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upon the scope of current bilateral coopera-
tion in areas of defense and security such 
as counterterrorism, counterproliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction, joint military 
exercises and training, policy dialogues, and 
defense technology. Both leaders expressed 
the desire to see this Framework Agree-
ment implemented as soon as possible. 

President Bush and Prime Minister Goh 
emphasized the value of collaborative ef-
forts to respond to new health threats, in-
cluding emerging diseases and use of bio-
logical agents by terrorists. In this regard, 
both leaders were pleased to endorse the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on 
collaboration recently concluded between 
the United States Department of Health 
and Human Services and the Singapore 
Ministry of Health. The MOU will establish 
the Regional Emerging Diseases Interven-
tion (REDI) Center. Based in Singapore’s 

newly opened Biopolis, the REDI Center 
will facilitate the exchange of information 
and expertise on surveillance; prevention 
and control of, and research on, commu-
nicable and non-communicable diseases; 
and on bioterrorism concerns. The REDI 
Center will also make its research, training, 
and surveillance facilities available to other 
economies in the Asia-Pacific region, and 
President Bush and Prime Minister Goh 
welcomed the endorsement of the Center 
by APEC Leaders at their meeting in 
Bangkok. In a broader context, the MOU 
will enhance and expand bilateral coopera-
tive efforts in health and medical sciences, 
and on health security issues. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong of 
Singapore in Singapore 
October 21, 2003 

Mr. Prime Minister, thanks. It’s so gra-
cious of you to host us, and it’s a chance 
for me to say to the Singapore people how 
much we appreciate our friendship. And 
I appreciate our personal relationship, Mr. 
Prime Minister. 

The Prime Minister is a wise man. He 
understands Southeast Asia very well. And 
a lot of our discussion was about how we 
continue to foster our agenda, which is one 

of peace and freedom as well as prosperity 
through trade. 

I appreciate your good advice, and I 
want to thank you for your warm hospi-
tality. It’s a magnificent country you have 
here. We’re honored to be here. Thank 
you again. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:55 p.m. at 
the Istana. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 
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