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to support the Afghan people as they build
a democratic, stable, and thriving Afghani-
stan.

Joint Statement Agreed to by President Bush, President Chirac, and

Chancellor Schroeder
December 16, 2003

Debt reduction is critical if the Iraqi
people are to have any chance to build
a free and prosperous Iraq. Therefore,
France, Germany, and the United States
agree that there should be substantial debt
reduction for Iraq in the Paris Club in
2004, and will work closely with each other
and with other countries to achieve this

objective. The exact percentage of debt re-
duction that would constitute “substantial”
debt reduction is subject to future agree-
ment between the parties.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks on the 100th Anniversary of the Wright Brothers™ First Flight at

Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina
December 17, 2003

Thank you all very much. Rain will never
dampen our spirits. I'm honored to be
here, and I'm honored to be in the great
State of North Carolina.

Madam Secretary, thank you for your
fine leadership and your friendship. Sec-
retary Mineta, thank you for your great
leadership, as well. I'm proud that you're
serving in my Cabinet. Mr. Governor, I
appreciate your kind comments. I appre-
ciate the values you hold dear to your
heart, and I thank you for leading this great
State.

To John Travolta, we shall call him
“Moon Man” from now on. I appreciate
your friendship. I appreciate your love of
flight. Thank you for being such a fine en-
tertainer for millions of Americans, but
most importantly, thanks for being a great
American. I'm proud you're here.

I appreciate the fact that the Secretary
of the Navy, Gordon England, is here. The
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Secretary of the Air Force, James Roche,
is traveling with me today. I appreciate
Sean O’Keefe, who is the Administrator of
NASA, who has come today. I thank all
members of my administration who have
joined us. I hope you were smart enough
to have brought an umbrella. [Laughter]

I know we've got Members of the Con-
gress who are here. Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist from Tennessee is with us today.
Senator Frist, thank you for coming. Sen-
ator Elizabeth Dole from the great State
of North Carolina is with us. Senator Dole,
thank you for being here. All Members of
Congress from North Carolina and from
other States, thank you for being here. I
know we've got mayors and State officials.

I appreciate so very much American he-
roes who are here, well-known and not so
well-known heroes. Let me name four of
the well-known heroes who are here: Neil
Armstrong; Buzz Aldrin; John Glenn; one
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