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1483 empowers countries to make a proper
decision to get involved in Iraq. Let me
talk about the U.N. in relations to Iraq
in general. Mr. de Mello is doing a very
fine job. He is working very closely with
Bremer. Theyve got a fine relationship,
and that bodes well for future discussions.
Fourteen eighty-three is a very strong reso-
lution and a very adequate resolution.

But we're constantly in touch with U.N.
officials. And Kofi Annan was in my office
the other day, discussing a lot of different
issues, and one of the issues was Iraq. The
more people involved in Iraq, the better
off we will be. And that’s exactly what our
intention is, to encourage people to partici-
pate in the—making Iraq more secure and
more free. A free Iraq is a crucial part
of winning the war on terror.

And now I'm going to go see to it that
the Prime Minister is well fed. We're going
to feed him some chicken.

Thank you, sir. I appreciate it very much.
Thank you all.

NoTE: The President’s news conference
began at 11:13 a.m. at the Bush Ranch. In
his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Pales-
tinian Authority; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
of Israel; former President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq; Chairman Kim Chong-il of North
Korea; Secretary-General Kofi Annan and
Special Representative for Iraq Sergio Vieira
de Mello of the United Nations; and L. Paul
Bremer III, Presidential Envoy to Iraq.
Prime Minister Berlusconi spoke in Italian,
and some reporters asked their questions in
Italian, and their remarks were translated by
an interpreter.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continued Operations of United States

Forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina
]uly 22, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In my report to the Congress of January
21, 2003, I provided information on the
deployment of combat-equipped U.S.
Armed Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina
and other states in the region in order to
participate in and support the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO)-led Sta-
bilization Force (SFOR). The SFOR began
its mission and assumed authority from the
NATO-led Implementation Force on De-
cember 20, 1996. I am providing this sup-
plemental report, prepared by my Adminis-
tration and consistent with the War Powers
Resolution (Public Law 93-148), to help
ensure that the Congress is kept fully in-
formed on continued U.S. contributions in
support of peacekeeping efforts in the
former Yugoslavia.

The U.N. Security Council authorized
Member States to continue SFOR for a
period of 12 months in U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1491 of July 11, 2003.
The mission of SFOR is to provide a fo-
cused military presence in order to deter
hostilities, stabilize and consolidate the
peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, con-
tribute to a secure environment, and pro-
vide, within its means and capabilities, se-
lective support to key tasks and key civil
implementation organizations.

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately
1,800 personnel. United States personnel
comprise approximately 15 percent of the
total SFOR force of approximately 12,000
personnel. During the first half of 2003,
17 NATO nations and 11 others provided
military personnel or other support to
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SFOR. Most U.S. forces in Bosnia and
Herzegovina are assigned to Multinational
Brigade, North, headquartered near the city
of Tuzla. The U.S. forces continue to sup-
port SFOR efforts to apprehend persons
indicted for war crimes and to conduct
counter-terrorism operations. In the last 6
months, U.S. forces have not sustained any
combat-related fatalities.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander
in Chief and Chief Executive.

Message to the Congress Transmitting
Support of Plan Colombia
July 22, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with section 3204(e), Public
Law 106-246, I am providing a report pre-
pared by my Administration detailing the
progress of spending by the executive

Remarks on Coalition Activities in Iraq

July 23, 2003

It is my pleasure to welcome Ambassador
Paul Bremer back to the White House. I'm
also pleased to be joined by Secretary
Rumsfeld and General Myers. Thank you
all for coming.

Ambassador Bremer is doing a fine job
in an essential cause. The nations in our
coalition are determined to help the Iraqi
people recover from years of tyranny. And
we are determined to help build a free
and sovereign and democratic nation.

The coalition provisional authority, led by
Ambassador Bremer, has a comprehensive
strategy to move Iraq toward a future that
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I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed
about developments in  Bosnia and
Herzegovina. I will continue to consult
closely with the Congress regarding our ef-
forts to foster peace and stability in the
former Yugoslavia.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Ted Stevens, President pro
tempore of the Senate.

a Progress Report on Spending in

branch during the first two quarters of Fis-
cal Year 2003 in support of Plan Colombia.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
July 22, 2003.

is secure and prosperous. We are carrying
out that strategy for the good of Iraq, for
the peace of the region, and for the secu-
rity of the United States and our friends.

Saddam Hussein’s regime spent more
than three decades oppressing Iraq’s peo-
ple, attacking Iraq’s neighbors, and threat-
ening the world’s peace. The regime tor-
tured at home, promoted terror abroad,
and armed in secret. Now, with the regime
of Saddam Hussein gone forever, a few re-
maining holdouts are trying to prevent the
advance of order and freedom. They are
targeting our success in rebuilding Irag;
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