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Nation, strengthened the spirit of free en-
terprise, challenged and shamed an oppres-
sive empire, and inspired millions with his 
conviction and moral courage. 

As he showed what a President should 
be, he also showed us what a man should 
be. Ronald Reagan carried himself with a 
decency and attention to the small 
kindnesses that also define a good life. He 
was a courtly, gentle, and considerate man, 
never known to slight or embarrass others. 
From the Oval Office, he took time to an-
swer letters from schoolchildren and grand-
mothers and countless strangers curious 
about life in the White House. 

Ronald Reagan deeply loved the United 
States of America, and that love is being 
returned. Over the past week, tens of thou-
sands of mourners stood in line in Cali-
fornia and in Washington, DC, to pay their 
final respects. There were 21-gun salutes 
and dignified processions and homemade 
memorials at a funeral home in Santa 
Monica.

Now that Nancy Reagan has taken her 
husband to his place of rest, we offer our 
gratitude. Our country is stronger and our 
world is freer for the brave leadership of 
this modest son of America. Ronald Reagan 
always told us that for America, our best 
was yet to come. We know that is true 
for him too. His work is done, and now 
a shining city awaits him. 

May God bless Ronald Reagan. Thank 
you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:01 
a.m. on June 11 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
June 12. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on June 
11 but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. The related proclamation and 
Executive order of June 6 are listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. The re-
lated proclamation of July 2 is printed in the 
Federal Register at 69 FR 41179.

Remarks at an 80th Birthday Celebration for President George H.W. Bush 
in Houston, Texas 
June 12, 2004 

Thank you all. As you can see, I have 
been given the high honor to represent my 
three brothers, my sister, and our respec-
tive families at the 80th birthday party for 
our dad, our Gampy. 

You’re probably wondering how I got to 
be the family spokesman. [Laughter] Well, 
we polled the family, and rumor has it, 
somewhere in our large family, the 
tiebreaking vote for tonight’s speaker was 
cast by a fourth cousin by the name of 
Chad. [Laughter] While holding his son 
above the crib, Chad’s father reports that 
the lad burped, and it sounded like 
‘‘George W.’’ [Laughter] Once again, my 

life was affected by a dangling chad. 
[Laughter]

Yesterday we said farewell to a good 
man, our 40th President, Ronald Reagan. 
Today we honor another good man. I want 
to thank you all for coming to wish our 
dad a happy birthday. 

We thank those who worked so hard to 
make this event a great success. We thank 
the entertainers for coming. Right before 
I came on the stage, I had a chance to 
say hello to Dennis Miller. He was some-
what disappointed. I said, ‘‘Why?’’ He said, 
‘‘I thought we were raising money for a 
thousand pints of light.’’ [Laughter]
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We thank the underwriters, the sponsors, 
and the organizing committee. We thank 
the honorary chairman, Dan Quayle. Dan’s 
not only a good friend; he’s one of our 
three favorite Vice Presidents—you know, 
Dick, Dan, and Dad. [Laughter]

Most of you are here because over the 
years you have come to know and love our 
dad—as well as his rather shy and retiring 
wife. [Laughter] He has touched you be-
cause of his decency and warmth, his hu-
mility and humor. You know what we know, 
that we are all fortunate to have George 
Bush as a part of our lives. 

Some of you are here to pay tribute to 
a man who has made your life’s calling 
a little easier. Because of our honoree’s 
sense of duty and service, millions have 
been raised to heal hurt and disease as 
well as educate our young. Some are here 
to see the 80-year-old dude who tomorrow 
will strap on a helmet, zip up a suit, and 
launch forth from a perfectly safe aerospace 
vehicle, arms sprayed, back arched, yelling 
at Father Time, ‘‘Take this, you old man.’’ 
One or two of you thought the Astros were 
at home. [Laughter]

Jeb, Neil, Marvin, Doro, and I are here 
with our families because of our deep and 
pure love for our dad. We love his enthu-
siasm for life and his dedication to his faith, 

his family, his friends, and his country. We 
respect and honor the example he has set 
in service to our Nation, as a fighter pilot, 
a Representative, a diplomat, and a Presi-
dent. We take comfort in knowing that he 
was the same caring, decent man before, 
during, and after his time in the arena. 

We like to do things with him. He is 
a fun guy. We like to fish, throw a shoe, 
play peggity, or play golf with him. We 
like to talk and laugh with him. We still 
get a kick out of his dirty shirt joke or 
‘‘show him a clean one’’ line. We under-
stand his gentle tease and have learned the 
art of the effective needle from him. We 
appreciate those times when he gives us 
ample material with his weird taste in 
clothes. [Laughter]

We are awed by his energy, his zest for 
life. If ever there was a guy who could 
say his dance card was completely full, it 
is our dad. We love the fact that he loves 
Mother. And we are amazed and deeply 
touched by his unconditional love for us. 

So here’s to you, young fella. May God 
grant you health, joy, and many years of 
happiness. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 p.m. at 
Minute Maid Park. 

Remarks on the Unveiling of the Official Portraits of President William J. 
Clinton and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
June 14, 2004 

Good morning. Thank you, Henry. Laura 
and I appreciate you all coming. President 
Clinton and Senator Clinton, welcome 
home. All who live here are temporary resi-
dents. The portraits that are presented 
today will be held permanently in the 
White House collection for all the ages. 
And so beginning today, the likenesses of 
President William Jefferson Clinton and 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will 

take their place in a line that began with 
George and Martha Washington. 

Laura and I are pleased to welcome 
members of the Clinton and Rodham fam-
ily. Thank you all for coming. It’s great 
to see Chelsea. The fact that you survived 
your teenage years in the White House— 
[laughter]—speaks to the fact that you had 
a great mom and dad. We are pleased that 
Mrs. Dorothy Rodham is here. Welcome. 
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