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section 7(c) of the Act, purports to require
the executive branch to undertake consulta-
tions with foreign nations on specific mat-
ters and to report thereon to the Congress.
The executive branch shall construe section
123(c) in a manner consistent with the con-
stitutional authorities of the President to
conduct the Nation’s foreign relations and
to withhold information the disclosure of
which could impair foreign relations, the

national security, the deliberative processes
of the Executive, or the performance of
the Executive’s constitutional duties.

GEORGE W. BUsH
The White House,
December 19, 2003.

NoTE: S. 1680, approved December 19, was
assigned Public Law No. 108-195.

Statement on Signing the Federal Law Enforcement Pay and Benefits

Parity Act of 2003
December 19, 2003

Today, I have signed into law S. 1683,
the “Federal Law Enforcement Pay and
Benefits Parity Act of 2003.” The Act pro-
vides for a report on the pay and benefits
of Federal law enforcement officers and for
a program of law enforcement officer ex-
changes between the Federal Government
and States or localities.

To the extent that section 2(b)(2) of the
Act calls for submission by the executive
branch of legislative recommendations, the
executive branch shall implement the provi-
sion in a manner consistent with the Presi-

dent’s constitutional authority to supervise
the unitary executive branch and to submit
for the consideration of the Congress such
measures as the President judges necessary
and expedient.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
December 19, 2003.

NOTE: S. 1683, approved December 19, was
assigned Public Law No. 108-196.

Message on the Observance of Christmas 2003

December 19, 2003

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.

LUKE 2:14

As families and friends gather to cele-
brate Christmas, we remember all the
blessings that fill our lives, beginning with
the great blessing that came on a holy night
in Bethlehem. For Christians around the
world, the birth of Jesus is a central reli-
gious event; an example of God’s profound
love for humanity; and the pathway to hope

and to new life. Today, the Christmas story
still speaks to every generation.

This holiday season, as we share in the
spirit of giving and enjoy familiar Christmas
traditions, we give thanks for the wonder
of God’s love and rededicate ourselves to
helping those in need. We also pray for
our brave men and women in uniform,
many of whom will spend the holidays far
from home. Their courage and dedication
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