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around looking for a better deal on closing
costs. You're kind of stuck with what you’re
presented with. And so they end up paying
more than they should. So we've proposed
new rules to make it easier for buyers to
shop around and to compare prices on clos-
ing costs, so they can get the best deal
and the best service possible.

And thirdly, we want to make buying
a home simpler. Many first-time buyers
look at the paperwork from a loan applica-
tion and, frankly, get a little nervous about
all the fine print. Those forms can be in-
timidating to the first-time homebuyer.
They can be intimidating to the second-
or third-time homebuyer too. [Laughter] So
this administration has proposed new rules
to simplify the forms homebuyers and
homeowners fill out when they apply for
a loan or close on a mortgage.

We understand that buying a home is
a big step, and so these three recommenda-
tions we're making, these three changes in
the rules, will make that step easier, will
enable people to make the step to buying
a home—they’ll be able to do so with more
confidence. These are practical ways that

we are working to expand homeownership
across the country.

The dream of homeownership should be
attainable for every hard-working American.
That’s what we want. And this act of Con-
gress I'm going to sign, the regulations that
I hope are finalized soon will help thou-
sands of families fulfill the dream.

And so now it is my honor, right here
at this important Department, the Depart-
ment responsible for encouraging home-
ownership in America, to sign the American
Dream Downpayment Act.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. at
the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment. In his remarks, he referred to the
late Robert Woodson, Jr., former Chief of
Staff, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, and his widow, Michelle; and
Robert Woodson, Sr., founder and president,
National Center for Neighborhood Enter-
prise. S. 811, approved December 16, was
assigned Public Law No. 108-186. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Completion of the Kabul-Kandahar Highway

December 16, 2003

More than a year ago, Afghan President
Hamid Karzai broke ground on the recon-
struction of a highway that—when com-
pleted—will run through the heart of Af-
ghanistan, helping to unify that great na-
tion. The United States and Japan pledged
to provide financing and personnel to the
project, and we further pledged that the
first leg—the 300 miles from the capital
of Kabul to the important city of
Kandahar—would be completed by the end
of this year.

Today we have met that pledge, as the
first phase of paving the Kabul-Kandahar
leg of the highway is completed under

budget and ahead of schedule. This new
road reduces travel time between Kabul to
Kandahar to 5 hours. It will promote polit-
ical unity between Afghanistan’s provinces,
facilitate commerce by making it easier to
bring products to market, and provide the
Afghan people with greater access to health
care and educational opportunities.

I am grateful for the enormous efforts
of engineers and laborers from many coun-
tries who worked tirelessly and often in
the face of hardship and danger to finish
this leg of the road on time. This accom-
plishment underscores the firm commit-
ment of the United States and coalition
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to support the Afghan people as they build
a democratic, stable, and thriving Afghani-
stan.

Joint Statement Agreed to by President Bush, President Chirac, and

Chancellor Schroeder
December 16, 2003

Debt reduction is critical if the Iraqi
people are to have any chance to build
a free and prosperous Iraq. Therefore,
France, Germany, and the United States
agree that there should be substantial debt
reduction for Iraq in the Paris Club in
2004, and will work closely with each other
and with other countries to achieve this

objective. The exact percentage of debt re-
duction that would constitute “substantial”
debt reduction is subject to future agree-
ment between the parties.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks on the 100th Anniversary of the Wright Brothers™ First Flight at

Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina
December 17, 2003

Thank you all very much. Rain will never
dampen our spirits. I'm honored to be
here, and I'm honored to be in the great
State of North Carolina.

Madam Secretary, thank you for your
fine leadership and your friendship. Sec-
retary Mineta, thank you for your great
leadership, as well. I'm proud that you're
serving in my Cabinet. Mr. Governor, I
appreciate your kind comments. I appre-
ciate the values you hold dear to your
heart, and I thank you for leading this great
State.

To John Travolta, we shall call him
“Moon Man” from now on. I appreciate
your friendship. I appreciate your love of
flight. Thank you for being such a fine en-
tertainer for millions of Americans, but
most importantly, thanks for being a great
American. I'm proud you're here.

I appreciate the fact that the Secretary
of the Navy, Gordon England, is here. The
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Secretary of the Air Force, James Roche,
is traveling with me today. I appreciate
Sean O’Keefe, who is the Administrator of
NASA, who has come today. I thank all
members of my administration who have
joined us. I hope you were smart enough
to have brought an umbrella. [Laughter]

I know we've got Members of the Con-
gress who are here. Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist from Tennessee is with us today.
Senator Frist, thank you for coming. Sen-
ator Elizabeth Dole from the great State
of North Carolina is with us. Senator Dole,
thank you for being here. All Members of
Congress from North Carolina and from
other States, thank you for being here. I
know we've got mayors and State officials.

I appreciate so very much American he-
roes who are here, well-known and not so
well-known heroes. Let me name four of
the well-known heroes who are here: Neil
Armstrong; Buzz Aldrin; John Glenn; one
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