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All of these actions by the United States
and our allies have sent an unmistakable
message to regimes that seek or possess
weapons of mass destruction: Those weap-
ons do not bring influence or prestige.
They bring isolation and otherwise unwel-
come consequences.

And another message should be equally
clear: Leaders who abandon the pursuit of
chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons
and the means to deliver them will find
an open path to better relations with the
United States and other free nations.

With today’s announcement by its leader,
Libya has begun the process of rejoining
the community of nations. And Colonel Qa-
dhafi knows the way forward. Libya should
carry out the commitments announced
today. Libya should also fully engage in
the war against terror. Its Government, in
response to the United Nations Security
Council’s Lockerbie demands, has already
renounced all acts of terrorism and pledged
cooperation in the international fight
against terrorism. We expect Libya to meet
these commitments as well.

As the Libyan Government takes these
essential steps and demonstrates its serious-
ness, its good faith will be returned. Libya
can regain a secure and respected place
among the nations and, over time, achieve
far better relations with the United States.
The Libyan people are heirs to an ancient
and respected culture, and their country
lies at the center of a vital region. As Libya
becomes a more peaceful nation, it can be
a source of stability in Africa and the Mid-
dle East. Should Libya pursue internal re-

form, America would be ready to help its
people to build a more free and prosperous
country.

Great Britain shares this commitment,
and Prime Minister Blair and I welcome
today’s declaration by Colonel Qadhafi. Be-
cause Libya has a troubled history with
America and Britain, we will be vigilant
in ensuring its Government lives up to all
its responsibilities. Yet, as we have found
with other nations, old hostilities do not
need to go on forever. And I hope that
other leaders will find an example in
Libya’s announcement today.

Our understanding with Libya came
about through quiet diplomacy. It is a re-
sult, however, of policies and principles de-
clared to all. Over the last 2 years, a great
coalition of nations has come together to
oppose terror and to oppose the spread
of weapons of mass destruction. We've
been clear in our purposes. We have shown
resolve. In word and in action, we have
clarified the choices left to potential adver-
saries. And when leaders make the wise
and responsible choice, when they re-
nounce terror and weapons of mass de-
struction, as Colonel Qadhafi has now done,
they serve the interest of their own people,
and they add to the security of all nations.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. in
the James S. Brady Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United
Kingdom; and former President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq.

Statement on Signing the Defense Production Reauthorization Act of 2003
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Today, I have signed into law S. 1680,
the “Defense Production Reauthorization
Act of 2003”. The Act extends production-
related authorities available to the President
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to provide support for the Armed Forces
and meet important civil needs.

Section 123(c) of the Defense Production
Act Amendments of 1992, as enacted by
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section 7(c) of the Act, purports to require
the executive branch to undertake consulta-
tions with foreign nations on specific mat-
ters and to report thereon to the Congress.
The executive branch shall construe section
123(c) in a manner consistent with the con-
stitutional authorities of the President to
conduct the Nation’s foreign relations and
to withhold information the disclosure of
which could impair foreign relations, the

national security, the deliberative processes
of the Executive, or the performance of
the Executive’s constitutional duties.

GEORGE W. BUsH
The White House,
December 19, 2003.

NoTE: S. 1680, approved December 19, was
assigned Public Law No. 108-195.

Statement on Signing the Federal Law Enforcement Pay and Benefits

Parity Act of 2003
December 19, 2003

Today, I have signed into law S. 1683,
the “Federal Law Enforcement Pay and
Benefits Parity Act of 2003.” The Act pro-
vides for a report on the pay and benefits
of Federal law enforcement officers and for
a program of law enforcement officer ex-
changes between the Federal Government
and States or localities.

To the extent that section 2(b)(2) of the
Act calls for submission by the executive
branch of legislative recommendations, the
executive branch shall implement the provi-
sion in a manner consistent with the Presi-

dent’s constitutional authority to supervise
the unitary executive branch and to submit
for the consideration of the Congress such
measures as the President judges necessary
and expedient.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
December 19, 2003.

NOTE: S. 1683, approved December 19, was
assigned Public Law No. 108-196.

Message on the Observance of Christmas 2003

December 19, 2003

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.

LUKE 2:14

As families and friends gather to cele-
brate Christmas, we remember all the
blessings that fill our lives, beginning with
the great blessing that came on a holy night
in Bethlehem. For Christians around the
world, the birth of Jesus is a central reli-
gious event; an example of God’s profound
love for humanity; and the pathway to hope

and to new life. Today, the Christmas story
still speaks to every generation.

This holiday season, as we share in the
spirit of giving and enjoy familiar Christmas
traditions, we give thanks for the wonder
of God’s love and rededicate ourselves to
helping those in need. We also pray for
our brave men and women in uniform,
many of whom will spend the holidays far
from home. Their courage and dedication
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