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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in the Territory of the Russian

Federation
June 16, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the emergency declared with
respect to the accumulation of a large vol-
ume of weapons-usable fissile material in
the territory of the Russian Federation is
to continue beyond June 21, 2004. The
most recent notice continuing this emer-
gency was published in the Federal Register
on June 12, 2003 (68 Fed. Reg. 35149).
It remains a major national security goal
of the United States to ensure that fissile
material removed from Russian nuclear
weapons pursuant to various arms control

and disarmament agreements is dedicated
to peaceful uses, subject to transparency
measures, and protected from diversion to
activities of proliferation concern. The ac-
cumulation of a large volume of weapons-
usable fissile material in the territory of
the Russian Federation continues to pose
an unusual and extraordinary threat to the
national security and foreign policy of the
United States. For this reason, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency declared with re-
spect to the accumulation of a large volume
of weapons-usable fissile material in the
territory of the Russian Federation and
maintain in force these emergency authori-
ties to respond to this threat.

GEORGE W. Busu
The White House,
June 16, 2004.

NoTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Canada-United States Agreement

on Pacific Hake/Whiting
June 16, 2004

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I
transmit herewith the Agreement between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Canada
on Pacific Hake/Whiting (the “Agree-
ment”), done at Seattle, November 21,
2003. T am also enclosing, for the informa-
tion of the Senate, the report of the Sec-
retary of State on the Agreement.
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The Agreement establishes, for the first
time, agreed percentage shares of the
transboundary stock of Pacific hake, also
known as Pacific whiting. It also creates
a process through which U.S. and Canadian
scientists and fisheries managers will rec-
ommend the total catch of Pacific hake
each year, to be divided by a set percentage
formula. Stakeholders from both countries
will have significant input into this process.
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The Agreement not only allows the Par-
ties to redress the overfishing that had led
to a recent decline in stock levels, but also
provides long-term stability for U.S. fishers
and processors and a structure for future
scientific collaboration.

The recommended legislation necessary
to implement the Agreement will be sub-
mitted separately to the Congress.

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting

June 17, 2004

The President. T've just met with my
Cabinet. We discussed primarily the econ-
omy, and I was pleased with the report
I got. The U.S. economy is strong, and
it’s getting stronger. People are going back
to work. There’s a sense of optimism
around this table, because these people
have been out in the field and talking to
people, talking to small-business owners
and entrepreneurs. I'm pleased with the
progress we're making.

There’s more to do to make sure this
growth is sustained throughout the decade.
Primarily it requires a proper under-
standing of the role of Government to the
economy. The role of Government is not
to try to manage the economy; the role
of Government is to create an environment
in which the capital flows and entre-
preneurs feel emboldened to take risk and
to make sure workers are trained for the
jobs of the 21st century. I will continue
to talk to the American people about our
progrowth strategy that I'm confident will
work.

The other thing we talked about was our
firm resolve to spread freedom and, there-
fore, peace around the world. We fully un-
derstand terrorists will try to shake our will,
to try to shake our confidence, to try to
get us to withdraw from commitments we
have made in places like Afghanistan and
Iraq, and they won't succeed. Iraq will be

I recommend that the Senate give favor-
able consideration to this Agreement and
give its advice and consent to ratification
at an early date.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
June 16, 2004.

and an Exchange With Reporters

free, and a free Iraq is in our Nation’s
interest. A free Iraq will make the world
more peaceful. A free Iraq will be an ally
of those nations who honor human rights
and human dignity and the aspirations of
men and women everywhere. A free Iraq
will make America more secure.

And we’re making progress toward that
goal. We've been there—it's been 14
months since the fall of Baghdad, and the
work has been hard and difficult. Yet our
military on the ground has done an excel-
lent job of making sure the conditions are
such that an Iraqi government can emerge
and lead their nation to the better days.

I'll be glad to answer a couple of ques-
tions. Deb [Deb Riechmann, Associated
Press], why don’t you lead it off?

Al Qaida-Saddam Hussein Relationship

Q. Mr. President, why does the adminis-
tration continue to insist that Saddam had
a relationship with Al Qaida, when even
you have denied any connection between
Saddam and September 11th? And now the
September 11th Commission says that
there was no collaborative relationship at
all.

The President. The reason I keep insist-
ing that there was a relationship between
Iraq and Saddam and Al Qaida, because
there was a relationship between Iraq and
Al Qaida. This administration never said
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