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preparedness efforts. The Secretary shall
periodically review and identify the best
community practices for integrating private
citizen capabilities into local preparedness
efforts.

Public Communication

(23) The Secretary, in consultation with
other Federal departments and agencies,
State and local governments, and non-gov-
ernmental organizations, shall develop a
comprehensive plan to provide accurate
and timely preparedness information to
public citizens, first responders, units of
government, the private sector, and other
interested parties and mechanisms for co-
ordination at all levels of government.

Assessment and Evaluation

(24) The Secretary shall provide to me
through the Assistant to the President for
Homeland Security an annual status report
of the Nation’s level of preparedness, in-
cluding State capabilities, the readiness of
Federal civil response assets, the utilization
of mutual aid, and an assessment of how
the Federal first responder preparedness
assistance programs support the national

preparedness goal. The first report will be
provided within 1 year of establishment of
the national preparedness goal.

(25) Nothing in this directive alters, or
impedes the ability to carry out, the au-
thorities of the Federal departments and
agencies to perform their responsibilities
under law and consistent with applicable
legal authorities and presidential guidance.

(26) Actions pertaining to the funding
and administration of financial assistance
and all other activities, efforts, and policies
in this directive shall be executed in ac-
cordance with law. To the extent permitted
by law, these policies will be established
and carried out in consultation with State
and local governments.

(27) This directive is intended only to
improve the internal management of the
executive branch of the Federal Govern-
ment, and it is not intended to, and does
not, create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity, against the United States, its depart-
ments, agencies, or other entities, its offi-
cers or employees, or any other person.

GEORGE W. BusH

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives on Funding for the
Department of the Treasury’s Counterterrorism Fund

December 17, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In accordance with provisions of the
Consolidated  Appropriations Act, 2001
(Public Law 106-554), 1 hereby request
and make available $7 million for the De-
partment of the Treasury’s
Counterterrorism Fund. I hereby designate
this $7 million as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to Public Law 106-554.
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These funds would support Internal Rev-
enue Service Criminal Investigation Service
Agents in  overseas and  domestic
counterterrorism efforts.

The details of this action are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH
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