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June 6 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 

Remarks, in Paris, on the Death of President Ronald Reagan 
June 6, 2004 

This is a sad hour in the life of America. 
A great American life has come to an end. 
I have just spoken to Nancy Reagan. On 
behalf of our whole Nation, Laura and I 
offered her and the Reagan family our 
prayers and our condolences. 

Ronald Reagan won America’s respect 
with his greatness and won its love with 
his goodness. He had the confidence that 
comes with conviction, the strength that 
comes with character, the grace that comes 
with humility, and the humor that comes 
with wisdom. He leaves behind a nation 
he restored and a world he helped save. 

During the years of President Reagan, 
America laid to rest an era of division and 
self-doubt. And because of his leadership, 
the world laid to rest an era of fear and 

tyranny. Now, in laying our leader to rest, 
we say thank you. 

He always told us that for America, the 
best was yet to come. We comfort ourselves 
in the knowledge that this is true for him 
too. His work is done, and now a shining 
city awaits him. 

May God bless Ronald Reagan. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:41 a.m. at 
the U.S. Ambassador’s residence. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. The re-
lated proclamation and Executive order of 
June 6 are listed in Appendix D at the end 
of this volume. The related proclamation of 
July 2 is in the Federal Register at 69 FR
41179.

Remarks on the 60th Anniversary of D-Day in Colleville-sur-Mer, France 
June 6, 2004 

Mr. President and Mrs. Chirac; Secretary 
Powell and Secretary Principi; General 
Myers; Members of the United States Con-
gress; my fellow Americans; and ladies and 
gentlemen: It is a high honor to represent 
the American people here at Normandy on 
the 6th of June, 2004. 

Twenty summers ago, another American 
President came here to Normandy to pay 
tribute to the men of D-day. He was a 
courageous man himself and a gallant lead-
er in the cause of freedom. And today we 
honor the memory of Ronald Reagan. 

Mr. President, thank you for your gra-
cious welcome to the reunion of Allies. His-
tory reminds us that France was America’s 
first friend in the world. 

With us today are Americans who first 
saw this place at a distance, in the half- 
light of a Tuesday morning long ago. Time 

and providence have brought them back 
to see once more the beaches and the 
cliffs, the crosses and the Stars of David. 
Generations to come will know what hap-
pened here, but these men heard the guns. 
Visitors will always pay respects at this cem-
etery, but these veterans come looking for 
a name and remembering faces and voices 
from a lifetime ago. Today we honor all 
the veterans of Normandy and all their 
comrades who never left. 

On this day in 1944, President Franklin 
Roosevelt addressed the American people, 
not with a speech but with a prayer. He 
prayed that God would bless America’s sons 
and ‘‘Lead them straight and true.’’ He 
continued, ‘‘They will need Thy blessings. 
They will be sore tired, by night and by 
day, without rest—until victory is won. The 
darkness will be rent by noise and flame. 
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