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I want to thank you for being a soldier 
in the army of compassion. I want to urge 
people in this community to gather up the 
spirit of the Hilarys or what you’ve heard 
here today, to make a difference in some-
body’s lives. And it doesn’t take much to 
do so, by the way. If you teach a child 
to read, you’re helping America. If you go 
to a shut-in’s house and just tell him you 
love him on a regular basis, you’re making 
a difference. No, the strength of this coun-
try is the fact that we’ve got citizens willing 
to serve something greater than themself. 

I think the community college system of 
America is one of our great strengths. I 
hope that people who have listened here 
can see that in the living proof of three 
citizens who, because of their own will and 
their own desire, took advantage of the op-

portunity and are now working or soon- 
to-be working. [Laughter] Well, two work-
ing and one filling out a resume. [Laughter]

But I appreciate you all sharing your sto-
ries with us. It’s important to know that— 
for people to know that as this economy 
changes, there’s opportunity. You’ve just 
got to seize it, just like you three have 
done. I want to thank you for your—for 
the example you’ve set. I want to thank 
the folks here for providing a great service 
to our Nation. 

And may God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:06 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Janet 
Napolitano of Arizona; and Bill Moses, stu-
dent, Mesa Community College. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Additional Protocol to the 
Bulgaria-U.S. Investment Treaty 
January 21, 2004 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the Additional Protocol 
Between the United States of America and 
the Republic of Bulgaria amending the 
Treaty Between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Republic of Bulgaria Con-
cerning the Encouragement and Reciprocal 
Protection of Investment of September 23, 
1992, signed at Brussels on September 22, 
2003. I transmit also, for the information 
of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to this Addi-
tional Protocol. 

My Administration has already forwarded 
to the Senate a similar Additional Protocol 
for Romania and expects to forward to the 
Senate shortly Additional Protocols for the 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland, and the Slovak Republic. Each of 
these Additional Protocols is the result of 

an understanding the United States reached 
with the European Commission and six 
countries that will join the European Union 
(EU) on May 1, 2004 (the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and the 
Slovak Republic), as well as with Bulgaria 
and Romania, which are expected to join 
the EU in 2007. 

The understanding is designed to 
preserve U.S. bilateral investment treaties 
(BITs) with each of these countries after 
their accession to the EU by establishing 
a framework acceptable to the European 
Commission for avoiding or remedying 
present and possible future 
incompatibilities between their BIT obliga-
tions and their future obligations of EU 
membership. It expresses the U.S. intent 
to amend the U.S. BITs, including the BIT 
with Bulgaria, in order to eliminate incom-
patibilities between certain BIT obligations 
and EU law. It also establishes a framework 
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for addressing any future incompatibilities 
that may arise as European Union authority 
in the area of investment expands in the 
future, and endorses the principle of pro-
tecting existing U.S. investments from any 
future EU measures that may restrict for-
eign investment in the EU. 

The United States has long championed 
the benefits of an open investment climate, 
both at home and abroad. It is the policy 
of the United States to welcome market- 
driven foreign investment and to permit 
capital to flow freely to seek its highest 
return. This Additional Protocol preserves 
the U.S. BIT with Bulgaria, with which the 
United States has an expanding relation-

ship, and the protections it affords U.S. 
investors even after Bulgaria joins the EU. 
Without it, the European Commission 
would likely require Bulgaria to terminate 
its U.S. BIT upon accession because of ex-
isting and possible future incompatibilities 
between our current BIT and EU law. 

I recommend that the Senate consider 
this Additional Protocol as soon as possible, 
and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion at an early date. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
January 21, 2004. 

Telephone Remarks to the March for Life 
January 22, 2004 

The President. Well, thank you very 
much, Nellie. I appreciate your kind intro-
duction, and thank you for including me 
in this celebration of life. I’m calling you 
today from Roswell, New Mexico. And it 
sounds like you’ve got some people who 
know where Roswell is here in the audi-
ence.

I know that good folks have gathered 
there on The Mall from every corner of 
America to take part in the 31st March 
for Life. And I want you to pass on my 
best to each one of them in person, please, 
and tell them how much I appreciate their 
devotion to such a noble cause. 

You believe, as I do, that every person, 
however frail or vulnerable, is a blessing. 
Each of us has a special dignity, a place 
and purpose in this world. And in the Dec-
laration of Independence, our Founders 
stated this self-evident truth: The right to 
life does not come from government; it 
comes from the Creator of life. 

During the past 3 years, we’ve made real 
progress toward building a culture of life 
in America. As President, I’ve signed the 

Born-Alive Infants Protection Act. I have 
signed legislation supporting maternity 
group homes. Working with the Congress, 
we have refused to spend taxpayers’ money 
on international programs that promote 
abortion overseas. We’re opposed to the 
destruction of embryos for stem cell 
research. And last November, it was my 
honor to sign into law a ban on the brutal 
procedure of partial-birth abortion. 

Nellie, I want you to know that our 
administration is vigorously defending this 
law against those who would seek to over-
turn it in the courts. I also want you to 
know, without your hard work and dedica-
tion to the cause of life, these achievements 
would not have been possible. 

But we all know there is still more to 
do. Earlier this week, I proposed that we 
double Federal funding for abstinence edu-
cation programs. We will continue to sup-
port crisis pregnancy centers, adoption, pa-
rental notification laws, and the vital work 
of faith-based groups. 

I strongly support the Unborn Victims 
of Violence Act, which the House Judiciary 
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