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face terrorists who would rather go on kill-
ing the innocent than accept the rise of
liberty in the heart of the Middle East.
Such men are a direct threat to the Amer-
ican people, and they will be defeated.
We've come to this moment through pa-
tience and resolve and focused action, and
that is our strategy moving forward. The
war on terror is a different kind of war,
waged capture by capture, cell by cell, and
victory by victory. Our security is assured

Statement on the Death of William V.

December 14, 2003

During his extraordinary career as a
United States Senator, Bill Roth was the
taxpayer’s friend and the people’s cham-
pion. He worked to cut wasteful Govern-
ment spending and was one of the first
to argue that lower taxes would lead to
greater economic growth. Among his many
other legislative achievements, he helped
create the retirement account that bears
his name and that has benefited millions

The President’s News Conference
December 15, 2003

The President. Thank you all. Please be
seated. Thank you for coming to this, the
last press conference of the year 2003.

Before I begin, I do want to talk a little
bit about a meeting I just attended. Rend
al-Rahim is here—she’s the representative
from the Iragi Government, the interim
Government, to the United States—as well
as Dr. Khadir Abbas, who is the interim
Minister of Health. We just had an inter-
esting discussion in the Roosevelt Room
about the health needs of Iraq, about the
future of the health care system in Iraq.
And we were joined by doctors, Iragi doc-
tors who were anxious to work with their

by our perseverance and by our sure belief
in the success of liberty, and the United
States of America will not relent until this
war is won.

May God bless the people of Irag, and
may God bless America. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Roth, Jr.

of American families. He was an American
hero, earning a Bronze Star for his service
in World War II. Bill Roth was loved and
respected by the people of Delaware and
by his colleagues in the United States Con-
gress. Laura and I send our condolences
to his wife, Jane, herself a dedicated public
servant and superb Federal judge; to the
Roth family; and to the Roths” many friends
in Delaware and throughout the country.

fellow counterparts here in America to en-
hance educational opportunities and to get
caught up on the latest technologies in
health care. The thing that struck me about
the meeting was the kind of joy that they
expressed about being free. It was a touch-
ing meeting, and I want to thank you all
for coming.

And Doc, I want to thank you for your
good work. We are making progress to-
gether in improving the lives of your citi-
zens with better health care. Immunization
rates are up. People are getting better
health care. He was reminding me, I think
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