the world. We welcome your busi-
ness leaders. We welcome your students. 
We welcome your artists. It’s in our Na-
tion’s interest that we have a full inter-
change and exchange with the Hungarian 
people.

So I want to thank you for coming, Mr. 
Prime Minister. You’re a good, strong lead-
er and a good friend, and welcome. 

Prime Minister Medgyessy. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President, for the oppor-
tunity that just within 2 years, this is the 
second opportunity to meet. American- 
Hungarian relations can enter a new stage 
now. The past 2 years could prove that 
we are reliable and predictable partners, 
and we can step beyond that now. 

And as it’s been mentioned by the Presi-
dent right now, we can make real progress 
in terms of technology cooperation, tech-
nology transfer, research and development, 
education. And the good development of 
economic relations is extremely important 
for Hungary. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President, for 
bringing up the visa issue. I especially re-
quested the President to look into this mat-
ter, how this can be expedited. American- 
Hungarian relations are entering a new di-
mension now, because we have become 
members of the European Union, which 
means—which represents a new equality. 

I was truly delighted to see that in the 
European Council meeting, transatlantic re-
lations were very important. And there is 
a true intention on the part of Europe to 
find the fastest possible solution for the 
Iraq issue, and I could feel in that issue 
that everybody is looking forward now. 

Mr. President referred to the death of 
the Hungarian soldier which is, of course, 
very painful to all of us. Nevertheless, I 
could confirm to the President that Hun-
gary’s commitment to the presence in Iraq 
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is unchanged, and we want to promote sta-
bilization. Our troops will not be removed 
before their term, and we are more than 
happy to participate in processes that can 
promote the transfer of stabilization, de-
mocratization—[inaudible].

I thank you very much, Mr. President, 
once again for the opportunity, because this 
can give another impetus, a new impetus 
to American-Hungarian relations. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you.

Scott [Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press]. 

Treatment of Prisoners 
Q. Thanks, Mr. President. Secretary 

Rumsfeld expressed some concern last 
week that a perception might be taking 
hold that your administration had condoned 
or authorized torture of prisoners. Specifi-
cally, he worried that might give other 
countries an excuse to torture American ci-
vilians, American soldiers. I’m wondering 
if that’s what prompted you to release these 
memos, these documents, and your delib-
erations? And also do you think we need 
an independent commission to look into 
this whole thing? 

President Bush. Let me make very clear 
the position of my Government and our 
country. We do not condone torture. I have 
never ordered torture. I will never order 
torture. The values of this country are such 
that torture is not a part of our soul and 
our being. 

The Prime Minister brought up the Abu 
Ghraib situation. I assured him that these 
soldiers do not represent what Americans 
think. And I also assured him that unlike 
a society run by a tyrant, the world will 
see a open, fair trial for those accused of 
breaking U.S. military law. 

Hungary’s Role in Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, Prime Minister, what 

is the value of the contribution of the small 
countries to the—[inaudible]? Why is it im-
portant that they be there in the coalition? 

President Bush. In Iraq? The—what’s im-
portant for the Iraqis to know is that the 
world stands with them as a free society 
emerges. Hungary is a society which is a 
free society. It’s a society which has re-
jected totalitarianism and has now wel-
comed democracy and rule of law and 
human rights and human dignity. And it’s 
very important for the Iraqi people to be 
able to share those values with people be-
yond just the United States. I mean, Hun-
gary is such a great example of what is 
possible in a free society. And plus, it helps 
to have troops fulfill certain missions as 
we help rebuild Iraq. It’s more than just 
a symbol. These troops are providing a very 
important role as Iraq emerges from a soci-
ety run and brutalized by a tyrant to a 
society in which people are able to realize 
their hopes and aspirations. 

And it’s happening. I told the Prime 
Minister I was very pleased with Prime 
Minister Allawi’s strength and his vision 
and his strong statements, particularly in 
the face of these brutal terrorist attacks. 
He’s not going to be intimidated by these 
killers, you see. He understands what a free 
society will mean. We’re not going to be 
intimidated by the killers, either. Freedom 
is too precious and too valuable. And free 
societies will end up making the world a 
more peaceful place, which is my hope, 
and it’s the Prime Minister’s hope as well. 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

South Korea’s Role in Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, in the wake of the 

beheading of the South Korean national, 
what are you doing to ensure South Korea 
sticks to its plan to send 3,000 troops to 
Iraq?

President Bush. I haven’t had a chance 
to speak to President Roh yet, but I would 
hope that President Roh would understand 
that the free world cannot be intimidated 
by the brutal action of these barbaric peo-
ple.

See, what they’re trying to do is they’re 
trying to shake our will and our confidence. 
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They’re trying to get us to withdraw from 
the world so that they can impose their 
dark vision on people, and remember what 
their dark vision is like. Remember what 
it was like for a young girl to grow up 
with the Taliban in Afghanistan. This was 
a society where young girls weren’t even 
allowed to go to school. It’s a society where 
people were humiliated in public. This is 
a society where people couldn’t worship 
freely. This was a dark and dismal society. 
And that’s their vision of the world. In 
order to impose their vision, they want us 
to leave. They want us to cower in the 
face of their brutal killings. 

And the United States will not be intimi-
dated by these people because we believe 
strongly in freedom and liberty and human 
rights and human dignity, freedom to wor-
ship as you see fit, freedom to speak your 
mind. And I believe President Roh under-
stands that. 

Prime Minister Medgyessy. And we share 
the same values with the United States. 

Hungarian Troops in Iraq/U.N. Security 
Council Resolution on Iraq 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, has it been 
brought up that perhaps the mandate of 
Hungarian troops would be prolonged after 
the 31st of December? Did you touch upon 
that issue? 

Prime Minister Medgyessy. We were talk-
ing about how delighted we were about 
the Security Council resolution both in Eu-
rope and everywhere else, that we welcome 
the intention that gradually the conditions 
are created for the Iraqi people to take 
over control over the government. And in 
the fairness of that process, we shall decide 
whatever should happen with Hungarian 
soldiers there. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Prime Minister 
Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi interim government; 
and President Roh Moo-hyun of South 
Korea. Prime Minister Medgyessy spoke in 
Hungarian, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. 

Remarks at a Reception for Black Music Month 
June 22, 2004 

Thanks for coming, and welcome to the 
White House. Laura and I really appreciate 
you coming to join us today to celebrate 
Black Music Month, and we’re glad you’re 
here.

Our Jazz Masters and students from the 
Jazz in the New Generation program will 
perform for us soon, and we thank them 
for being here as well. I think you’re going 
to like it. [Laughter] It’s actually one of 
the great advantages of being the President 
is you get some great musicians to play 
for you in your living room. [Laughter]

We want to thank Dana Gioia for coming 
here. He’s the chairman of the National 
Endowment of Arts. He’s doing a fine job. 
I appreciate you being here. 

I see members of my Cabinet who are 
here. Secretary of Agriculture Ann 
Veneman is joining us. Thank you, Ann, 
for coming. And the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development Alphonso Jackson 
and his wife, Marcia, I appreciate you both 
being here. I want to thank Congressman 
Chris Shays from the great State of Con-
necticut for joining us. Thank you, and 
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