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And then, secondly, following up on
Zimbabwe, are you willing to have a rep-
resentative meet with a representative of
the Zimbabwe opposition leader, who sent
a delegation here and complained that he
did not think Mr. Mbeki could be an hon-
est broker in the process?

President Bush. Well, 1 think Mr. Mbeki
can be an honest broker, to answer the
second question.

The first question is—look, there is no
doubt in my mind that Saddam Hussein
was a threat to the world peace. And
there’s no doubt in my mind the United
States, along with allies and friends, did
the right thing in removing him from
power. And there’s no doubt in my mind,
when it’s all said and done, the facts will
show the world the truth. There’s abso-
lutely no doubt in my mind. And so there’s
going to be a lot of, you know, attempts
to try to rewrite history, and I can under-
stand that. But I am absolutely confident
in the decision I made.

Q. Do you still believe they were trying
to buy nuclear materials in Africa?

President Bush. Right now?

Q. No, were they? I mean, the statement
you made

President Bush. One thing is for certain,
he’s not trying to buy anything right now.
If he’s alive, he’s on the run. And that’s
to the benefit of the Iraqi people. But look,

I am confident that Saddam Hussein had
a weapons of mass destruction program. In
1991, T will remind you, we underestimated
how close he was to having a nuclear weap-
on. Imagine a world in which this tyrant
had a nuclear weapon. In 1998, my prede-
cessor raided Iraq based upon the very
same intelligence. And in 2003, after the
world had demanded he disarm, we de-
cided to disarm him. And I'm convinced
the world is a much more peaceful and
secure place as a result of the actions.

Thank you all very much.

President Mbeki. Thanks a lot.

NoTE: The President’s news conference
began at 11:47 a.m. at the Presidential Guest
House. In his remarks, President Bush re-
ferred to Zanele Dlamini, wife of President
Mbeki; President Domitien Ndayizeye of Bu-
rundi; President Charles Taylor of Liberia;
President John Agyekum Kufuor of Ghana;
former Senator John C. Danforth, Special
Envoy for Peace in the Sudan; Randall
Tobias, nominee to be Global AIDS Coordi-
nator, Department of State; and former
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. President
Mbeki referred to the Zimbabwe African Na-
tional Union Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF), po-
litical party of President Robert Mugabe of
Zimbabwe, and the Movement for Demo-
cratic Change (MDC), the opposition party.

Statement on the Senate’s Failure To Pass Medical Liability Reform

Legislation
July 9, 2003

I am disappointed that the Senate has
failed to pass medical liability reform legis-
lation. The Nation’s medical liability system
is badly broken, and access to quality health
care for Americans is endangered by frivo-
lous and abusive lawsuits.

The medical liability crisis is driving good
doctors out of medicine and leaving pa-

tients in many communities without access
to both basic and specialty medical services.
The American people want and deserve ac-
cess to doctors in their own communities,
yet the number of physicians has decreased
in States without reasonable litigation re-
forms. The liability crisis, particularly the
use of defensive medicine, also imposes

853



July 9 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

substantial costs on the Federal Govern-
ment and all Americans.

This is a national problem that deserves
a national solution. The House of Rep-

resentatives has already acted. For the sake
of all Americans, it is time for the Senate
to pass meaningful medical reform liability
legislation and get it to my desk.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the District of Columbia’s Fiscal

Year 2004 Budget Request
July 9. 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with my constitutional author-
ity and sections 202(c) and (e) of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Financial Management
and Responsibility Assistance Act of 1995
and section 446 of the District of Columbia
Self-Governmental Reorganization Act as
amended in 1989, I am transmitting the
District of Columbia’s Fiscal Year 2004
Budget Request Act.

The proposed Fiscal Year 2004 Budget
Request Act reflects the major pro-
grammatic objectives of the Mayor and the
Council of the District of Columbia. For
Fiscal Year 2004, the District estimates
total revenues and expenditures of $5.6 bil-
lion.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
July 9. 2003.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Festus Gontebanye Mogae
of Botswana and an Exchange With Reporters in Gaborone, Botswana

July 10, 2003

President Mogae. Ladies and gentlemen
of the press, honorable Ministers, you are
probably wondering what we have been
talking between the President and I. And
I was just thanking him for, first of all,
visiting us, but above all, for the generous
assistance we have been receiving.

As you know, we are the country in
southern Africa that is most seriously af-
fected by HIV/AIDS, and we are receiving
generous assistance from the United States
Government, who are helping us with the
testing and counseling centers and in which
we are spending about $8 million U.S. a
year, which is about 40 million pula in our
own currency.

They have also responded to a request
for human resources assistance, and they
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have restored the Peace Corps program.
We are collaborating with our own private
sector, the foundations in the United
States—the Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation, the Merck Corporation Founda-
tion—for providing us with antiretrovirals
and also with assistance for mounting of
our prevention campaign. That program is
going very well.

I mention that—it is the most impor-
tant—but also we are very grateful for
AGOA, on behalf of ourselves, on behalf
of Africa as a whole, because most African
countries have benefited by AGOA. I was
telling the President that in my view,
AGOA is perhaps the most significant thing
that United States has done for sub-Saha-
ran Africa in recent decades.
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