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is justified. And we’ll deal with it at the
right time.

Listen, this guy has done a fabulous job.
And I—Washington, particularly in August,
is a dangerous period—a dangerous time
because there’s a lot of speculation. And
all T can tell you is, the man f{lies to
Crawford, and we've spent a good 24 hours
talking about how we’re going to work to-
gether to make the world a better place.

Q. But, Mr. President, you said, “We’ll
deal with it”

The President. Yes, Elizabeth.

Q. “We'll deal with it at the right time.”
That isn’t “yes.”

The President. Deal with what at the
right time?

Q. With whether Secretary Powell will
serve in a second term. Is that “yes” or
“no”? I mean, are you going to offer him
a spot in the second term?

Secretary Powell. 1 don’t have a term.
I serve the President. [Laughter]

Q. No, the President

The President. Elizabeth, look, first
things first, and that is, we've got a year
and a while during my first term to make
the world a more peaceful place, and we’ll
deal with it. Washington loves speculation.

Clearly, you love speculation. You love it.
You love to speculate about

Q. It wasn’t my story. [Laughter]

The President. Let me finish, please. You
love to speculate about whether so-and-so
is going to be a part of the administration
or not. And I understand the game. But
I have got to do my job, and I'm going
to do it. And I'm going to do it with the
Secretary of State. And the fact that he
is here in Crawford, Texas, talking about
issues of importance, should say loud and
clear to the American people that he’s com-
pletely engaged in doing what he needs
to do, and that is serve as a great Secretary
of State.

Q. Do you want to serve more than 4
years, Mr. Secretary?

Secretary Powell. 1 serve at the pleasure
of the President, and this is all August
speculation with no basis in fact. There was
no basis for this story to begin with, and
we're doing our jobs together.

The President. All right. We're going to
get a burger. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at
the Coffee Station restaurant. In his remarks,
he referred to President Charles Taylor of
Liberia.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the Lapse of the Export Administration Act

of 1979
August 7, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with

this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the emergency caused by
the lapse of the Export Administration Act
of 1979, as amended, is to continue in ef-
fect beyond August 17, 2003, to the Federal
Register for publication.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-

dent of the Senate. The notice of August 7
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this

volume.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary of Defense Donald H.
Rumsfeld and an Exchange With Reporters in Crawford, Texas

August 8, 2003

The President. We've had a fascinating
discussion on a variety of subjects with Sec-
retary Rumsfeld and Chairman Dick Myers.
Of course, the Vice President is here. As
an aside, the Vice President and I went
fishing; we threw our first lure at about
6:20 a.m. this morning. Looks like—turns
out the fish like cooler weather than hot
weather; probably the press corps feels the
same way.

Turns out this is our 100th day since
major military operations have ended,
ended in Iraq. And since then, we've made
good progress. Iraq is more secure. The
economy of Iraq is beginning to improve.
I was interested to note that banks are now
opening up and the infrastructure is im-
proving. In a lot of places, the infrastruc-
ture is as good as it was at pre-war levels,
which is satisfactory, but it’s not the ulti-
mate aim. The ultimate aim is for the infra-
structure to be the best in the region. And
the political process is moving toward de-
mocracy, which is a major shift of system
in that part of the world.

And we're pleased with the progress, but
we know we've got a lot more work to
do. And the Secretary was briefing me on
the ongoing security operations and the sta-
tus of our forces. But I can say—and I
think he can say—progress is being made
not only in Iraq but in Afghanistan as well.

And then we spent time making sure
that our military is configured in such a
way as to represent the modern era, which
means it will be more likely that the world
will be peaceful. A modern, strong, light,
active military will make it easier to keep
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the peace, and after all, that's the objective
of the administration, is to promote free-
dom and peace. And the Secretary and his
team are doing a really good job for the
American people.

Welcome back to the ranch, Mr. Sec-
retary. We're thrilled you're here.

Secretary Rumsfeld. Thank you, sir.

The President. We'll be glad to answer
a few questions. Let’s start with the wires,
of course.

Iraq

Q. Thanks, Mr. President. You talked
about progress, but there’s some unfinished
business in Iraq also.

The President. Yes

Q. No Saddam

The President. ——that’s what 1 also
said, we've got more to do.

Q. To be specific: No Saddam; no weap-
ons; 56 soldiers have died in this 100
days

The President. Right.
including one last night. What
can you tell the American people about
how many more soldiers will die? And also,
your commander in Iraq said yesterday,
“Two years, absolute minimum.” Is that an
assessment you share?

The President. Well, first of all, we suffer
when we lose life. I mean, our country
is a country that grieves with those who
sacrifice, and our heartfelt sympathies and
appreciation go to the loved ones of any
soldier who's willing to defend the security
of the United States, and that’s what
they're doing in Iraq. It’s very important
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