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Owls not only represented a fine university
well, they represented a great baseball
State. They—I told Coach Graham, I said,
“It's great to be with people who go to
a fine school and at the same time beat
a really tough, tough field in baseball.” And
so I want to congratulate the mighty Owls
for coming. I know a lot of folks in Hous-
ton are really proud of your accomplish-
ments. So are a lot of people in Texas.

So this is championship—were honored
to have the teams with us—championship
day. The thing—the lesson I love about
team sports and about champions is that
champions work hard. They live a good,
clean life in order to succeed. But they
all serve something greater than themself
in life. And that's an important example
for our country. It’s important for people
to recognize that serving something greater
than yourself in life makes you a whole
person, helps you understand the signifi-
cance of life.

My call to these champs is to remember
that now that youre a champion, a lot of
people, particularly young kids, are looking
at you, wondering what it’s like to be a
champ, wondering what it's like to serve
the school or the region or the State so
very well. It means you've got a little extra
task at hand, means you got to understand
that you're an example for somebody and

you can actually affect somebody’s life in
a positive way by how you handle the re-
sponsibilities of being a champion.

Again, congratulations for working hard,
for winning. Congratulations for what you
have done. Congratulations for what you’re
going to do with your life. May God bless
you all, may God bless your universities,
and may God continue to bless our great
country.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Malcolm Gillis, presi-
dent, and Wayne Graham, head baseball
coach, Rice University; John Gagliardi, head
football coach, St. John’s University, his wife,
Peggy, and their son, Jim, offensive coordi-
nator, St. John’s University football team;
Craig Tiley, men’s tennis head coach, Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Gov.
Jeb Bush of Florida; Roland Thornqvist,
women’s tennis head coach, University of
Florida; Larry Penley, men’s golf head coach,
Clemson University; Chris Sailer, women’s
lacrosse head coach, Princeton University;
Andrea Gaston, head coach, and Mikaela
Parmlid, former player, women’s golf, Uni-
versity of Southern California; Dom Starsia,
men’s lacrosse head coach, University of Vir-
ginia; and Sue Enquist, head softball coach,
University of California-Los Angeles.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders

November 17, 2003

I just had the honor of meeting with
the Medicare Conference Working Group.
I first thanked them for their extraordinary
leadership on developing a fine piece of
legislation for Medicare. There are Repub-
lican leaders at this table; there are Demo-
crat leaders at this table. These are Ameri-
cans who understand we have an obligation
to our seniors to modernize and strengthen
the Medicare system.
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The bill that will be offered to the House
and the Senate modernizes and strengthens
Medicare. There’s 400 billion additional
dollars available for our seniors in this bill.
There’s prescription drug coverage in the
bill for our seniors. This vote will dem-
onstrate whether the Members of the
House and the Senate will help keep our
commitment to America’s seniors. I look
forward to working with the Members



Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Nov. 17

around the table to secure passage of this
very important and historic piece of legisla-
tion. I urge members of both political par-
ties to study the legislation, to remember
the promise we have made to America’s
seniors, and to vote yes for this legislation.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. A
tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Council of Europe Convention on

Cybercrime
November 17, 2003

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I
transmit herewith the Council of Europe
Convention on Cybercrime (the
“Cybercrime Convention” or the “Conven-
tion”), which was signed by the United
States on November 23, 2001. In addition,
for the information of the Senate, I trans-
mit the report of the Department of State
with respect to the Convention and the
Convention’s official Explanatory Report.

The United States, in its capacity as an
observer at the Council of Europe, partici-
pated actively in the elaboration of the
Convention, which is the only multilateral
treaty to address the problems of com-
puter-related crime and electronic evidence
gathering. An overview of the Convention’s
provisions is provided in the report of the
Department of State. The report also sets
forth proposed reservations and declara-
tions that would be deposited by the
United States with its instrument of ratifi-
cation. With these reservations and declara-
tions, the Convention would not require
implementing legislation for the United
States.

The Convention promises to be an effec-
tive tool in the global effort to combat com-
puter-related crime. It requires Parties to
criminalize, if they have not already done
so, certain conduct that is committed
through, against, or related to computer
systems. Such substantive crimes include

offenses against the “confidentiality, integ-
rity and availability” of computer data and
systems, as well as using computer systems
to engage in conduct that would be crimi-
nal if committed outside the cyber-realm,
i.e., forgery, fraud, child pornography, and
certain  copyright-related offenses. The
Convention also requires Parties to have
the ability to investigate computer-related
crime effectively and to obtain electronic
evidence in all types of criminal investiga-
tions and proceedings.

By providing for broad international co-
operation in the form of extradition and
mutual legal assistance, the Cybercrime
Convention would remove or minimize
legal obstacles to international cooperation
that delay or endanger U.S. investigations
and  prosecutions of computer-related
crime. As such, it would help deny “safe
havens” to criminals, including terrorists,
who can cause damage to U.S. interests
from abroad using computer systems. At
the same time, the Convention contains
safeguards that protect civil liberties and
other legitimate interests.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the
Cybercrime Convention, and that it give
its advice and consent to ratification, sub-
ject to the reservations, declarations, and
understanding described in the accom-
panying report of the Department of State.

GEORGE W. BusH
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